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THE RIDE 


be? Dressed, no doubt; nylon 
leathers and the riding jacket, most 
likely. Too early in the morning for 
costumes. G’morning. Coffee? I'll 
fill a thermos. 

Want me to bring my tire pump? 
Then we won’t need it. Gloves, 
goggles, boots, leathers, uh-h, 
helmet in the hall closet. Right. 
What? Oh, just mumbling. Not 
coherent before 8:00, you know. 

Clouds bustled the length of the 
valley, but lost out slightly to their 
freeway motion. Jack’s truck 
sounded happy. Always did until 
the parts got warm enough to 
dislike each other, come to think of 
it. Early morning weekend traffic is 
a lull, half-asleep caricatures riveted 
to the lane ahead. Teenagers still on 
their way home, what will mom 
say? Graveyard people dragging 
their tails home to curtain-shrouded 
bedrooms and ineffective sleep. 

Trail riding was a chance for Dan 
to run from the city for a day, 
maybe two. There were times when 
he was certain that it was all that 
kept him sane. And there were the 
others, like back when the main 
bearings on his last scoot had gone 
out, that he was sure it was all that 
disturbed his otherwise healthy 
personality. But things weren’t like 
they were five years ago. The flurry 
of legislation, restriction and 
persecution in the past few years 
seemed to taint the whole 
experience. Not guilt, exactly, Dan 


Among a 27-year array of 
non-ordinary days there was one 
day in Dan Pelham’s life which 
shone above the others. From the 
beginning, when the clock radio 
brought him to consciousness to the 
tune of the hit single on John 
Denver’s new album, Butte Fugue, 
there was a different feel about it. 
As he opened his eyes there was the 
orange cat on his second-floor 
bedroom window. Staring — green 
olives with pimientos eyes. A 
sidelong glance from the tom let it 
be known that, though he was 
busted, he was far from 
vanquished. A long meow from a 
gaping mouth, one bound, and he 
was gone. 

Dan shook his head for clarity 
and wondered if there was coffee 
ready to be warmed over on the 
stove. Time? Six-fifteen when he 
smashed the face of the clock — 
probably 6:20 by now. Hmm, 
current status report: bike in garage 
and ready — except — damn, have 
to remember to adjust the chain. 
Helmet in the hall closet, don’t 
forget. Toothbrush. Clothes. Dirty 
jeans on the floor will do — they'll 
only get dirtier today. That cat, 
how did he get to a second-story 
windowsill? 

Knocking summoned Dan from 
the cross-legged reverie during 
which he had been meditating on 
the truth of caffeine. Jack at the 
door. On time. How would Jack 
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Outboard motors, 
snowmobiles and 
all other 2 cycle engines. 


2-cycle ‘‘ High Performance”’ 
Synthesized Oil 


The ultimate Lubrication for Extreme 
Temperatures and Racing Applications. 


@ Pours easily at —50° F or +100° F, mixes 
i readily and stays mixed. 


@ 100% compatible with petroleum oils! ! ! 


@ Allows easy starts and more RPM's for 
increased performance and additional 
horsepower. 


“The Outperformer” 


@ May be used in all high performance 
2—cycle engines regardless of size or 
HP rating, or if air or water cooled (no 
adjustment needed with oil injection). 


@ Less smoke, non-pollutant, ashless. 


@ Reduces wear, giving longer engine 
life! ! ! 


@ Less Spark plug fouling, port clogging, 
and pre-ignition. 


@ Extreme film strength (2000+ P.S.1.). 


PERFORMANCE PLUS THE LUBRICATION 
YOU NEED, FOR YOU NOW!!! 


@ Super rust protection additive 
added! ! ! 


@ Less “head temperature” for cooler 
running. 


Universal Lubricant, Inc. also has a complete 
line of synthetics for your car, truck, or tractor 
(manual transmission, rear end, and the ultimate 
in grease for bearing and chasis lubrication). 


MAIL ORDER 
Send $1.00 to cover postage and handling 
for literature, decal, and enough ٩۱-2 to 
treat 1 gal. of gasoline, or $5.00 to purchase 
1 qt. of SL—2 for your own testing. SL—2 
is “GREAT” and you “MUST” try it! ! ! 


Contact: 

Universal Lubricants, Inc. 
# 2 Royalston Ave. N. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55405 
or call 612/ 333-6326 


DEALER INQUIRIES WANTED. 


had always been a conscientious 
rider — quiet, considerate and 
thoughtful. It was the knowledge 
that others so completely 
disapproved of what he was doing. 
Social pressure, if you will. 

“Hey Dan,” Jack brought him 
back to Saturday morning. “You 
hear about Fred Briggs and Van 
Morrison?” Not since they houred 
out the last district run, no. “They 
got chased by the helicopter out by 
Red Rock. They both had stickers 
but figured the hell with the cops. 
The chopper tried to dust them out, 
so they just stopped on top of a peak 
where the black-and-whites 
couldn’t land. Copter set down in 
the valley and they split in the other 
direction.” 

Hassle, that’s what it was. You 
saw the Highway Patrol and you 
knew that if you stopped they’d find 
something to give you a ticket for. 
So you allowed the middle finger 
and split. Bye, bye. 

Recent rain had cut new troughs 
in the dirt road back into Los 
Padres Forest. How many times had 
Dan driven that road? A hundred, 
maybe? He knew every trail by 
heart. Jack teased him that he could 
probably make it blindfolded. But 
there wasn’t anywhere else within 
250 miles that had trees. Dan was 
fond of trees — their shade, the 
way they were like slalom poles on 
a ski racing course. So here he was 
for the hundredth time. Today 
might be nice, though, rain had 
fallen two days previous and it 
looked like there was snow on the 
peaks. 

There was enough chill in the air 
to cause some jumping when bare 
legs slid into cold leathers. Hawks 
cruised the breeze above a 
poppy-crested ridge. Dan 
remembered to turn the gas on well 
before starting time so the float 
would have a chance to fill. It paid 
off on the first kick. While Jack 
pumped at his, Dan motored slowly 
around in circles enjoying the 
springtime beauty in all two weeks 
of its glory. Winter to summer. 
Bang. If you weren’t quick you 
could miss the spring altogether. 

While Jack’s motor warmed Dan 
led down into the first section of 
trail, and then they began to wind 
upward along the side of the 
mountain. Dan usually rode slowly 
for at least the first ten miles — just 
to let his body, mind and bike 
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BITS & PIECE 


here are a few key clues: Jim 
Connolly competes on Bultacos, 
George is a bachelor, native 
Californian and blimp freak who 
was referred to as Comrade Wegner 
during his days of CZ ownership. 
Your B&P reporter is the Ivy 
baseballer who visited Altnafeadh 
in Scotland. Bruce is the ex-school- 
teacher. He talked about Elmer, his 
TL350, in one of his columns. 
Dave, born in Canada, was 
co-creator of the Llama Ja Stunn 
Phaser back in April of 1974. 


* * * * 


It’s patches and stickers time 
again to help support our guys in 
the ISDT. Last year over $6500 was 
raised. Patches are $3, stickers $1. 
Mail those contributions to ISDT 
Support Fund, c/o American 
Motorcyclist Association, P.O. Box 
141, Westerville, Ohio 43081. 


* * * * 


A quick review of the AMA 
National Motocross scoring system. 
What they’ve done is take the FIM 
system, add ten points to it and 
then carry it down to 20 scoring 
positions: 25-22-20-18-16-15 ... 1. 


* * * * 


Bikers have a friend close to the 
White House: the Vice-President’s 
son, Ted Mondale, age 19. Ted has 
been racing for over two years. He 
owns a YZ125 and has attended 
Gary Bailey’s motocross school. But 
even his dad was in the dark about 
that mysterious Executive Order 
regarding ORVs that never 
materialized last April. Ted’s just 
like a lot of other teen racers. 
During the week he works for 
Blalock Cycle in Wheaton, 
Maryland, and weekends find him 
at the races in the Virginia/ 
Maryland area. The VP used to ride 
some with Ted, who bought his first 
bike at age 12 with paper route 
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Motorcycle journalism lost its 
dean of writers last April when Bob 
Greene, age 57, died suddenly, a 
heart attack victim. Greene, the 
Executive Editor of Motorcyclist 
Magazine, spent 27 years with 
Petersen Publishing, joining them in 
1950 as Editor of Cycle. He worked 
on Hot Rod after Cycle was sold 
and then joined Motorcyclist. 


* * * * 


Anyone with a feeling for feet- 
upping and a thirst for some travel 
in scenic Colorado should consider 
giving the Ute Cup a try. The 
two-day trial scheduled for August 
20-21 is well worth the trip. DB 
went last year and will be back 
again in ’77. For particulars write: 
Rocky Mountain Trials Association, 
4523 East 18th Avenue, Denver, 
Colorado 80220. 


* * * * 


The Donner Trials School has 
scheduled nine one-week sessions for 
the summer. Instructors will include 
Lane Leavitt, Marland Whaley, 
Bernie Schreiber, Mark Eggar and 
Debbie Evans. The school carries 
the Good Footkeeping Seal of 
Approval. Bike rentals are 
available. For more info write: 
Donner Trials School, P.O. Box 66, 
Norden, California 95724; (916) 
426-3578. 


* * * * 


Attention: Dana Silva of Twain 
Harte, California — you didn’t 
come up with the correct answer to 
the April Race Quiz but you were 
closer than anybody else so you’re 
the winner of the T-shirt, jersey, 
stickers and copy of How To Win 
At Racing. 

In retrospect, the quiz was too 
tough. This has been taken under 
advisement for the upcoming 
win-the-bike-of-your-choice contest 
beginning in the October issue. 

For those who tried and failed, 


WANT ALL THE FACTS 
BEFORE YOU BUY... 


Cover-to-cover, AUTO RE- 
PORTS is packed with indis- 
pensable facts, fundamentals, 
exclusives, photos and the most 
informative up-to-the-minute in- 
formation on the WHOLE auto- 
motive industry! 


COMPLETE ROAD TESTS of 
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automobiles. 
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SPECIAL FEATURES on sub- 
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AUTO REPORTS is the only 
magazine written and edited 
exclusively for the automo- 
tive consumer. 
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info on the newest ma- 
chinery, but tips on 
set-up, and riding help 
from the best in the 
country, regardless of 
which sport catches 
your interest. 

Want to put a feather 
in your cap? Keeping up 
with race happenings 
around the world in 
DIRT BIKE is a sure way 
to start. 

Subscribing now will 
keep your bills down 
and give you an early 
beak at each and every 
issue. 

DIRT BIKE, we're 
always on the goose. 


Just as Michelle, the 
intrepid Maely Guard 
Goose, protects shop 
and machines from un- 
welcome intruders, the 


smart off road rider 
protects his machine, 
his rights, and his plea- 
sures by keeping up 
with the world of dirt in 
DIRT BIKE magazine. 

Only DIRT BIKE gives 
him coverage of the 
complete spectrum of 
off-road motorcycling 
activities and issues. For 
instance: 

Laying an egg in your 
racing career? DIRT 
BIKE not only offers 
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swamped with letters praising and 
begging for Debbie Evans. She is so 
succulent that there would be no 
need for me to reiterate the obvious, 
which I have done anyway. In 
regard to her headstand_ trick, 
however, I suspect technological 
trickery, likely a gyroscope of some 
kind secreted within her clothing. 
The solution is simple, have 
Debbie perform her stunt without 
technological aids. Photograph her 
from three angles simultaneously. 
Have her wear as little as possible, 
or better yet, nothing. Only then 
will my confidence in DIRT BIKE 
return. If you can’t manage this, at 
least tell her I said “hi.” 
Joe Garvey 
Dayville, Connecticut, of all places 


Nice try, Garvey. We are 
forwarding your letter to Debbie 
the Delicious and offering our 


photographic services... — ed. 
TINY BIKE 
Please send me an order form for 
Tiny Bike Magazine. I would 


appreciate it very much. I would 
like to subscribe. 

Walter Diaz 

Los Angeles, California 


Uh, Walter, when we put “Tiny 
Bike Magazine” on the Mini 
Shootout article it was meant as a 
joke, sort of, uh, get itP Sheesh. — 
ed. 


THE RC250 DILEMMA 

Regarding the picture of the 
RC250 Honda in your May issue: Is 
this a factory prototype, a works 
racer, or a bike that will be offered 
to the public? I’ve heard rumors 
that Honda will be making RCs for 

the showroom. Is this true? 
Jeff Tillman 
Irving, Texas 


The RC in that issue was a works 
racer, similar, if not identical, to 
the one that Pomeroy is riding on 
last month’s cover. As far as their 
being offered for sale, join us in 
crossing our fingers. — ed. 


ZAMBIZI RULES 

I am interested in open class 
racing. I want a bike that will take 
on AW400s, make RM370s look like 
they're standing still, and pass an 
occasional Type 2 Honda. Does 
Zambizi make a 125 MX for this 
purpose? Also, I know what DNF, 
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RIDERS WRIT 


Special” can really honk on! 
Triumph Lady 
San Pedro, California 


OK, we give up, just what is a 
Pink Triumph Lady? — ed. 


AH, THE USUAL 
TECH QUESTIONS... 

Recently I purchased a used 
Yamaha TY250 trials. I have since 
modified it to RM370 specs. I added 
ground traction tires, unreal feel 
bars, Preston what’s-his-name 
fenders, and laid down the stock 
shocks. The left shock has blown, 
subsequently oiling the chain. My 
brother gave it the port job; it looks 
like he used a spoon. 

It now revs freely up to 10,500 
rpm. I was afraid the stock piston 
couldn’t take 12,000. It develops a 
misfire at about ten grand. Twice 
my carb has been blown completely 
off the manifold. Do you suspect 
that the Rodchester is acting up? 
Should I throw in the bucks and 
purchase a new Holley 750 CFM? 
My bike now handles and feels like 
an RM Suzuki. I suspect a basic RM 
design flaw. 

John Meoff 
Prince George, B.C. 


Your mistake is a common one, 
Jack, you failed to clean the ring 
worm. Simply remove the piston 
and moanen, put your nose to the 
grindstone, and replace the 
presidential seal. — ed. 


A FUTURE TALENT? 
Anytime you want me to do some 
editing for your magazeen just let 


me no. 
Mike Tufty 
Address unknown 


Well, Tufty, you seem to have 
the abilities necessary — ed. 


TRIALS BUFF 
I know you people must be 


GOOD OLD CHARLIE 

I don’t think you realize what 
authority you have as the editors of 
DIRT BIKE. You not only have the 
opportunity to influence others by 
voicing opinions, but you actually 
have the power to drastically 
change people’s lives. 

Question: How does one go from 
teenybopper to senior citizen in six 
short months? 

Answer: Become Charlie Beth- 
ard’s daughter. 

In September of 1976 I began my 
sophomore year of college, a 
relatively normal, active teenager. 
In January of 77 I found myself 
becoming short of breath as I 
climbed stairs, and developed quite 
a liking for the Lawrence Welk 
Show. As of April, I have been 
getting gray hair and wrinkles. 
Moreover, I have developed a 
strange craving for Geritol. Needless 
to say, I am quite perplexed and 
distressed. 

My brothers have had similar 
experiences. One went out and 
bought a Perry Como record, Even 
the youngest (who was only 12 
when this whole thing started) is 
now fondly called “Pops” by his 
friends. 

I appeal to you, return our lives 
to normal. Please restore my father 
to his proper age. . . 40. 

Kris Bethards 
Eugene, Oregon 


It sure is spooky in this bucket — 
ed. 


THE PINK 
TRIUMPH 
LADY 
SPECIAL? 

Just wanted to express my thanks 
to Stu Morley for his great efforts in 
the Dinosaur Run. He hasn’t lost his 
touch, and proved once and for all 
that the “Pink Triumph Lady 
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DON’T GET BEAT! 


Inter-Am’s SOLID ALUMINUM HANDLEBAR is a proven winner. 


STRENGTH coupled with REDUCTION IN RIDER FATIGUE has 
made believers of tens of thousands of riders. 


Next time you need handlebars, try the RACE PROVEN one from 
the EXPERTS at INTER-AM. 


سے 


Solid Aluminum Bars $17.95 plus $2.00 postage & handling. 


(Calif. residents add 6% sales tax) 


send 25c for catalog and decal 


INTER-AM 
BIKE SUPPLIES, INC. 


751 Monroe Way e Placentia, Ca. 92670 
714 / 993-2603 DB-877 


WFO, and DKW mean, and for a 
mere ten bucks I will keep my 
mouth shut and thus allow you to 
retain your quiet superiority over 
these poor squids. 
The Killer Moto Crosser 
Somerville, New Jersey 


No chance, Crosser, we'll keep 
our ten and let you spread the 
word. The Zambizi 4Q-MF should 
be the bike for you, though. — ed. 


BEGGERS CAN’T BE... 
Could you please send me one of 
your magazines, or something to get 
one, or a sticker, or a patch, or 
something... 
John Abel 
Pasadena, Maryland 


A fair effort, Abel, but the 
pathetic-and-helpless approach has 


never been one of our favorites. — 
ed. 


ENGLAND SWINGS LIKE A 
PENDULUM DO... 

I think your mag is the best of all. 
Keep up the good work, boys. Do 
you have any pictures of Graham 
Noyce’s belly button? 

Sue Clayton 
Dorset, England 


We wouldnt know about that, 
Sue. Here in the States we use 
zippers — ed. 


. . . BOBBIES ON BICYCLES 

TWO BY TWO 

I would like to find a male or 

female pen pal about 17 to 19 years 

old who is very much into bikes. I 
am an 18-year-old female. 

Linda Scade 

2 Auchinlea Road 

Easterhouse 

Glasgow 943 9PA 

Scotland, Great Britain 


There you go, Linda. Maybe you 
can take some of the pressure off 
Debbie Evans — ed. 


THE PEN IS MIGHTIER 

I'm planning on getting a 

trailbike this summer. 10 like to 

have a pen pal who would be 

interested in exchanging letters 
about riding, etc. 

Mike Levine 

Bellefonte, Pennsylvania 


Mike, meet Linda; Linda, this is 
Mike — ed. ©9 
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ASK THE EXPER 


UP IN THE ALPS 

I own a 1973 Bultaco Alpina and 
have tried to make it a more 
competitive bike. So far I’ve put in 
a Pursang gearbox, a 32mm Mikuni 
carb, Mulholland shocks, P.P. 
fenders and grips and good 
knobbies. I still need more power. 
Could you suggest something that I 
can do to the Alpina engine to get 
more horsepower? Also, are the 
Mulholland shocks good enough for 
enduro competition? Thanks in 

advance for the info. 
Tim Dedrick 
Yreha, California 


Sounds like you have made some 
good improvements to it. What’s 
left appears to be Pursang timing to 
your cylinder. It will take a little bit 
of time with a grinder and a file to 
do it. Hopefully, maybe some guy 
with a Pursang wants a torque 
cylinder and you could swap. If 
not, though, you need to match the 
Pursang timing. Next is the pipe. 
Again, the pipe dimensions should 


“GOLDEN SPECTRO 
IS UNQUESTIONABLY 


THE BEST PRE-MIX 
OIL AVAILABLE TODAY” 


SPECTRO OF CALIFORNIA 
BOX 1154 
PLACENTIA, CA 92670 


INTERCONTINENTAL LUBRICANTS 


BOX 208 
BROOKFIELD, CT 06804 


DIRT BIKE 


YOUR BEST FOOT FORWARD 
I’ve been looking for a pair of 
boots lately that would fit my 
rather large (16-inch) calves. I was 
wondering if Heckels or Norstars 
might do it? Also, is there a chain 
tensioner for the new RM250B, as I 
have problems keeping my chain 
tight. The last time it derailed it 
took the transmission with it. Help 

would be appreciated. 

Jack Kay 
Ontario, Canada 


I’m not a good guy to ask about 
boots because I really don’t like the 
motocross boots and never have, for 
that matter. I always use lace-ups 
and have my leathers over the 
outside so the mud and water don’t 
build up as much on the inside. 
Anyhow, just go down to the 
dealer’s and start sticking your feet 
into boots and see which one feels 
good. The best boots don’t last very 
long if you drag your feet. For the 
chain tensioner, get hold of Uncle 
Donny Emler at the Flying Machine 
Factory. He can fix you up. 


PERFORMANCE 
SPECIALTIES nc. 


DG's Mikuni 
Carbs have 
been specially 
pre-jetted for 
these bikes: 


Air Boot and Manifold also available 
PESO es ee es 4 26mm $40.95 
ASO ی‎ SR 28mm $42.95 
GRAS 45 dace 30mm $39.95 
YZ125,CR125 .. 32mm $41.95 


RM125, YZ125, 


GRAS). ses 4 34mm $45.95 
CR125 POs ss 4 36mm $46.95 
CR125 Keihin ... 36mm $57.95 
YZ250, RM250 .. 38mm $49.95 
TT500 Carb Kit .. 38mm $79.95 


5552 La Palma Avenue East 
Anaheim, California 92806 
714/996-4430 


1977 BOOK OF TRICKS $2.00, ORDER YOURS TODAY! 
iAVGOL SUNOA 3136510 ۳0025 SNDIUL 40 MOOG LL6L 


Fast Track to a Cool Job! 
TRAIN AT HOME TO BE A 


Mover ccs Mechanic 


7 TH you like to ride a eyele 
for fun... learn how to lix 
it for profit! Can you imayine 
a better way to earn your 


living? 


And to make It even 
at 


business. Now, thar 
North Ame prie an, there's; 
asy way to get the traning vou 
at home in your spare time 
No need to quit school or your jo 
ETEN show you step-by-step every - 


thing from minor tune-ups to major 
»verhauls 


CYCLES ARE BIG BUSINESS 
. AND S0 IS FIXING THEM! 


ai The re are more than 3 million cycle 
in the U.S. today. pus am estimated Fi mi ition 
n 10, ooa 
‘tab 


more di t es But, the 
ics ava 


The door 
for FREE 
“Motorcycle M echanic Career Kit.” 
SPECIAL CYCLE TOOLS & TEST INTRUMENTS 
INCLUDED TO START YOU FAST! 
Professional tools plus your North American ‘know 
SH how’? turn you into a e mechanic. We teach 
you how to use wrenches, sockets, impact screw 
drivers, timing lights elect ical test instruments, 
com pte ession gauges, vacuum gauges, degree wheels, 
soldering irons, ignition wrench e dial indicators 


Jui 
special cycle tools and Enee td get you 
started fast! Find out all about it now, Send for 
FREE ‘‘Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit.’ No cost. 
no obligation . . . now or ever! Rush coupon today. 


F Careers by home Stud ۳ 
I NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR 4 

4500 Campus Drive. Dept.eFO77 Newport Beach. CA 92663 1 

Rush FREE “CAREER KIT” on how | can become an I 
expert motorcycle mechanic. > 
1 
I 
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be pretty close to the Pursang. I'd 
say those Mulholland shocks will 
work well for enduro riding. You 
can get away with a larger variety 
of shocks for enduro riding than in 
motocross. But in most kinds of 
riding, it’s always rider preference 
(plus $). The real good riders can 
overwork the best in shocks, or at 
least get them hot enough to where 
the dampening sacks considerably 
due to heat increase. 


FOUR-FLUSHER 

I have a few problems I hope you 
can help with concerning my SL70. 

What will a pipe do for the 
performance of my bike? I am 
considering the Al Baker pipe and 
the DG Tiger Torquer. 

Will the DG big-bore kit give me 
much more performance than the 
pipes mentioned above? 

My bike bogs down when I 
suddenly grab large doses of 
throttle. It then picks back up. 
What’s wrong? Is this a standard 
four-stroke reaction? I think it may 
be getting too much air. 

Will a CDI ignition help my bike 
get more torque and speed? Will it 
help with the other problem 
mentioned above? 

Mike Skettelberg 
Littleton, Colorado 


I’ve heard that Al Baker’s works 
quite well. As for the DG big-bore 
kit, I’m unfamiliar with its perfor- 
mance increase. I know the guys at 
Powroll have modified the SL70 to 
go quite nicely, but it is more than 
just a bore kit. They need to do 
some porting and change the pipe, 
cam and carburetion. 

The bike may be a bit lean on the 
needle jet and you can reduce that 
bog by raising the needle a notch or 
two. But most four-strokes will 
usually get an excessively lean 
condition at low rpm when given 
wide open real quickly. Two-strokes 
don’t have that problem. 

The CDI ignition will reduce 
your spark plug fouling, if indeed 
you even have that problem. But 
that would be quite a bit of money 
to spend unless you have no 
alternative. If you are having a plug 
problem you should find the cause 
and not just put a CDI on it. Oil 
getting into the combustion cham- 
ber is the primary cause of fouling. 
On a four-stroke engine, it has to be 
the valve guides or piston rings that 
are causing the oil to flow up there. @ 
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Trailbike Racing 
By Charles Zdeb 


class has been one of my pet ideas 
for quite a while. What I have is a 
prospective system which, though 
possibly less than perfect, I think 
can be quite workable. Sure, racing 
trailbikes would be like stepping 
back to 1968 in technology, but the 
racing would be intensely 
competitive. It'll let the new racer 
on a limited budget be as 
competitive as his body and mind 
are capable of. 

The following is a list of the 
specific rules I propose and my 
justification for each rule. The rules 
are in squiggly type and the 
explanation in normal type like this. 
(Italic and Roman Caledonia 10M 
for the savvy .. . ed.) 


TRAILBIKE MOTOCROSS 
RACING 

Purpose: To provide the cheapest 
racing to the most competitors. 

Rider classes: A and B with either 
a C or Expert class to be added 
later, if necessary. B will be 
beginners and inexperienced riders. 
A will be anyone who has taken a 
first overall in B. 

Hopefully the one overall rule 
will force more riders into the A 
class, preventing the perennial 
novice syndrome. 

` Basic format: Same as regular 
motocross — two 20-minute motos, 
scoring on points, etc. 

I do think that the tracks should 
have minimal long straights for 
safety purposes. Possibly esses could 
be added to the normal track. 

Bike classes: 100cc, 125cc, 175cc, 
250cc and 360-400cc if interest 
warrants it. 

These classes were determined by 
the prevailing displacements 
currently available, though I have 


Continued on page 14 


DIRT BIKE 


Consider: back in February of 
1975 you bought a shiny new 125 
Elsinore — hottest thing in the 
class. It wasn’t cheap at nine 
hundred and some change, but it 
was worth it to be competitive. 
Unfortunately, by the time the first 
race of the season rolled around, in 
March, many people had 125 
monoshockers and put them to good 
use. Pop went the forward-mounted 
shock revolution. You were poor, so 
you just rode a little harder. Then 
in July came the RM125. The rest of 
your season was pretty dismal and 
the winter was spent just handling 
normal wear and tear, no new 
go-fast goodies. By 76 things went 
from bad to worse; new monos, 
new RMs, new Elsies made your 
hardly even two-year-old bike a 
relic. Try to sell it? Who wants an 
outdated racer? 

Is that youP 

Maybe you’ve been riding a 
trailbike for the last few years and 
recently decided that motocross 
might be fun. So you bought the 
latest, most radical, strung-out, 
vicious and entirely competitive 
machine available. One outing left 
you mired in the goop and 
confusion, your reflexes being 
roughly 25 percent of the requisite 
quickness to even survive the first 
ride. So you're back on your old 
trailbike again. For sale: crotch 
rocket, ridden once. 

Or maybe you just flat can’t 
afford anything like a race bike — 
the margin between a $600 
street/trailer and $1200 racer being 
the critical difference in many of 
our budgets. 

The trailbike racing idea in the 
Ian Anderson interview set me to 
thinking about some of these folks 
— a production trailbike motocross 


Your Choice of A 
Competition Motor- 
cycle and a Complete 
Set of DIRT BIKE 
Riding Gear! 
Additional 


Prizes 
Awarded Every Month 
Of the Contest. 


Nothing To Buy! 
Anyone Can Enter! 
CONTEST BEGINS IN 


OUROCTOBER 
ISSUE. 


Waich for it! 


New! New! New! : 
Personalized Jerseys : 


Short or 
x Long Sleeves 


۰ 

۰ 

۰ 

۰ 

۵ 

Your name or other و‎ 
message on back of @ 
jersey, in 1 or 2 lines, @ 
e 
۰ 
۰ 
e 
e 
۰ 
۰ 


Short Sleeve 


Nylon 


4 ۲ 10 letters and spaces 

erseys ۷ ۲ per line max. 8۳ num- 
2 0 ae cyo choice) tron 

o 99. Jerseys de- 

Team Colors YAMAHA 7 * scribed at left and 

2 4 “ below. Use special 
$599 ea 6 d t lines in order blank. 

s ۳ j Adult Sizes S-M-L-XL © 
e 
Top-quality U. ۰ e Short 


Long 
Sleeved | 2 "۳ 


۰ 
© 
made short-sleeve 
© 
11۳۴ Yam 13P Suz © 
e 
© 


jersey. Big cycle- No. 76 Yamaha 


99 : 
e Sleeve $9 THIS” ITEM 1 


action picture on No. 77 Honda Adult Sizes: e@76P Yam 78P Suz 
chest. Great value No. 78 Suzuki _ M-L-XL ۵772 Hon 79P Kaw 12P Hon 14P Kaw 
— order several. No. 79 Kawasaki ©0000 00000008 OOOOOOOOOCOOCOOO® 
۳ 
KaWaSdkl a) FBS 


sete Nylon Jerseys 
مس‎ A $8° ea. 


Fine quality U.S. 
made jersey. 100% 
nylon in bright 

team colors, with 
cycle name across 
chest and on both 
sleeves. Top Value! 


( YAMAHA GES == 


Crossbar Pad ۳ 


SPECIFY 8۳ OR 12۳ SIZE WHEN ORDERING 


8”-$2ea. 2 


No. 41 Yamaha No. 45 Suzuki No. 45 No. 11 Yamaha 
No. 42 Honda No. 44 Kawasaki Plain Black No. 12 Honda 
No. 13 Suzuki 


No. 14 Kawasaki 


Team Emblems 


No. 86 Yamaha No. 88 Suzuki ©1977 Hi-Q Products WE PAY 
No. 87 Honda No. 89 Kawasaki POSTAGE 
FREE GIFTS— leam $44 4" x2" 99 ea. 11x 4" $1.99 ea. 
RE No. 81 Yamaha No. 91 Yamaha 
$10 OR MORE ORDER, we'll 3 
send you FREE one of our Ca 5 ed. = no: 3 Ronda No. ag gonda 
regular 99-cent Bungie Cords. o. 84 Kawasaki No. 94 Kawasaki 


Bright team colors. 
Cool perforated crown, 
multi-color team 
emblem. One size 

fits all. 


N 
“Chest Protector $8°° each 
No. 21 Yamaha No. 23 Suzuki P 2 1 P AP ۵ s 
No. 22 Honda No. 24 Kawasaki Brigt tea ali 


Vented Duckhill No 3 Yamata 


No. 52 Honda 
3 No. 48 Black 
Fits all $24 ea. No.49 Yellow 


No. 54 Kawasaki 


Team Socks $29 pr. $5'59/4 br 


$9.99/4 pr. 
Team Colors 


een pN 
Cycle name afd bands هر‎ te, 
in team colors. Colorful, E 
ey 
f 


No. 53 Suzuki 
helmets. No. 50 White 


heavy, long wearing, for 


$999 each 


; i ilent protection. a Hl 
Complete with 4 bits  oxcelent pi 
in rugged metal box. One size fits all. 1 1 0 
= A fine precision tool No. 31 Yamaha a N 
built for hard use. No. 32 Honda A D 
۳ i No. 33 Suzuki A 4 
l No. 60 Impact Driver N Kaaki % 50 A 
Es 


DESCRIPTION | SIZE | 
ا‎ a 
سس‎ ie 


Orders under $20 add $1 shipping 
COD orders add $2 shipping 


Numeral 
{J Cash enclosed TOTAL 


LJ] Ship COD; | enclose $2 deposit 
لا‎ M. 0. [] MASTER CHARGE 
ÛJ Check [J] BANKAMERICARD (VISA) 


P. O. Box 455-D8 

Abbeville, AL 36310 

Phone 205/585-3588 

8 Send cash or ۷۰۵, for guaranteed 10-day delivery. 
Checks take 2 weeks longer to clear bank. 

| Hi-Q Merchandise Fully Guaranteed against defects 


in materials and workmanship. 
| Order $20 or more and we will shin FREE ! 


۱] Print lettering here for Personalized Jersey. 
10 letters 


and spaces 
max. ea. line 


Ship Name. 

to: 
Address. 
CREDIT CARD NUMBER | 


8 City. State ZIP. Exp. Date 


10-DAY DELIVERY 
Satisfaction Guaranteed | 


Vessel Impact Driver 


system for double riders. Makes Hi-Q PRODUCTS, INC. fl 


Phone 205/585 - 3588 


-Q 


PRODUCTS, INC. 


Heavy Denim 
M/X Pants 


$18 nr 


Team Name 
& Colors 


Red, White, and 
Blue Stripes, 
No Team Name “& 


Excellent quality, highly protective, smart styling. 
Cycle name in bold black letters on both sides. Striping 
in team colors. Removable hip and knee pads. Knee 
pockets will accomodate cups, No. 75 pants have no 
cycle name, are striped in vivid red, white and blue. 
Sizes: CHILD 24-26; ADULT 28-30-32-34-36-38-40 
No. 71 Yamaha $18.99 No. 73 Suzuki $18.99 
No. 72 Honda $18.99 No. 74 Kawasaki $18.99 


No. 75 Red-White-Blue, No Name $17.99 


Team T-Shirts 


$443 each 


High-quality 100% cotton T-Shirts, with 
multi-colored flag and cycle design screened 
on. Not a cheap iron-on job — design is 
guaranteed to stand up. White shirts, 
contrasting neck and sleeve bands. 


Adult Sizes S-M-L-XL 


$20 OR MORE ORDER, we'll 
send you FREE one of our 
regular $1.99 4-way Bungies. 


| Hex Grips 
$249 pr. 


oN Bungie 
UNS Cords 


18” ۶ 4-Way $1.99 


Fine quality grips No. 20 No. 90 

fit all handlebars. Ohe FREE One FREE 

No. 38 Clear with $10 order. with $20 order. 

No. 39 Yellow See above. See above. 

No. 40 Black 

Utility Bag ae 
New! =a 


$499 Cushion Grips 
ea. 20 pr 


With ribbed air 
chamber for that 
super-soft feel. 
Black only. No. 99 


Durable simi: Black only. 
ated leather 

bg er Ne: Yama 
safe-mounting No. 67 Suzuki 


loop. „ No. 68 Kawasaki 
7۷2" by 5۳۰ No. 69 No Name 


Chain Bracelet 
92992 
= Heavy chrome finish. 


So 
= Two sizes. 


Intercom ۰ $899 ۳۰ 29 Bay's Bracelet 


Sound-powered communication 


2-way conversation clear and easy P. 0. Box 455-D8 
at normal tones—at any speed. Abbeville, AL 36310 
No. 10 Intercom 
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J.D. ENGINEERING 
At Last a Stronger Rod 
Kit for 1977 Suzuki 
125B. 


Includes Rod-Rod Pin. Upper & 
Bearings and thrust 


Lower 
washers. 
Stronger. Oils better at both 
ends. More Bearings. 


$36.95 


Add 6% Sales Tax 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


Ys 
tS 
ENGINEERING 74 


40411 12th St. West 
Palmdale, Calif. 93550 
805-948-9773 


Design Your Own 


2095 2 


Look like a winner in 
your 2 color nylon mesh 
jersey. Combine any 8 
two colors from the list 
below to personalize 
your garment. Include 
color arrangement dia- 
gram (both sides). 
Send your check or 
money order today! 
Price includes postage 
and handling. 

You can also have your 
own 1 color custom 
design screen printed 


on front. Include a sam- = = 
ple sketch of design 9 
desired and add $10.00. k : 


CLUBS INVITED 


CHECK 2 COLORS Kelly Green O Royal 
[O Turquoise Blue O Lime Green Blue 
] White Black O Orange 
] Scarlet Grey © Burgundy Û Yellow 


NAME NUMBER 


CHECK SIZE 
XS Small Med. Large 
(28-30 ()32-34 (36-38 40-42 


JADO ACTION SPORTSWEAR, INC. 
1721 S.E. Hawthorne Blvd., Portland, Ore. 97214 


X Large 
44-46 


Name 
Address 

City. 

State. Zip 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
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TUNNELVISION 
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doubts about anyone wanting to go 


fast on a DT400 or an XL350. 

Eligibility: The bike must be 
street-legal as delivered by the 
manufacturer and licensed before 
racing. KD Kawasakis, DS Suzukis 
or anything else meeting the spirit 
of the rules are exempted. 

These rules specifically bar MR 
Hondas, PE Suzukis, IT Yamahas, 
Bultaco Fronteras, Pentons, 
Hercules and anything else which 
does not fit into the street/trail 
category, even though they may be 
licensable in some obscure province 
of Bolivia. KD Kaws, DS Suzukis 
and Hodaka Dirt Squirts are all 
basically stripped-down, 
ready-to-race street/trail machines. 

Modifications: by category: 

Engine — must not deviate from 
standard specifications. Pump gas 
only. The engine may be 
blueprinted, cleaned, matched or 
polished. Also, timing, jetting, 
spark plugs and sprockets and 
chains may be altered. Carb size, 
port size and timing, compression, 
pipe dimensions and silencing, 
clutch and transmission, etc., must 
remain entirely stock. All parts 
except plugs, sprockets, chain and 
air filter must be stock or stock 
replacement. Above applies to two- 
and four-cycle motors. 

Engine modification was a sticky 
problem. An absolute no-mods 
policy would be impossible to 
enforce. 

Suppose someone does a 
decarbonizing job. It will leave his 
ports looking somewhat polished. 
Meticulous blueprinted assembly 
could result in a slight horsepower 
gain, but wouldn't be likely to 
affect performance as much as, say, 
a dry chain. The parts that can be 
replaced were chosen either because 
it would be cheaper than a stock 
item, because it would improve 
reliability or because it’s a tuning 
variable. Above all, I want to 
prevent a bucks-up horsepower 
race. 

Suspension — Accessory shocks 
and springs may be used, as well as 
any fork kit or fork improvement 
device, provided that the item is 
available to the general public. 

Some modification to suspension 
is necessary for two reasons. First, 
plain matters of safety. And second, 
it will tend to equalize differences 


MOTO-X FOX 


1977 Catalog $1.00 


5 6 
E Mail coupon and $1.00 to: 


MOTO-X FOX 


& Dept. DB 520 McGlincy Lane, Campbell, 
California 95008 (408) 371-1221 


Please send your 77 catalog to: 


Hi Name 


Address 


MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANIC 


This future Pro is perfecting his 
timing, carburetor adjustment, and 
trouble shooting techniques in AMI's 
Live Engine Lab, working on stand 

Mounted, running engines of all types. = A 
Every Pro who graduates from AMI spends many hours 
in this and other Diagnostic and Testing Labs as part of 2 
the 450 hours of intensive training required to earn his 2 
certificate. The 12 week Residence Course is approved 
for veterans. Home Study Courses are also available. 

To learn more about this career opportunity send in the 
coupon or call : 


TOLL FREE 1-800-874-0645. 
Florida residents call 1-904-255-0295 collect. 


= AMERICAN 
` A MOTORCYCLE 
1445 SKYTROOPER ROAD 


INSTITUTE 


DAYTONA BEACH, FLA 32014 


— — — — SEND MORE INFORMATION TO — — Z819 
NAME AGE 
STREET 
CITY 


STATE 
PHONE | 
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The Protection Collection 


ae We don't get on 
our bikes...not even 
for practice...or fun 
without Jofa gear! EK 


Whether you ride in Motocross, Enduro, 
Trail, Desert...or just enjoy the fun of off- 
road riding ...take a tip from pros like 
Howerton, Smith, Burleson and a 
Weinert...you get more 
enjoyment out of any type of 
riding when you know you re 
prepared to take the falls and 
knocks...and keep on going. 


Join Team W UTZI 
The Protection 
Collection for all 
off-road biking and 
riders of every age. 


Distributed by: 

Torsten Hallman. Columbia MD ° Torsten 
Hallman. Addison, IL * Iron Horse. Houston TX * 
Speed Center U.S.A , Costa Mesa CA * 

Whee! Sport. Portiand OR ° Torsten 

Hallman. E! Cajon CA ۰ D W 
Engineering. Huntington NY + 
Palace Motor Corporation, 
Port Murray NJ ۰ Sullivan 
Brothers, Inc . Hanson MA ۰ 
Cycle East, Prattville AL 
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© Volvo of America Corporation 


NEW HOT SET-UP FRONT SUSPENSION 
11” REAR SUSPENSION - 35% POWER INCREASE 


Te‏ 7 وود ی سیم 


SUPER 
INTRODUCTORY 


OFFER! 


j COMBINATION 
FRONT AND 
REAR 
SUSPENSION 
KITS 


COMPLETE 


$250 + S&H 


; Qa SF w 


The H-V Induction kit BOLTS ON, with NO cylinder mods required. FRONT SUSPENSION 


You gain up to 35+% power gain throughout the RPM range, with | * ۰ > 
NO sacrifice anywhere! Tested and recommended by GARY BAILEY, NEW" SUPER GP” FRONT SUSPENSION 


JIM CONNOLLY, and many leading cycle magazines. Check out our new front suspension kit ADDS 
KITS NOW AVAILABLE FOR FORK TRAVEL-up to 2%"; PROGRESSIVE 
HONDA SUZUKI KAWASAKI BULTACO damping & springing. TOTALLY tunable to 
suit any rider exactly. THE MOST AD- 
CR-125/100 RM/TM-100 80/90/100 100/125 
MR-175 RM/TM-125 125 175/200 VANCED FORKS AVAILABLE AT ANY 
RM-250 175 250 PRICE! 8 
ask about kits for other bik 
و‎ RENE NOW AVAILABLE FOR: © 
tineludes 38mm Carb: KAN Filter: HV. Induction MA RED EON ج‎ 
u arb; ilter; H- nduction 3 È Q 
H-V INDUCTION only - $43.50 + $1.50 S&H RMS MSA ETON SOON c 
The 11” Travel kit BOLTS ON, and keeps your power on the ground, f 
while giving a smooth, soft ride at all speeds. You nardly feel even ¥ 
the biggest bumps, and overall handling ıs improved. You can now Skunk Works Eng. Co. 8 
ride faster, longer, and with less physical strain. P O B 
.O. Box 203-4 3 
COMPLETE KIT - $154.95 + S&H : 0 3 
(Includes SUPER GP* kit; S&W or KONI Shocks; proper springs; Destin, FL 32541 v 
chain tensioner) SPECIFY bike, rider weight & class. o 
SUPER GP* kit only - $64.95 + $1.50 S&H 5 
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between various stock machines. 
These suspension mods are to be 
bolt-on only. 

Frame — No replacement or 
modification except gusseting for 
strength. 

This rule specifically disallows 
shock movement or geometry 
changes. Gusseting will be allowed 
to help certain machines stay in one 
piece. 

Wheels — Axles, hubs, spokes, 
brake shoes and rims must remain 
stock. Brake shoes may be fitted to 
drums. Tires and tubes may be 
replaced with accessories. 

Knobbies are a necessity for fast 
riding, though they will not be 
required. Some money will be 
required here to be competitive. 

Miscellaneous Items: Fenders 
may be replaced; also bars, levers, 
cables and footpegs. Lights, 
mirrors, luggage racks, instruments, 
etc., should be removed for racing 
but must function when remounted. 
Seat, gas tank, air box or any other 
item not specifically mentioned here 
may not be modified or removed. 

Miscellaneous items is a catchall 
for details; it allows some lightening 
without letting dollars run 
rampant. It also allows for removal 
of crash-prone and expensive street 
equipment. Lights which could not 
cause harm to the rider (turn signals 
must be removed, for example) may 
remain if taped to prevent broken 
glass. 

Three Major Non-equipment 
Rules: 

— Total manufacturer's 
suggested retail for all non-stock 
items must not exceed $165 (subject 
to inflationary change, if 
necessary). This total excludes bars, 
levers and cables. 

— Any bike which has a 
manufacturer's suggested retail 
price exceeding the limiting price 
for its class cannot be modified 
other than light removal and basic 
tuning changes. 

— Limiting Prices: 

100cc — $775 

125cc — $925 

175cc — $1100 

250cc — $1275 

400cc — $1400 

These two rules put an upper 
ceiling on expense. They also 
prevent individuals from acquiring 
trick parts at discount prices. All 
parts will be considered at suggested 
retail. 


Continued on page 16 
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Circle Number 16 on page 8 


Circle Number 17 on page 88 


PISTON 
MOVEABLE 


Actual Size Shown 


MOTOR JEWELRY 


Motor jewelry is a new concept of authentically 
created charms designed specifically for the cycle and 
auto lover. 

All of the fine detail as found in genuine SPARK- 
PLUGS MICROMETERS and PISTONS have been 
captured in our distinctive ۰ 

Each is produced in solid sterling silver, hand 
polished and then antiqued by a hand rubbing process 
bringing out the finer features of each charm. 

Each item is supplied with a heavy sterling silver 
rope design chain in your choice of 21” or 24" length. 


Prices: $17.50 ea. with chain ۱‏ 3 سیم 
delivery. $10.00 ea. without chain‏ 


10 Day Money Back Guarantee 
JANO C check or money order enclosed 
ORIGINALS [ spark plug [O Piston 


P.O. Box 1782 Chain 
Clifton N.J. 07015 [J Micrometer length 


= 


Name 


Address 


چ 


City 


State Zip 
N.J. residents please add 5% sales tax. 


ج 


HOW ERY h EURIE 


۸ A 


Lsi 


TUNNELVISION 


Continued from page 15 


— Protest Rule: Any finisher 


may, for five dollars, protest illegal 
equipment or modifications on any 


other finisher’s bike. Accusations 
must be specific and the accuser 


forfeits the protest fee if the bike is 
found to be in accordance with the 


rules. If the bike is found to be 

illegal, then its owner must pay a 
$20 fine, $10 to the protester and 
$10 to the organization. The rider 


must comply with the rules or have 


his license revoked, and he is of 
course stricken from the day’s 
results. 

The protest rule is quite harsh, 
but I believe that it’s necessary to 
prevent Trailbike Racing from 
going the way of production road 
racing. I believe that the profit 
motive will keep Trailbike Racing 
strictly legit. I believe that the 
protest rule will be more effective 
than a claiming rule, because the 
protester won't have to have the 
necessary $1500 or $2000 to 


effectively halt an overeager money 


racer. In the end we just want to 
have fun for less. 


p 
MARTY CREG 
c 


The most 
complete 
mail order 
catalog of 
accessories, 
clothing, 
performance 
equipment 
and replace- 
ment parts 
for all makes 
and models. 


(213) 849-7295 


۰ 


515 N. Victory Blvd., Burbank, Calif. 91502 


Please send me a FREE copy of the 1977-78 
MOTORCYCLISTS CATALOG. Enclosed is 
$1.00 to cover the cost of postage & handling. 


Please include $1.00 for postage & handling 


1۳ 


NAME (print) ........ 
ADDRESS. «26k Ka tk 


Our “factory team” stands behind a bunch of hot numbers. 


longer without a sore neck. 

And because fit is so important, our helmets 
come in individual hat sizes—we figure S, M, and 
L just doesn’t cover everyone. 

So when it’s time for a better helmet, it’s time 
to see your Electro dealer for a fitting. He’s waiting 
to introduce you to our hot numbers. 


electro 


HELMETS 
Electrofilm, Inc./Electro Helmets 
7116 Laurel Canyon 6۱۷0 .. North Hollywood, 
CA 91605 (213) 875-1000 


van 
ie Exceeds Z-90.la, 1974 DOT specs. MIJA 
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Why is Electro fast becoming the “Helmet 
of Champions”? Because a rider who’s com- 
fortable has an edge over a rider who isn’t. 

We keep that in mind at Electro. Not only are 
Electro helmets light, but they’re designed to put 
more of the weight close to your head for a lower 
“moment of inertia”. Which means you can ride 


Marty Smith, Tommy Croft (Honda) 

Pierre Karsmakers, Broc Glover (Yamaha) 
Marty Moates, Greg Robertson (Ossa) 
Wayne Boyer (Bultaco) 

Kent Howerton, Dick Burleson (Husqvarna) 
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Circle Number 15 on page 88 


You're looking at the tire that’s chewing up 
Motocross championships across the country. 

The Dunlop K88 has already won more 
AMA Supercross and National Motocross 
events this year than any other tire. 

Because its rugged tread is specially 
designed to put more biting edges on the ground. 
This deep, self-cleaning tread—with reinforced 
shoulder blocks—bites hard into wet, soft or loose 
earth and gets a good grip on hard or rocky terrain. 

Top national teams are already on to the 
K88. You can be, too. Just ask your motorcycle 
dealer for the fastest tire on earth. 


MORE CYCLES RIDE ON DUNLOP 
THAN ANY OTHER TIRES IN THE WORLD 


DUNLOP 


The Tire Pros 


۱ arid Rubber Corporation, 
O. Box, 1109, Byffalo, New York 14240 


-STOMPING ALL NEW ۲۹۵5 &TS250 = 


55 13125: |f youre ready for some real 
A fun for challenging thetrails and 
streets like the champs,Suzukis all 
new 18185 is for you. It's powerful 
yet light and nimble .And it'll haul 
Î you over tar, through mud,and rutted 

= trails with nothing but your 
own ability determ- 
ining how far 
you can push if. 


THE ROMPING 


= = 
G ; ue 


GbE TRS 
24 —— 

& Long stroke 
GA front forks 


OS Tj 

TS250: ae) 
Of course its yellow. AAU 
Thats our competition color م4 هد‎ ۳ 

So, when you re ۵۵۳ more ` A a 
thanjust fun, yov better be ; Al > i 

Cure Youre on par with PS A- i 

the bast of 'em. Hip XPS 

A NXA a 
1 TS250 52 SS. Long stroke A Lx D ; o35 1ank 
۵ N 


Agile. SY È 
Su Der tough ۰ ۱ Gas-oll shocks 
With cat-like 1 


suspension. And its 
fast, It has to be. Or we 
wouldnt have painted it yellow. 


RI 
A Aluminum rims 
“4 


o 


THE THOROUGHBRED: SUZUKIS ALL OUT COMPETITION ENDURO. 0 


PE250: A pure Enduro. Vibrant 
Suzuki yellow, For 2 pure racer. 
That ll sneer atcompetition, With 
atop end that'll stand your hair 
on end — Low end torque that'll 
dare you to hang on. And if you're 
really a pro, the suspension will ler 
you lay down so low in the corners 
ull scrape your elbows- and still 
be able to recover for whatever's 
coming up next So whether YOu 
‘ „„, go fOr 2day or 6 day trials, now 
& Almgastank theres a Suzuki pure bred 
Enduro racer. And that 


1 AM A 
1 اا اکر‎ IONS means just one thing. 
y YE MYP 5 ۱ = If you're rider 
a ALS ES RED 
(RY 


tie D se 7 KA 


= . enough, youll 


AOD IAS Win. 

۹ os جح‎ SAV 

Sgp» Skid plate مه‎ SKS laid aos SS 
xX 7 ENS | 988-0 shacks The PE250 
AO KON Endura is 
intended for 
competition use 
only. Itis not 
intended far 
Street use, — 


SYSTEM 


Unique dual in- 
take system 
gives TS185, 
T : 
eR No matter which 


and mid- | Suzuki On/Off road bike 
range Torque! you get: the big bore TS400 
meu te the Dual- Range Trans. TC's, 
oe SARIS the all terrain RV90, the all new 
power band. | PE250, or anything in between, you'll 
be riding the best And that's something 


the other guys will have to worry about: 


| < 
FORGET YOUR TROUBLES. GET ON SUZUKI. $ 


7 ا ا 
motor is grounded out. Sometimes‏ 
the killing arrangement doesn’t‏ 
work and the bike turns around and‏ 
runs down the hill. Climbers have‏ 
nightmares about bikes running‏ 
amok through a crowd of spec-‏ 
tators.‏ 

Gearing is another big study. 
Climbers gear for first, second, 
third or fourth. Gearing depends on 
the hill, the machine, and whether 
or not fuel is used. Smaller bikes 
have to be geared up as tall as the 
bike will pull to get speed at the 
start. The bikes you see with huge 
sprockets are taking their power off 
the mainshaft for less gear friction 
and more torque. If you’re really 
into it, you'll have a box full of 
gearing. 

Then there’s tires. Knobbies are 
run in the regular classes which are 
subject to the AMA’s usual rules on 
equipment. In the Exhibition class 
anything goes. When it’s dry and 
dusty paddle tires on the rear wheel 
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running a bike designed for another 
purpose. If you stay with the sport 
you begin changing your bike, or 
get one well suited to hillclimb to 
play with, like maybe a ’67 
Bonneville TT. 

The big Exhibition class bikes are 
highly modified. Swingarms are 
extended so the bike won't loop 
over, either in the hole or on the 
hill. Sometimes the fork is raked out 
a bit. The bike may have a whole 
custom frame, either ordered from 
a specialist or homemade. The 
engine can be mounted forward. 
Footpegs are positioned to suit the 
rider, usually back of the stock 
position. 

All the bikes have deadman-type 
kill switches, so they don’t get away 
to trash the onlookers. ۸ loop 
around the rider’s wrist leads to an 
electrical connection, maybe a set of 
points, keeping them apart until he 
parts from his machine. Then the 


Fourteen years ago a handful of 
devoted Utah motorcyclists got 
together and decided, “Let’s go 
have a hillclimb.” When it was over 
they split the profits, $11 apiece. 

This year their direct des- 
cendents, the Bees Motorcycle Club, 
put on a complicated happening 
that the 30 members planned for a 
year and worked on for months. 
The meeting attracted 315 partic- 
ipants and at least 12,000 spec- 
tators. It profited the Bees about 
$22,000. 

It’s strange that Utah has the 
hillclimb, because the sport isn’t 
that big locally. To understand it, 
read about hillclimbs in other 
states. Height of hill, 230 feet. 240 
feet. 340 feet. Widowmaker Hill is 
the star of the show, 1500 big feet 
long. 

How do you get hooked on 
hillclimbing? You start out in the 
Beginner or Novice or Stock class, 
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satisfied or broken. 

The Utah Salt Flats Racing 
Association hired out to measure 
distances on the hill, making money 
for their speed trials. Bees had time 
to run their own bikes for a change, 
and help with problems at the 
bottom. Time was when the wives 
and kids had to chase the obnoxious 
drunks. 

Yes, who needs a rock concert 
when Widowmaker is on? Some 
people just come for the party. One 
year it was not the usual mirac- 
ulously good weather in the 
morning (April in Salt Lake is a 
rotten month). Radio stations falsely 
reported that Widowmaker was 
called off. When the Bees found 
out, one went down and called all 
the stations. Within an hour cars 
were lined up to get in. 

The Bees worried about changing 
the day this year from Sunday to 
Saturday. Would the snow still melt 
just in time? Would the sun still 
shine? God would continue to bless 
them, said one devout Mormon 
member, knowing it was a labor of 
love. Indeed, the day was perfect, 
although the days before were as 
usual: cold, windy, even a light 
snow. 

The change from Sunday was a 
good one. The crowd began to be a 
problem two years ago. The 
garbage was incredible. The Bees 
came to the attention of the Health 
Department. They speculated that 
more of a family crowd would come 
on a Saturday. It didn’t seem to be 
your typical family crowd, but the 
Bees said it was better. 

As the bikes ran up the three 
lanes, cars continued to stream in, 
making longer tidy straight lines. 
The crowd around the outside of 
the starting area swelled. (Family?) 
groups sat on blankets. People in 
booths and trailers peddled T-shirts 
and food, adding to the carnival 
atmosphere. 

Down lanes for the bikes became 
well marked. Some of the out-of 
town bikes don’t have brakes, really 
had to be bulldogged off the hill. 
The hard part: going down. 

Riders on the Novice and Am- 
ateur lanes were going much farther 
than on the rougher Expert lane. 
The Bees had been a bit over- 
zealous, perhaps, in protecting the 
integrity of the hill. Nervously, 
mindful of the somewhat feuding 
ways of local clubs, we asked the 
out-of-state Experts, weren’t they 
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EA 9 PRS SEE‏ رک 
a few hundred feet above the Salt‏ 
Lake Valley.‏ 

It looks rough, especially the 
Expert run on the right. The Bees 
clear some brush, but not so’s you 
could notice. Wouldnt want to 
make the monster hill too tame. 
The Bees are not anxious to have 
their hill topped again as it was last 
year by Jim True. If it were easy 
the rides would have to be against 
time, as they often are in other 
states, instead of for distance. 

Climbers only stop looking at the 
hill for the riders’ meeting. Then 
they look at it some more while 
lining up, and in the hole. 

The small engine sizes start first, 
each moderately successful bike 
clearing the hill a little for those 
that follow. All three “hills” run at 
once, a three-lane circus. Even so, 
there’s theoretically not enough 
time before dark for all the riders. 
All that saves it is that some don’t 
take their second run, either 


are usually the best. On wet or 
rough hills chains work for you. 

All those groovy ways you can 
play with the bike. Whooee! 

Having gotten your basic orien- 
tation as to the why of those funny 
lookin’ bikes, you go out to 
Widowmaker as early as you can 
drag out and get together the 
essential spectator necessities: a 
camera, plenty of beer and film. 

The Bees now have to hire help. 
By 8:30 a.m. the crowd is already 
large. Sheriff's Posse riders on 
Palominos and REACT members, a 
search and rescue unit, park the 
cars in tidy straight lines. 

Nature has provided well. The 
hill is in an ancient mountain 
range, worn down to almost 
manageable size. Lake Bonneville, 
the prehistoric ancestor of the Great 
Salt Lake, washed away an ample 
flat place (locally called a bench) 
for parking, pitting and camping. 
The whole site perches picturesquely 
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see x‏ = تحت 


he flipped at 969 feet, high mark 
for the day. 

The people-path outside the snow 
fences was more beat now than the 
bike paths. The loose silt was so 
slippery that the hot way to descend 
was by clinging to the fence. Beer 
and pop cans were everywhere, in 
spite of Jack Carlton’s polite pleas 
for cleanliness, and the plastic 
garbage bag and promise of refund 
for its filling given to each 
ticket-holder. 

At the bottom the crowd had 
changed. Some of those left were 
over-partied, shall we say, over- 
consumed with brew or whatever. 
Two pickups backed into each 
other. Crash. Occupants got out to 
properly fix blame. A car came 
through a narrow lane of remaining 
vehicles with another car’s bumper 
angled through its own. “He pulled 
that cars bumper right off and 
never stopped.” He was headed for 
my Datsun pickup. Hastily I moved 
it into the protective custody of 
several large American models. 
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Team JMI rider sashays toward the crowd. 


to press the shutter. 

Everything else stopped as the big 
Exhibition bikes began their 
charges, bouncing over bumps, 
trying to stay within the 30-foot 
boundaries. Every so often a bike 
would go higher than its fellows. 
Ron True did the best in the class 
with 657. 

At some magic point in the 
afternoon, people began to be burnt 
out, and outgo from the area 
exceeded inflow. The sun was going 
down and the sky had become 
overcast. Long lines of cars wound 
out the upper gate and all the way 
down the rolling foothills to the 
Interstate below. 

The last regular class, the 
371-500cc Experts, still had to 
finish, so bikes started again on the 
middle, relatively smooth lane. 
After some good, strong climbs to 
about 700 feet, Clyde Peterson kept 
on going and going, getting smaller 
in the distance as the crowd roared 
and horns honked. People on the 
hill couldn’t see, he was so high, but 


mad they didn’t have a real shot at 
the top, traveling all this way to 
compete? No, everybody had to ride 
the same hill. And it was a 
challenge. They enjoyed it. Whew. 
All right the way they do it in 
California. 

Of course, all kinds of motor- 
cycling are big in California. 
Hillclimbing also seems to be 
relatively big in the Midwest. Well, 
they have to do something. No 
desert racing. 

Spectators, now that the crowd 
was at maximum, went inside the 
snow fence to be able to see the 
bikes. Announcer Jack Carlton, 
after 50 fruitless calls to them to 
move back, declared a bounty on 
the first spectator to be hit by a 
bike. Spectators watched bikes like 
rabbits do hawks, flung themselves 
away with well-trained spectator 
reflexes when necessary. Six of us 
missed the picture of the day when 
a bike coming right at us did a 
complete back somersault, too busy 
trying to teleport through the fence 
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DISTANCE BIKE DISPLACEMENT 


500 (high mark) 
450 


500 
890 
750 
750 
750 


750 

1000 (last year’s 
hill topper) 

750 

1000 


Kaw 
Yam 
Hon 
Hon 
Bul 
Rok 
Hus 
Yam 
Yam 
Yam 
CZ 
Yam 
Bul 
Yam 
Mai 
Suz 
Suz 
Hon 
Yam 
Yam 
Yam 
Hon 
Bul 
Hon 
Suz 
Bul 
Bul 
H-D 
Bul 
Bul 
Suz 
Yam 
Yam 
Yam 
Mai 
Yam 
Hon 
Hon 
Tri 
H-D 
Tri 


Nor 
H-D 


525 
357.5 
642.11 
639.11 
639.9 
627 
619.8 


NAME 


Rick Amann 
Ralph Gilbert 
Jeff Haslam 
Boyd Mortensen 
Kent Argyle 
Mike Underwood 
Kurt Wooley 

B. Peterson 
Tom Mathews 
Mike Erlandson 
Eugene Larsen 
Bob Powell 
Randy Brimhall 
Kyle Davis 
Mike Parry 

Dan Tamllos 
Bob Fox 

Robert Peck 
Kyle Davis 
Craig Chamber 
Del Bevan 

lke Alldredge 
Sonny Holmes 
Steve Stith 
Mark Scholz 
Mark Scholz 
George McGraw 
Kerry Peterson 
Elden Peterson 
George McGraw 
Randy Erickson 
Clyde Peterson 
Craig Mock 
Clyde Peterson 
Kerry Peterson 
Glen Worrell 
Marvin Blodgett 
Gary Chandler 
Craig Mock 

Jim Ellenberger 
Gary Waddell 


Ron True 
Jim True 


Duane Vinson 
Vincent Bertolucci 
Ron Saffel 


EXHIBITION 


The road bike of a luckless 
spectator was leaned up against a 
fancy new pickup while he went 
down to get more beer. Its 
occupants were offended. They 
attacked the bike, punched its light 
out, stomped its spokes. It was still 
offensive, so they shot it, making 
sure it was dead by driving over it. 
When the Bees, attracted by this 
noisy process, protested, the pickup 
fled by the lines of exiting cars, es- 
caping rolling in the ditches one 
knows not how, to leave the lower 
gate just as the radio message 
reached it, too late. 

Said luckless owner didn’t, on his 
return, at first recognize his bike. 
When recognition set in he became 
very upset. The pickup’s license 
number didn’t come out of the 
computer (of course) so the bike 
murderers are still at large. 

The Bees then faced the last 
problem of the meeting. Garbage. 
They cleaned for three days, hired 
bands of Scouts and teams of Little 
Leaguers. Board of Health said no 
good. One more round with the 
Scouts for a grand total of two 
full-sized dump trucks, ten 3⁄4- 
tonners, five pickups and a cart. 

What will you do with the 
$22,000, everyone asks. All that 
money, it’s not enough. At Christ- 
mas they inquired, again, about 
buying the land. They figure they 
need 50 acres with the parking. It 
was $6000 an acre then. Yearly 
payments would have been 
$60,000. Now it’s $7000 an acre. 
Salt Lake is growing fast, the 
community of Sandy nearby is one 
of the fastest growing areas in the 
country. Land area is finite in the 
mountain-rimmed Salt Lake Valley. 
Members, as they travel around, 
keep looking for another piece of 
land like Widowmaker. After all, 
Lake Bonneville had hundreds, 
even thousands of miles of shore- 
line. But they can never find a hill 
like Widowmaker. The Traverse 
Mountains are unique, not too low, 
not too high. Houses are built closer 
to the hill, year by year. Too bad 
State Parks doesn’t have any money. 
“Now if this were in California...” 
We know, weve been through it 
before, with the Salt Flats, with 
open land in the valley to ride on. 

Maybe the Bees’ members can 
each buy an acre. Maybe someone 
can each buy an acre. 

Don’t wait too long to see the 
spectacle of Widowmaker. o 
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by Rex Reese 


enthusiast Bill Putman to promote, 
organize, advertise and lay out the 
first Las Vegas 400. 

With only six weeks to get 
everything together, Casey and Bill 
had to work hard. All down the line, 
people were very cooperative, 
especially the BLM which isn’t exactly 
famous for aiding off-road events. 
Sponsors were quite generous. 
Contingencies were provided by 
Champion Spark Plugs, Oury grips, 
WEBCO, Pennzoil/Gumout, Bel-Ray, 
Rolf Tibblin and others. On the 


logistical side, many volunteers 
donated their time, including a local 


went to the cars, obviously enough, 
because their course was like an 
unpaved freeway. The bikes, on the 
other hand, had to work their way 
through some really tough terrain. At 
trophy and check time, the winning 
bike team got almost nothing for their 
efforts. 

This year, Mint 400 officials 
announced that bikes wouldn’t be run 
at all. That was ok, bikers were fed up 
with the Mint anyway. 

With no one else to hold an event for 
bikes, Casey Folks, owner of 
Sportsman Cycle of Las Vegas, got 
together with friend/money man/bike 


For years, the Mint 400 had been 
unpopular with bikers for a number of 
reasons. One reason was that bikes, 
even the winning teams, got paid far 
less than the car teams. Even if a bike 
team was an overall winner. The 
reasons for such poor treatment have 
been excuses like “bike classes are 
small” or “there aren’t enough bike 
contingencies,” and so forth. 

Last year was the ultimate 
humiliation for the bikes Mint officials 
segregated bikes and cars to separate 
courses. The winning times of both the 
cars and bikes were then compared to 
determine the overall winner. The win 
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The Bruce Howell/Ernie Nogosek Yamaha. 


personnel stationed along the 59.6- 
mile course which rambled through 
silt, rocks, ranches and mountains, the 
first class was ready to be waved off at 
6 a.m. Each class was flagged from a 
dead-engine start at five-minute 
intervals, with the Opens first, 
followed by the 250s, then the 125s, 
with the Old Timers last. 

Fifty-two teams competed for the 
$12,000 guaranteed purse which 
waited for them at the end of the six- 
lap, 360-mile race. When it was over, 
Larry Roeseler and Bob Rutten won 
first Open bike, first overall. About ten 
minutes later, Jack Johnson came in, 
putting Scot Hardin and himself into 
second Open, second Husky. A.C. 
Bakken and Brent Wallingsford were 
third overall, third Open, third Husky. 
Fourth was the team of Mike Maze and 
Preston Gerber, first 250, first KTM. 


ham radio group which provided 
continuous radio communications, and 
The Las Vegas Volunteer Fire 
Department along with a volunteer 
first aid unit. 

Unlike the Mint, which apparently 
was ruled by oligarchy, Casey and Bill 
used good, simple common sense to do 
things. Saturday’s tech inspection was 
simple: Casey just checked bikes and 
equipment to make sure that nothing 
would fall apart. Once the frame and 
engine serial numbers were recorded 
and painted over, that was it. The 
riders’ meeting at the Marina Hotel 
that night took about 30 minutes. 
Folks told what was going to happen 
Sunday and then asked for questions. 
A couple popped up and were 
adequately answered. The meeting 
was over. 

With checkpoints and medical 


Jack Johnson pauses in the pits. 


Tom Brooks/Bob Ballentine KTM 

Chuck Rush/Sid Tarbett Hus 

250 class 

Mike Maze/Preston Gerber KTM 

Mel Chapman/Leroy Kyger Yam 

A.L. Haydis/Alee Petterson Yam 

Marc Knudsen/Max Switzer KTM 

Rick Finger/Ric Secor Hus 

125 class 

Steve Wisemann/Jim Beardsley Suz 

Ron Ellenburg/Troy Fitch Yam 

Ed Curran/Phil Smith Hus 

Doug Stantlander/Leonard Sikorski 
KTM 

Rod Ahlstrom/Danny Winebarger 
Yam 

Old timers 

Rolf Tibblin/Howard Utsey Hus 

Bruce Lewellyn/Jack Froelich Yam 

Dick Camp/Gordon Schmid Yam 

Dick Vick/Niles Ussery Hus 

Charlie Morris/Dick Graham Hus @ 
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At the awards meeting Sunday 
night, everybody was tired, happy for 
everybody else, and enthusiastic about 
the running of the Las Vegas 400. 
Importantly enough, nobody had any 
gripes; each said that they’d come back 
for next year’s 400. The Las Vegas 400 
has perhaps minted itself into a new 
classic. 


RESULTS 


Overall 

Larry Roeseler/Bob Rutten Hus 

Jack Johnson/Scott Hardin Hus 

A.C. Bakken/Brent Wallingsford 
Hus 

Mike Maze/Preston Gerber KTM 


Open class 

Larry Roeseler/Bob Rutten Hus 
Jack Johnson/Secot Hardin Hus 

A.C. Bakken/Brent Wallingsford 
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Each time we test a machine it is 
rated in overall performance and it 
finds its place in our minds among 
all of the other bikes we've tested. 
Similarly, each of the individual 


components — brakes, forks, 
shocks, air boxes, gearboxes and 
such — falls into its position 


somewhere in our memory banks, 
again, depending on how they 
compare to everything else that’s 
available. Besides the obvious things 
that come into play when assigning 
a rank to the various machines — 
like suspension, handling and power 
characteristics — we must also take 
into consideration reliability, ease of 
maintenance, component failure 
rates, parts availability, parts prices 
and, of course, the machine’s initial 
cost. Consideration of all these 
things together determines what 
will be a top motorcycle in its class. 

For a competition machine to 
hold this top position, it must not 
only shine in all of these areas, but 
it must also improve significantly 
and regularly at the same pace as 
the factory progresses with their 
works bikes. These days, with 
technological advancements coming 
in leaps and bounds, it has not been 
uncommon to see new, updated 
models appearing on the dealers’ 
showroom floors every six to eight 
months or so. The first Japanese 
manufacturer willing to put forth 
this all-out effort to make ma- 
chinery available to the public in as 
close a form as is practically possible 
to what their team riders are 


giant open class 


competing on in national and shootout h as 
international events (which is what . . 
we've been asking and hoping for impr oved in all 
ever since the famous Japanese * 

airship pilot, Haruyasu Moto, first the r igh t pl aces 


discovered motocross in 1938) is the 
Suzuki Motor Co. 
Suzuki has been involved in 
motocross for quite some time. Back 
in "71, Joel Robert picked up his 
fourth 250cc World Championship 
in his first season aboard an 
سس‎ Sazuki. works bike: In One of the many improvements in the 
that same year, Roger DeCoster B model is a slightly stronger set of 
won his first world title aboard an fork springs which precisely correct 
open class Suzuki. It wasn’t long the problem we had with our 370A. 
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after that when people in the press 
end of the motorcycle industry 
began to wonder why a company 
with the know-how to build 
a no-compromise, world-beating 
motocrosser would market to the 
public a bike as compromising as 
the TM series dirt bikes. Although it 
was difficult to imagine, we could 
only figure that the racing depart- 
ment had no communication what- 
soever with the designers of the 
production bikes. It was just a few 
months ago that we found out that 
our assumption was indeed correct. 
As incredible as it may seem, the 
two departments never even ate 
lunch together. 

The introduction of the RM series 
was a much-needed shock to the 
industry. Dropping the RM125A 
into the hands of Joe Motocrosser 
shortly after the introduction of the 
initial RM series bike, the RM125M, 
made it quite obvious to everyone 
that Suzuki was ready to “go for it.” 
Then came the RM250 and 370As, 
again an instant success. The 
blow-mind motocrosser era was 
upon us. Since the first RMs fell into 
our hands, they have been judged 
by the brain trust of the DIRT 
BIKE Wrecking Crew (comprised of 
actual staff crazies as well as a 
frightening collection of WFO, 
dirt-pounding test riders) as the best 
total-package motocross bikes in 
each displacement category. They 
have remained at the top of their 
respective classes primarily because 
they were sufficiently superior to 
what was then available. In 
addition, Suzuki of Japan has 
received vast amounts of feedback 
from the U.S. Suzuki racing 
department and their sponsored 
riders in regard to what works, 
what doesn’t, as well as suggestions 
for improvements. It -is this vital 
link between production bike racers 
and the factory, in conjunction with 
Suzuki’s willingness to make mid- 
year changes without hesitation, 
that has kept the big “S” a rung or 
two above their competition from 
the day each RM series model was 
introduced. 


by the Staff of DIRT BIKE 


Just like Roger’s? Well, it’s close 
enough for us mere humans. Forty of 
the most usable horses you can 
imagine live inside. 
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model, the 37015 engine has received 
relatively few modifications, 
However, the few changes they 
have made have given birth to a 
dramatic performance increase 
throughout the rpm range. While 
the 372cc powerplant has retained 
its 77mm x 80mm bore and stroke, 
the intake port has been lowered 
3mm and the piston has been 
lightened significantly. Further 
modifications, which have less 
effect on performance, include a 
switch to full-width locating 

pins for the Keystone-type rings 
and the elimination of the bypass 
/starting port. Lowering the intake, 
lightening the piston and providing 
a new CDI unit 


What does all of this have to do 
with airships, you may be asking 
yourselves? Well, actually very 
little. 

The RM370B which we are 
currently testing is the product of a 
natural progression from the 370A 
which won our Giant Open Class 
Shootout (August ’76 DB). Although 
it is basically very similar to the A, 
the B has been redesigned and 
improved ina number of 
areas (all of the right 
ones) from end to end. 

Compared to the 
250B engine, which 
received major bore, 
stroke and porting 
changes over the A 


Like all beautiful ladies, her mere presence is an invitation for you to 


wrap yourself around her. 


with a different ignition character- 
istic, has not only given a boost to 
an already healthy top end, but 
has also added considerably to the 
usability of the mid-range and 
bottom end. An engine that left 
little to be desired in its first 
configuration has become stronger 
all the way through. There is 30 to 
40 horsepower available anywhere 
between 5500 and 7500 rpm. And 
there are no surprises, just smooth, 
usable power. When the bypass 
port became clogged with carbon 
on the As, it was obvious that its 
effects were not beneficial enough 
to justify its existence. There’s also a 
new kickstarter shaft, and both the 
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KING RICHARD 
COPS ANOTHER 


Burr Oak 1977 became the oldest 
continuously run national enduro. 
It’s presented by the Midwest 
National Enduro Riders Association, 
with a membership of 85 in the 
states of Illinois, Indiana and Iowa. 
For 14 years the event has remained 
centered in Newton County, 
Indiana. During that time it has 
grown from a family reunion 
atmosphere (with a few motorcycles 
brought along for fun) to a serious 
business (the amount of money 
invested and the desire to win). 
Sometimes the desire to win 
overpowers the ability to think. At 
the Burr Oak this has meant a 
change in attitude on the part of the 
uninterested but nevertheless 
involved citizens of this area. 

Lake Alexander Campground, 
outside Momence, Illinois, was the 
starting place again this year. 
Although a two-day qualifier was 
scheduled for the same weekend, 
the roster of riders included the likes 
of Richard Burleson, Skip Olson, 
Don Sanford, Bill Geier, Ted 
Worrell, Bruce Kenny and several 
of the other top names in the AMA 
national points standings. 

Burleson had won four out of 
five. He was “ripe and ready for the 
kill” in the eyes of his friendly 
competitors, and probably no one 
would have liked to do the plucking 
more than Can-Am’s Skip Olson. 
“Always the bridesmaid, never the 
bride” gets old in a hurry. 

Dick’s outwardly cool appearance 
may be more unnerving than his 
fast riding skill on the trail. While 
other riders get involved with the 
politics of an event, outguessing the 
layout crew and all the related side 
interests of an enduro, he adjusts 
the jetting on his Husky, checks the 
tires and changes some other part to 
get himself in “synch” with the 
demands of the particular race. 

As he said, “I can remember the 
conditions of the trails in an area 
once I have ridden them, so I can ğ 
gear myself and my bike for what is 1 3 
going to be offered at a specific اک‎ 2 
Let him who is without sin cast the first stone 


۹ 


0۷ Brian and Ann Paloma one as 5۹ jeji کی چ‎ | 
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enduro.” However, the pressure on 
Dick is increased by the standard he 
sets for himself — perfection. 

Everyone at the Burr Oak was a 
little edgy. Even those who were 
signed up to ride the Burr for the 
first time had heard about the 
difficulties riders had last year with 
the state police in Newton County, 
Indiana. The sponsors tried to give 
a fair picture of the problem to keep 
it from being overplayed. 

Each rider’s packet also came 
with a brief statement, “Land Use 
Restrictions and Common Sense,” 
urging riders to use their heads and 
work to create a favorable image in 
the minds of local residents. 

Burr Oak’s location (about 50 
miles south of Chicago-Gary) makes 
it easy access for lots of dirt bike 
enthusiasts, and the MNERA always 
turns away riders after reaching its 
400-rider limit. This year they 
received nearly 600 applications — 
a strong testimonial to the quality of 
the run. 

However, its location also means 
extremely valuable land, most 
privately owned and fully utilized 
in corn and livestock production. 
Permits to ride portions of this land 
were obtained from each owner 
prior to the run — and most of 
these were very specific in designat- 
ing where the trail could run. 

Ride Burr Oak once and you'll 
remember flat, fast dirt roads, 
ditches, and ridges that separate 
mile-square corn fields, oak trees, 
thick pines and sand. Sand is 
sometimes just a thin covering on 
the trail, but in other places it is a 
foot-thick base which takes a 
certain skill to maneuver at top 
speed. An occasional dune rises up 
against the flat horizon line and if 
you see such an outcropping, you 
can be sure you'll have to ride over 
it. 
One hundred and fifty miles with 
little opportunity to slack off your 
pace. It’s hard riding, but offers a 
good chance to use every dirt riding 
skill you’ve acquired. 

And so it began again this year. 
Six miles of county roads before 
dropping off on a trail that 
immediately went up, over and 
down a dune into an OB check, and 
then a sharp turn and up again 
along a fence row and through a 
field full of sand and trees into the 
first check. 

It was a sunny, warm day. There 
would be no flooded sections as 


DIRT BIKE 


The smile of a five-time ۰ 


the trails and back onto county 
roads, riders were routed through 
the small community of Pembroke, 
just a few miles from Lake 
Alexander. In years past the 
residents had enjoyed having the 
riders come through, but this year it 
was not a welcoming committee 
that was waiting to greet them. 

Again, a detour seemed the most 
logical choice, and riders were glad 
this area was part of the old 
Northwest Territory land acquisi- 
tion so roads were laid out at mile 
intervals. The riders found their 
way home; the final check was 
thrown out. 

Again the sheriff was on hand to 
straighten out problems between 
two riders (whose bikes were 
destroyed) and some rock-throwing 
spectators. It had been a busy day 
all the way around. Scoring was 
made more difficult by the need to 
cancel three checks. 

Burleson eked out a one-point 
win over Skip Olson, 989 to 988. 

As much of the post-race con- 
versation centered on the incidents 
with the spectators, the MNERA 
worried that people would feel that 
the majority of the riders were 
involved — while in fact no more 
than ten were. However, they did 
concede that for those ten the race 
had a different image. 

The club’s hard work couldn’t 
prevent the hassles. Hopefully the 
hassles won’t prevent the club from 
sponsoring another Burr Oak. If 
they don’t, everyone will have lost. @ 
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sight in the mind’s‘eye. “More sand. 
These trees look like a tornado went 
through here — there must be an 
easier way. Look! Cut over here 
where it’s flat and pick up the trail 
on the other side.” Since enduro 
riders are like sheep, it wasn’t long 
before a whole herd had followed 
along. In this case the sheep were in 
the corn and an angry farmer 
stopped “Little Boy Blue” Sanford 
with a shotgun as though he had 
been personally responsible for the 
others’ actions. 

After a 15-minute conversation 
which saw Don doing little talking 
but much mental addition (adding 
points in the late column on his 
score card which had only shown 12 
up to the 15th check), he and the 
farmer parted company and San- 
ford headed for home as close to the 
red arrows as he could possibly ride. 

The finish line, a known control, 
was also a timed check. Coming off 


there were last year. Riders were 
rolling along and all was beautiful. 
Unfortunately, by the end of the 
day there were a few lumps and 
bruises that didn’t come from the 
normal hazards of the trail. 

The checker at the 100-mile point 
was sure his check would decide the 
run. It was at the end of ten miles 
of tight trails, most through woods 
and thick underbrush. He never got 
to test his theory because the riders 
never reached the spot where he 
was set up. 

The trail was on land owned by 
one person, occupied by someone 
else. The owner gave permission, 
the tenant either didn’t know or 
didn’t care — but definitely didn’t 
let riders cross this stretch of land. 
With the help of the sheriff, a new 
route was quickly set up to bypass 
the problem before too many were 
affected. 

At 117 miles the end was within 
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At 1500 hours on the last Friday 
| ۱ in April the streets on base at Ft. 
| Hood, Texas, the Army’s largest 

stateside post, were bumper-to- 
bumper with the cars of enlisted 
men and NCOs headed for the 
adjacent city of Killeen. It was pay 
day, and the New Action Army was 
in a spending mood. Waiting in 
Killeen to accommodate them were 
prostitutes of every race, color and 
national origin, clothing stores, 
pawn shops and discount houses. 
On the curb outside the bus station 
servicemen were lined three deep 
waiting to get hauled to Houston, 
Austin and Dallas on weekend 
passes. 

But back on base at the 

headquarters of the Ft. Hood Dirt 


Story and photos by Pete Szilagyi 
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Warblers purely academic. The 
heat of the day and a cool Pacific 
upper air mass were constructing a 
line of mammoth thunderstorms 
100 or 200 miles to the southwest. 
At dusk they began rumbling 
eastward toward the post. 

At 0800 hours Saturday the riders 
began leaving four a minute to 
begin the almost 200-mile first day’s 
ride, but there was no crowd of 
well-wishers on hand to see them 
off, nor was the three-star general 
there to officially start the trials. 
The weather was fit only for ducks 
and enduro riders. Support crews, 
families and friends of the riders sat 
in vans and motor homes watching 
lightning reach out of the low black 
clouds into the rocky cedar- and 
oak-covered hills to the west — the 
hills where the course had been laid 
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In some cases the course was routed 
near roads to avoid the heavy mire in 
the boondocks. 


setting up for maneuvers near Gas 
Stop 5, right in the middle of the 
course. Cyr could do no more than 
shake his head and mutter some- 
thing about the Army always 
coming first. Near that same section 
of the several-thousand-acre base, 
where the hollows begin their 
gradual drop to the level of nearby 
Lake Belton, is where the extremely 
rare Golden-Cheeked Warbler was 
nesting. While laying out the course 
the Dirt Riders had run into a 
bureaucracy of a different sort — 
the environmentalists. The club’s 
biggest problem, though, could not 
be foreseen, and in the end it would 
make the impositions by the unit on 
maneuvers and the Golden-Cheeked 


7 


Yamahas...’ 


Riders, an elderly frame bungalow 
set amid rifle ranges and tank trails, 
the rush to escape the post seemed a 
million miles away. The FHDR 
were getting down to their most 
serious business of the year, the 
Fifth Annual Ft. Hood Two-Day 


Reliability Trials — the ISDT 
Qualifier. 
Sign-up was underway, and 


throughout the day names like 
Penton, Mungenast, Leimbach, 
Cranke, Jensen, Higgins and Uhl 
had been picking up their rider 
packets. During rare idle moments 
FHDR workers asked each other if 
anyone had seen Malcolm Smith or 
if Al Baker had shown up yet. 
Things were not going as 
smoothly as the FHDR had hoped, 
however. Tom Cyr, club president, 
was told that an Army unit was 
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out. Rainwater rushing through the 
camping-impound area cut a series 
of converging five-foot-wide 
streams, and occasionally a wave of 
small hailstones rapped on the 
assemblage of vehicles. 

Rain should be no deterrent to 
hopeful ISDT riders, so, water- 
proofed to the hilt, they dutifully 
sloshed off into the gray when their 
numbers came up. What awaited 
them in the hills, however, was a 
phenomenon they would probably 
not be expected to face at any ISDT 
— flash flooding. The nature of the 
terrain around Ft. Hood causes 


rainwater dumped quickly to run 
off into the numerous creeks in the 
area instead of sinking into the soil. 
After just an hour of rain, Clear 
Creek, which was to have been 
encountered by 


the riders at 


Much of Sunday’s course was a roller 
coaster of slimy hillsides and sloughs 
full of standing water. 


dozen of those were not able to roll 
when their numbers came up. 

Among the riders frantically 
working to get going in the 
impound area was Bill Uhl, who 
provided a fine lesson in the art of 
repairing a flat tire singlehandedly 
and in near record time, considering 
that his rear wheel and drivetrain 
were coated with several inches of 
mud. About 40 spectators, enjoying 
one of the few visual treats of the 
weekend, silently and reverently 
watched Uhl work. Nearby, Al 
Baker was mounting new handle- 
bars on his Yamaha, while others 
changed spark plugs and dried out 
carburetors. Finally, only a handful 
of terminally ill bikes remained. 

So brief was the ride that most of 
the action took place on the 
two-lane blacktop roads crowded 
with support crews hurrying to 
catch a glimpse of their riders at 
road crossings. The riders, well 
strung out, appeared from holes cut 
in the underbrush, crossed the road 
and were again consumed by trails 
cut by platoons of marching 
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crossings, but two of the favored 
riders, Carl Cranke and Malcolm 
Smith, as well as about 50 others, 
had already withdrawn due io 
mechanical problems suffered on 
the aborted first leg. The deluge 
resumed during the abbreviated 
afternoon ride, and the problem 
changed from flooding to thick mud 
and serious rider disorientation. At 
11 that night the last two lost riders 
were found by a military police 
helicopter using a  50,000-watt 
searchlight. 

Sunday dawned gray but not 
rainy. The west side of the course 
was still flooded and most of the 
north and east sections were also 
impassable, so the course had to be 
confined to a 30-mile run near the 
lake, about an hour and a halfs 
worth of sticky going. Originally, 
the second-day course was to have 
taken about six hours and included 
the motocross special test, which 
had to be canned. Out of some 300 
bikes on hand Saturday morning, 
only 90 remained for Sunday’s 
30-mile sprint, and a couple of 


mid-morning, was ten feet out of its 
banks and surging wildly. Riders 
were beginning to back up where 
the course crossed the flooded 
tributary streams. Finding no way 
around them, some riders attempted 
to get a head start and motor 
across. Their bikes were swept from 
under them by the current and they 
found themselves in  chest-deep 
water with only water-filled boots 
to use as flippers. Other riders 
conspired to cross the creeks — two 
or more would carry a bike across, 
then return for another. Riders 
stopped at road crossings and 
related horror stories about what 
was going on back in the hills to 
onlookers. 

Though the rain had tapered off 
to a steady drizzle, the course had 
become virtually unrideable and 
there was fear that drownings 
might result if the event continued. 
The riders were called in. 

At 1:00 p.m. the trials resumed 
on a 70-mile section of the course 
that had been checked out and 
found to have no dangerous water 
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. . . much to the delight of a group of 
onlookers who gave him an A-plus in 


RESULTS 


OPEN 

1. Bob Messer (G) Maico 

2. Kevin LaVoie (G) Penton 
3. Tom Reese (G) Penton 

4. Danny Reese (G) Penton 
5. Bob Popiel (G) Husqvarna 


350cc 

1. Gary Youngkins (G) Penton 

2. Mike Hannon (G) Bultaco 

3. Ed Schmidt (B) Husqvarna 

4. Dave Mungenast (B) Husqvarna 
5. Jeff Hammond (B) Yamaha 


250cc 

1. Jack Penton (G) Penton 

2. Erik Jensen (G) Penton 

3. Mark Markowitz (G) Penton 
4. Jim Fogle (G) Husqvarna 

5. Ron Bohn (G) Husqvarna 


200cc 

1. Dane Leimbach (G) Penton 
2. Donald Cichochi (G) Penton 
3. Ron Bush (G) Penton 

4. Jeff Smith (G) Can-Am 

5. Andrew Smith (G) Hercules 


125cc 

1. Mike Russo (G) Hercules 

2. Dwight Rudder (G) Hercules 
3. Tom Penton (G) Penton 

4. Bob Pearce (S) Can-Am 

5. Jim Jenkins (B) Yamaha 


100cc 
1. Glen Allison (G) Penton 
2. Deon Drown (B) Hodaka 


speed and style. 


doing their damndest to sweat out 
the fiasco that nature had wrought. 

With the best overall score was 
Bob Messer from Ft. Hood. After 
several years of motocrossing in 
Southern California, bouncing 
between sponsors, Messer found the 
richest benefactor of all, Uncle 
Sam, and became a member of 
Team Army. Bob topped the Open 
class on a Maico. Jack Penton won 
the 250 class; Gary Younkins the 
350 class; Dane Leimbach the 175 
class; and Glen Allison had the best 
time of the 100s. All were riding 
Pentons. 

As the 77 finishers sat on a 
muddy Texas hillside and swapped 
lies about swimming shark-infested 
rivers and mudholes as big as buses, 
the tech inspection crew was 
checking engine numbers to make 
sure everyone started and finished 
on the same motorcycle. Then 
something weird happened. The 
sun came out. Everyone stopped 
what they were doing, looked at 
one other, and thought the same 


thing, “Shit, wouldn’t ya know it.” @ 


Late getting started Sunday morning, 
Bill Uhl wrestles a knobby onto the 
rim... 


soldiers. With so many riders 
behind schedule and such a short 
distance in which to make up time, 
the trials turned into a hare and 
hound race of sorts, with evil holes 
and stumps, and even a dead cow 
at one point, lurking around every 
blind corner. Throughout there was 
a rumbling in the background — 
not the familiar sound of thunder, 
but that of exploding artillery shells 
in the impact area to the west. Woe 
to the rider who strayed too far off 
course. 

Despite the fact that the event 
had been shortened to 100 miles 
over two days, a mere trail ride to 
some of the riders, the finishers 
checking in at the final inspection 
area grinned like they had just lived 
through World War III, an impres- 
sion heightened by the ordnance 
popping off in the background. As 
they removed their helmets and 
scraped the mud from their teeth, 
the riders began to assume names. 
Before they had been nearly 
identical in appearance — Belstaff- 
jacketed, covered with mud and 
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DIRT BIKE INTERVIEW 


The Hurricane talks about his ambitions, his rivals, 
his stock and works bikes, and quail hunting . . . 


by Schoonmaker and Woods 


Bob Hannah, by virtue of his domination of last year’s 125cc National 
Championship and his incredible 12-moto win streak at the beginning of 
this season, has become the latest “‘superstar’’ in American motocross, an 
arena that has made and broken many others in the past. 

Our interview took place in a Sambo’s restaurant in Palmdale, near 

Bob’s old home of Lancaster, California. Later, Bob took us out to his 
practice area for some action photography. We had a lot of questions to 
ask Bob, things that have been on most every motocross fan’s mind, 
questions about his “stock 250, about his hopes to ride in Europe, about 
the background of this kid who seemingly came from nowhere last year to 
topple Marty Smith. 

And, we got answers... 


ee n 


with that lever. Mine is like butter. 


DB: You didn’t mess with the 
motor, thenP 


BH: No. You know, a lot of having 
a bike you can win on is having it 
set up so it fits you. I learned a lot 
about that when I worked in the 
bicycle shop in Palmdale. Bicycles 
are more critical than you think. 


DB: You always hear a lot of stories 
about how Bob Hannah used to be 
a bicycle racing star and like that. 


BH: Yeah. I raced bicycles in 
Soledad Canyon, at a downhill 
racetrack. I was pretty good at 
bikes. I still ride all the time — 
every Saturday I go riding no 
matter what town we're in. If 
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I built up the pegs to get my feet a 
little farther from the ground. Oh 
yeah, and I changed the shift lever. 
You guys had a 250 from Yamaha, 
didn’t you? 


DB: Right, it’s in the June issue, 
but we had to give it back. 


BH: You have any trouble shifting 
it? 


DB: It was hard unless you used 
the clutch. 


BH: Right, well, the problem is 
that the lever is too short. One day I 
was down at Yamaha and was 
looking for a shift lever for one of 
my bikes and I found this TT500 
lever. I decided, what the heck, and 
put it on. That transmission is great 


DB: It’s been pretty well 
established that the bike you rode in 
Florida was a production machine. 
What did you do to the YZ250 to 
smoke all the factory bikesP 


BH: You know, that bike was really 
stock. All I did — well actually, 
Keith McCarty, my mechanic, did 
it — was to soften the suspension 
some and set it up so it fit me right. 


DB: You mean like different oil in 
the forksP 


BH: Yeah, that and there’s this 
spacer in the front forks. We took 
that spacer out and added more oil 
and air. Then they worked great. I 
also like the monoshock with a 
softer spring. Other than that I used 
the bars, grips and levers I like and 
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/ told them I 
wanted $800 a 
month, but they 
wouldn't give it 
to me. 


9 


trying. I strained this one time and 
thought I was going to get a hernia 
for sure. 


DB: How did you get into pro 
racing in the first placeP You raced 


for DG forawhile... 


BH: Before that I rode a guy 
named Nick McKee’s bike. I raced it 
for about three months. He took me 
to the races, and he worked on the 
bike all the time. It was a 250 CZ. 
We really got into it. Nick wanted 
to see me do good. I lived at his 
house and he took me to all the 
races. You know, he’s a smart guy, 
he can watch a guy and tell him 
what he’s doing right and wrong. 
Anything I did wrong, boy, he got 
on me. 


Continued on page 56 
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About five miles per hour. The first 
ten laps you could get up to third 
gear. And you could jump the 
double jump. But then it started 
raining again. And about the 
seventh lap it started getting so you 
couldn’t jump. I think only three of 
us did anyway, because it was quite 
scary, but you just had to do it. So 
on the tenth lap I couldn’t get it out 
of low gear, there was so much mud 
around the shift lever. I rode ten 
laps in low gear, and I didn’t even 
try to shift. In low gear, man, feet 
dragging . . .The mud would stick 


to your helmet . . . my head was 
weighing so much. 10 go down the 
straightaway, and I always do it 
anyway, but I was just peeling it 
off, because I wear one of those 
duckbills, and they just grab the 
mud. You go over jumps and your 
fenders break off. I had a 55-second 
lead and I lost it in three laps to I 
think over 20 seconds below first 
place, in three laps, because I fell 
three times. 


DB: That’s incredible. 


BH: I lost my bike. I dropped it, 
and I couldn’t pick it up. I was 
leading the race, and I’m going, 
“Look at these people watching me 
falling on the ground, and not even 
trying to pick up my bike, it 
probably looks like.” But I was 


you're on bicycles you don’t have to 
worry about green stickies and all 
that junk. 

I’ve coasted down a lot of hills 
... like Mt. Whitney. Have you 
been to Mt. Whitney? 


DB: You mean from Whitney 
Portals? 


BH: Right. One time I coasted off 
that hill and hit 70 mph on a 
regular Stingray. My dad in his 
truck was right beside me. On the 
bottom is this straight. It doesn’t 


I 
j 


seem very steep, but I was hauling 
and got scared and that’s the only 
reason I only went 70. That’s where 
that set-up thing comes in. Like, at 
70 mph on a Stingray, if the wheel 
is out of balance at all or even a 
little bit wobbly, there’s no way. 
My wheels were perfect and I could 
hardly stay on the bike. 


DB: People get hurt much doing 
thatP 


BH: Not too much, but sometimes 
over on Goadee Pass we used to 
draft Tom Horton’s van and a guy 
broke his arm. I'll stick to this slow 
motocross stuff. Just ride the mud 
races in second gear. That one mud 
race indoors, did you hear about 
that? You know, I was wondering 
how fast you had to go to win that. 
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Gary Scott beats the odds 


while. A typical example reads; " 1 
. . . and don’t put any of that 
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flattrack crap in the mag, ی‎ of 
course, for the mile... 
If you took American 


There is nothing like a mile. To 


those members of our ‘readership 
who have never experienced one, 
we can only recommend the 
experience highly. | Everyone, 
whether personally involved in 
motocross, trials, enduros, anything, 
is susceptible to mile fever. For 
example, a certain street magazine 
near us gets letters Very once in | 


by Woods 


Gary Scott leads the pack. 


speaker while we were in the 
Roberts pits. “. . . and who would 
have thought that Diane Cox would 
qualify faster than Kenny Roberts?” 
Jaws dropped. We had to shuffle 
out sideways, restraining our glee. 
No ill wishes to Kenny. We were 
pulling for Diane. 

And of our predictions? Well, it 
was huddled and decided. Maybe 
Mert could pull it off! Diane, we 
thought now, would be a shoe-in 
for the final. 


PROPHECY THE SECOND: 
THE HEATS 

The first heat looked to be the 
killer. Mert, Mike Kidd (on an 
identical Lawwill-prepared Harley), 
Corky Keener and Roberts were the 
stars in the billing. Only three 
would transfer directly to the main. 
Kidd got the holeshot, and stretched 
it and stretched it. He was followed 
by a massed group consisting of 
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Mike Kidd, before the world turned sour. 


Mert Lawwill. 


their recorded times. Who looked 
fast? Everyone. We could hear, we 
thought, telltale irregularities in the 
straightaway beat of Roberts’ 
Yamaha. That was as close as we 
could come to gathering informa- 
tion until the results were an- 
nounced. Sixty-three riders vied for 
positions — 48 of them — which 
would net them each $50 for 
qualifying under the new dirt 
National ruling. 

Mert Lawwill set fast time! On 
the selfsame Champs’ Bike that ol’ 
DB wrapped sweaty palms around, 
he circled the mile in 37.069 
seconds. Palmgren, Eklund, Spring- 
steen and Keener rounded out the 
top five. All of the top ten were on 
Harleys, all of the top 15, save 
Jorgensen’s Norton in 13th, were 
Harleys. It was almost like watching 
the Yamahas at a road race. 

And what of Kenny Roberts? The 
announcement came over the loud- 


around those long ovals can be in 
excess of 100 mph! Average! And 
those beastly motorcycles, the 
Yamahas, the British twins and, 
most of all, the Harleys, imagine 
them. Mert Lawwill’s Harley was 
putting out 91 horsepower, about 
the equivalent of four RM250Bs. 
With power like that on hand, the 
ready-to-ride weight of about 300 
pounds begins to seem insignificant. 

Motocross may raise the pulse 
rate more quickly, trials can 
approach art, enduros are hard to 
beat for good old boy pleasure, ETs 
come closest to a complete test, but 
for sheer — sense-overwhelming 
power, there is nothing like a mile. 

Which means, at least for 
Southern Californians such as your 
smog-benumbed DIRT BIKE staff, 
there is nothing like San Jose. 

And so, once again, the DIRT 
BIKE crew, with assembled friends, 
trundles up Highway 101. By the 
morning of departure our numbers 
had swollen to six. As the Brown 
Sow was complaining of sore feet, 
we borrowed a garishly painted 
California Christmas tree van for 
the trip. The van, though it had a 
gold-veined mirrored ceiling and an 
Excedrin headache mural on the 
side, had neither bed nor radio nor 
tape player. Cut off from the 
obvious means of passing time in 
the back, those being sleep or 
music, we were forced to fend for 
ourselves. The game was called 
“San Jose Soothsayers,” and the 
results were these predictions: 

Springsteen would set fast time. 

Roberts’ Yamaha would finally be 
competitive. 

Diane Cox would make the final. 
(This prediction, in particular, is an 
eternal act of faith on the part of 
the staff.) 

Springer, or Beauchamp, would 
take the win. 

Armed with these bits of sleepy 
wisdom, we arrived at the track. 
One by one, all of our predictions 
would change throughout the day, 
becoming correct, as predictions 
tend to, only in hindsight. 


PROPHECY THE FIRST: 
QUALIFYING 
Without a stopwatch, qualifying 
laps become all but irrelevant to the 
viewer. We watched rider after 
rider await his or her signal, 
accelerate onto the course, build 
up speed, and come, tucked in and 
highballing, past the checkered for 
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equivalent to, if not greater than, 
the advantage he had held early in 
the first heat. Second was up for 
grabs between Palmgren, Eklund, 
Morehead, Keener, Gary Scott and 
Boody, with positions shuffling and 
reshuffling at almost every corner. 
By lap five it sorted out a bit with 
Palmgren in the clear in second, 
followed by Eklund and Keener. 

By lap nine, though, Gary Scott 
had moved up again, running 
generally a close fifth, catching the 
drafts and holding on. Momentary 
carb problems killed Palmgren’s 
hold on second. 

By lap 14 Scott got by Keener for 
second. Keener got it back. 

And the pack began to close on 
Kidd. Mike’s chain was binding, 
slowing him down, whittling away 
the lead he had built early in the 
race. On lap 20, Scott assumed the 
lead, passing a confused Mike Kidd 
who wondered where the horse- 
power went. Eklund, too, got by 
Mike before Kidd’s chain finally 
threw itself off and ended his 
chances once and for all. Eklund 
and Scott swapped the lead a few 
times until a loose battery wire 
dropped Steve back about four 
lengths, as Gary took the flag. 

Eklund held onto second, and 
Keener passed the broken-down 
Mike Kidd for third. So much for 
predictions. 


RETRACTIONS AND RELATED 
MUMBLINGS 

That’s how it went. Smuggling 
out pouches of San Jose dust in the 
corners of our eyes, we wondered 
about the nature of prophecy. In 
certain kinds of racing, it seems to 
bear fruit. Variables are the 
problem, variables in endurance, 
attitude, machine delicacy, and in 
the punishment that man and 
machine must take to win. Vari- 
ables will kill predictions every 
time. And when it comes to 
variables, there is nothing like a 
mile. 0 


25 MILE FINAL 
. Gary Scott (Harley) 
. Steve Ekland (Harley) 
. Corky Keener (Harley) 
. Ted Boody (Harley) 


Chuck Palmgren (Harley) 
. Rex Beauchamp (Harley) 
. Bill Eves (Harley) 

. Skip Aksland (Harley) 
Phil McDonald (Harley) 

. Mike Collins (Harley) 
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transfer positions. 

The semis provided the closest 
racing of the day, as only two out of 
each race would move to the main. 
Mike Collins took the first, followed 
closely by Alex Jorgensen, who got 
the crowd going and put the only 
non-Harley, his gorgeous Ron 
Woods Norton, into the main. Phil 
McDonald and Paul Bostrum took 
the transfer positions in the second 
semi. 


PROPHECY THE LAST: 
THE MAIN 

We were flat out of predictions, 
almost. Lawwill and Springer, our 
prophesied winners, were out of the 
hunt. Beauchamp remained, the 
only rider mentioned in our 
pre-race predictions to have a 
chance at the big one. 

Palmgren led at the start, but by 
turn two Mike Kidd pulled ahead, 
and proceeded to open a lead 


۳۹ مود 
Gary Scott.‏ 


Gene Romero lacked only horsepower... 


Jay Springsteen. 


Keener, Garth Brow, Mert Lawwill, 
Hand Scott, Bubba Rush and Scott 
Drake. A lot of swapping going on. 
Kenny did about five laps and 
pulled in. Tired from the flu, and 
riding his slower spare after 
breaking his good bike in practice, 
it must not have seemed worth it. 

With a lap to go things closed up. 
Kidd’s pace was dropping. Eye- 
balling closely, we found the 
reason. Mike’s gas tank seemed to 
be on the verge of coming loose. 
Coming into the fourth corner, he 
pitched the Harley sideways with 
one hand on the tank. This made 
for a somewhat creative line, and 
reshuffled those behind him. Keener 
caught Kidd at the flag. Garth 
Brow, ‘a rookie, took the final 
transfer spot. 

Chuck Palmgren took the second 
heat, dicing it out with Ted Boody 
and Steve Morehead. Palmgren and 
Boody swapped the lead, running 
all but side by side most of the race, 
drafting and being drafted. Boody 
ended up second, Morehead third. 
Diane, her bike that had worked so 
well in qualifying “just not right,” 
rode around in the final position, 
not quitting, looking fine, but out 
of the mile for the day. Shoot down 
another prediction. 

Steve Eklund took the third heat, 
which was again a_ close-knit 
drafting and strategy race. Gene 
Romero and Skip Aksland fought it 
out with Eklund, ending up with 
second and third respectively. 

Springsteen and Beauchamp took 
an early lead in the final heat. At 
least one of our predictions seemed 
to hold. Then, on turn three of the 
first lap, Springer’s main bearing 
went. He was grinning in the pits 
anyway. Beauchamp, Gary Scott 
and Billy Eves took the three 
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America’s twosome would be from nearby Sorn, Ayrshire. We 
traveling separately this year. knew we were in good hands as 
Marland Whaley was flying to soon as we spotted Jimmy’s water 
London to hook up with the Honda closet. There we sighted a twist grip 
people while Bernie Schreiber flew and clutch lever used to operate the 


directly to Glasgow, Scotland, toilet. SIX days of almost 
accompanied by Boyd Bernard, a 0 s 

former owner of Steves Bultaco, MONDAY seeing sunlight 
and your slow zoot reporter. Them that canna ride maun 


We were met at the airport by J. shank it. Report and photography 
D. (Jimmy) Morton, a bike dealer We have to decide between by Len MacWeed 
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Bernie was already familiar with the 
sections of Ben Nevis after his Coutard 
impersonation there last year. 


Current world leader Malcolm Rathmell 
finished a distant second, won the 
event in 1973. Check the bottom shock 
mount and the right-side shifter. He 
was bothered by a recurring back 
problem. 
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seeing Marland’s early start or 
having breakfast. The eggs were 
good. Bernie doesn’t start until 
9:30. Hanging around the impound 
area we chat with DB friend Bill 
Emmison of Berm Specialties. Then 
we run into John Lampkin. He’s the 
son of Arthur, oldest of the three 
brothers who have all won the 
Scottish. John’s 14. He tells us he 
reads DB every month. That 
deserves some stickers. 

Bernie leaves eight minutes ahead 
of Martin Lampkin. Last year’s 
winner tells Boyd he'll “keep the lad 
under wing.” Later that day the 
“lad” catches and passes both 
Martin and Rob Edwards in the 
moors of Blackwater. The lead is 
short-lived as he endos in a bog. 
Riding the moors is all part of the 
learning process for newcomers. A 
hidden bog can stop and swallow a 
speeding bike almost instantly. 

Martin has reminded Bernie to up 


SC ating re 


Marland on the final climb of Ben 
Nevis. 


his air pressure to about ten pounds 
for the journey across the moors. 
Bernie rides about three sections 
afterward before he remembers to 
readjust. Then his rear axle nut 
loosens, allowing the rear hub to 
ingest mud into the brake and 
wheel bearings. 

The day starts off with a bang. 
Martin Buuron gets hot at the first 
section stop. Literally. His bike goes 
up in flames. After that he’s 
referred to as the Frying Dutchman. 

The stars-and-stripers get de- 
briefed after their first day’s outing. 
Both felt the sections were too easy. 
The event is open to clubmen with 
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points. He slows to a near standstill 
and has to plonk his way up. We 
can hear Bernie coming before he 
pops into view. Full rattle. The 
fastest climb of the day, unpenal- 
ized. Vesti’s clean looks like he’s 
cruising on the Golden Trail of 
Sunshine and Happiness. 

It’s been a Black Tuesday for our 
“lads.” Marland drops 38 marks. 
Bernie records a 45. His downfall 
comes at Muirshearlich. We watch 
as he struggles with a bike that 
won't start. Finally it fires, but his 
trip through four continuous subs is 
pure grief. The engine sputters and 
balks, leaving him to paddle, push 
and restart. Then he has to nurse it 
back to the final sections at Town 
Hall Brae, where his sick engine 
saddles him with another eight 
points on a pair of subs most good 
novices could clean. 

It’s the same problem that got 
him in France. Mud in the air box. 


Mick Andrews’ seven-point grip on 
second place evaporated on Thursday 
with the onset of reed valve problems. 
Andrews put aside his big-bore proto- 
types and rode the 250 on which he 
won the 1975 SSDT. 


He picked up 21 observation points 
in the final five sections plus time 
penalty, a costly lesson. The Yanks 
are now tied at 53 apiece, some 20 
marks away from tenth place. And 
yet clear thinking prevails in the 
face of adversity. We decide that 
Bernie’s problems can be traced to 
wearing Boyd’s underwear. A trip 
to the laundry is in order. 

The leaders: M. Lampkin — 10, 
Andrews — 16, Rathmell — 18, R. 


Continued on page 74 
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less than an Expert rating. Both 
report that the time schedule 
requires wide-open road work and 
they speculate on someone getting 
hurt on the pavement before the 
week is over. Bernie got caught at 
the noon stop without any lunch 
money. Marland is upset by two 
stupid fives. 

Martin Lampkin serves notice up 
front. He posts a score of two for 
the day. Bernie is tied for second 
with eight marks. Marland’s score is 
15. 

The leaders: M. Lampkin —2, 
Schreiber, Andrews and Edwards 
— 8, Trummer — 9, Engstler — 
10, Birkett, R. Shepherd, Thorpe 
and Rathmell — 11. 


TUESDAY 
Bring not bagpipes 
to a man in trouble. 
Lampkin gets in trouble climbing 
Laggan Locks after readjusting his 
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Marland Whaley at RuWaruadh. 


Nigel Birkett on the Pipeline. 
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VALVES FOREVER 


stronger for heavy haulin’ slow-downs 
on pavement. The rims are not as 
durable as the TT’s because most roads 
don’t have whoops. The gas tank is 
steel and the tires are trials pattern. 


THAY THUMPTHING 

Here, Zeal. Go evaluate this 
motorcycle. 

۲ What do you want me to evaluate it 
or? 

Golf balls. 

Oh, good. I already found one today. 

“It sure is fun to play with until you 
go fast. For what it is, I think it’s an 
excellent bike.” 

“I''m sure you could make a good TT 
bike out of it. You can ride it almost 
anywhere. Just not fast.” 

“It hasn’t changed a bit except for 
the color. I’m kind of disappointed. I 
thought they would at least make a 
longer swingarm. With a longer 
swingarm and longer shocks it would 
be a lot better. The soft stock shocks 
kick the head angle out. It steers a lot 
better with the Works Performance 
shocks. As it is now it wants to 
overslide and spin out instead of 
staying in anice drift. What happens is 
the rear end compresses and makes it 
hang out farther and spin around.” 

“It’s fun everywhere except in the 
mud. It’s too heavy to push.” 

“It’s not too quick on the shifts. The 


shocks go so far and then stop working 


hue. 

The chain tensioner is a 0 
addition. 

The aluminum skid plate was 
improved considerably, allowing for 
better protection of the sides of the 
cases. 

They added an easy-start kick 
indicator window. The operation calls 
for pulling the compression release 
and gently easing through on the 
kickstarter until a silver disc appears 
in the window. Thats Top Dead 
Center. Then release the release and 
boot it. 

There’s a new release built into the 
kickstart mechanism which dis- 
engages the kick lever from the engine 
at the bottom of the kick stroke. It’s a 
safety precaution against the 
occasional kickback of a big-bore 
fourstroke single. A full downstroke is 
required to disengage the gear and 
render the kickstarter as loveable as a 
snuggly new cocker spaniel pup. 

All of these doings added nine 
pounds to the TT, bringin’ her in at 
275, ready for gas. 


TO TT OR NOT TO TT 
Yamaha also sells a street-legal 
version, the XT500. It’s most notable 
characteristic is that it weighs 35 
pounds more than its off-road cousin. 
The head angle is also a half-degree 
steeper at 29%. The brakes are 


Current Class C national champion 
Jay Springsteen, former national 
champions Gary Scott, Dick Mann, 
Ken Roberts and Mark Brelsford. 
National speedway champion Mike 
Bast. Two-time world motocross 
champion Bengt Aberg. What do all of 
these distinguished throttle-twisters 
have in common? They all either 
compete on or trail ride on some form 
of a Yamaha TT500. 

Rick Hocking won the 1976 Houston 
TT aboard one. Bengt Aberg is racing 
a Swedish Yamaha TT500 hybrid on 
the ’77 GP circuit. It’s appeared in 
motocross, desert racing, Class C, 
enduros and even road racing. Yes, 
road racing, piloted by the same 
motojournalist who once ran up a 
streak of about 30 straight pavement 
wins on a DKW dirt bike. Several 
riders were lined up on the TT for the 
one-bike-for-ten-events Race of 
Champions competition that has been 
postponed until September. 

What we have here is a motorcycle 
that seems to find a spot in just about 
every conceivable form of the 
motorcycle competition. Even 
observed trials. Former European 
(world) champion Mick Andrews was 
doing development work (since halted 
by the factory) around the 500cc 
powerplant. 

Yes, sports fans. Yamaha brought 
back the big thumper last year with a 
tentative, limited production feeler 
that was eagerly snatched up by a 
hungry audience. So what’s happened 
to the big bopper in the last year? Let’s 
take a looksee. 


SEVENTY SEVEN SYNOPSIS 

Head angle was decreased a half- 
degree to an even 30 degrees. 

The fork stanchion tubes were 
lengthened to increase oil capacity. 
Rubber boots were added. 

Travel in the DeCarbon gassers was 
upped 10mm, increasing rear wheel 
travel by 15mm. 

Last year’s 84mm mixer was 
replaced with a 32. This is an exclusive 
you-saw-it-here-first revelation that 
several other monthlies neglected. One 
even called it a 36. Of course, we didn’t 
catch a caption that said the XR75 is 
reed-valved, so it all evens out. Jetting 
for the smaller Mikuni was changed. 

There’s a slight decrease in the 
rocker arm ratio. 

An up-pipe replaces last year’s 
downer. 

Valve spring pressure was 
increased to lessen chances of valve 
float. 

The aluminum tank is bare classed 
in ’77, exhibiting a natural polished 
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The choice of 
champion chuffers 


by the Staff of DIRT BIKE 


Fork boots are new for ۲77. Fork legs have 
beefy 36mm diameter, are quite similar to 
those on IT400. Aluminum tank holds 2.3 
gallons. Throttle uses push-pull-dual-type 
cables. Forks carry more oil now. Travel 
is 7.5 inches. 


provement is obvious, and, though 
it would take a dyno to measure 
the actual gain over stock, our 
seat-of-the-pants impression, veri- 
fied by a few stockers that were on 
the track with us, indicates a 
substantial gain in horsepower, 
without hurting the bottom end at 
all. 

The suspension improvement is 
equally noteworthy. Square holes 
and bumps that would have bot- 
tomed and pitched a stock TT dis- 
appeared in a single “whoomph.” 
And furthermore, the bike, due 
presumably to the raised rear end, 
held its front wheel better in 
corners, even on the unusually 
slick track. 

All in all, it is a quality group of 
components. They are available 
from Cross Up, Inc., 117 West “B” 
Street, Wilmington, California 
90744; phone outside California: 
(800) 421-1435, and inside: (213) 
549-6800. 


DIRT BIKE 


Piston position indicator is located on the right side just down from the gas tank. Note 
improved protection offered by new skid plate. Overhead cam engine is two-valver. 
Primary gears are straight-cut. Crankcase is pressure-vented. TT retains the Pollution 
Control Valve necessary on street-legal XT500s. The camshaft and counterweighted 
crankshaft both run on ball bearings. 


a refreshingly muddy Indian 
Dunes track. 

Our unit contained the full 
Cross Up package, except decals. 
The engine was flowed and the 
ports cleaned, and a Cross Up 
cam, of greater duration and lift 
than the stocker, nestled inside. A 
36mm Mikuni handled the car- 
buretion, breathing through a 
K&N air filter. 

Forks were modified with the Al 
Baker fork kit, increasing travel to 
approximately 220mm. Freon- 
celled S&W shocks hung out back, 
holding down a Cross Up swing- 
arm. The combination provided 
rear wheel travel equal to that of 
the front. 

Since wed asked for the 
motocross version, our bike did 
not include the spark arrestor/ 
silencer option that Cross Up also 
has available, and it was, how 
shall we say it, throaty. For sure. 
On the track the power im- 


TRACKING THE CROSS UP, 
INC. TT CONVERSION 
When the good folks at Cross 
Up called to offer us a ride on 
their fully equipped TT500, we 
were, of course, interested. An 
impression of the kitted TT would 
not only allow us to compare the 
two, but would also give us a 
chance to evaluate the potential of 
the modifications made and thus 
the potential of the TT itself as a 
motocrosser. Few will race success- 
fully on box-stock TT500s. The 
power, though it is ample and 
blankets the rpm range, is a tad 
inadequate for full-bore MX 
competition. We also wanted to 
see what effect, if any, the sus- 
pension modifications have on the 
TT’s handling, notably its 
improved-but-still-not-right ten- 
dency to wash the front end while 

turning. 
Also, being as it had rained, it 
gave us a chance to thump around 


YAMAHA TT500D 
Price (approx. retail, West Coast): $1419 
Four-stroke, OHC, 
two-valve single 
Displacement 
Bore & Stroke 
Compression Ratio 9.0:1 
Carburaetion . 32mm, Mikuni VM32SS 
Spark Plug 
Standard Jetting 
Q2 needle jet, 6H-2 jet needle, 
30 pilot, .8 air, 60 starter 
Wet, multi-plate 
Primary Drive Spur gear, 2.566:1 
Transmission Ratios: 
1. 2.36:1 (20.97 overall) 
2. 1.56:1 (13.84) 
3. 1.19:1 (10.59) 
4. 0.92:1 (8.16) 
5. 0.78:1 (6.92) 
Final Drive ...3.466:1, 520 D.I.D chain 
15-tooth countershaft 
52-tooth rear sprocket 
Air Filtration Oiled foam; 
rear snorkel steel air box 
Electrics ... Flywheel magneto, points 
Lubrication Dry sump, 
oil tank in frame 
Recommended Fuel Premium 
Recommended Oil Yamalube 
four-cycle, 2.6 quarts 
Fuel Tank Capacity 8.7 liters 
(2.3 gallons) 
Mild steel 
Suspension: 
Yamaha forks — 
195cm travel (7.7 inches) 
Kayaha gas/oil shocks — 
160cm wheel travel (6.3 inches) 
Wheels & Spokes D.I.D alloy 
3.00x21 & 4.60x18 
Dimensions: 
Wheelbase 


143.5cm (56.5 inches) 
Swingarm length 42.5cm (16% inches) 
Ground clearance . 21.6cm (8.5 inches) 


Bars, width 91.4cm (36 inches) 
height ....110.2cm (43.4 inches) 
Pegs, height 30.5cm (12 inches) 
47.6cm (18% inches) 

83.8cm (33 inches) 

30 degrees 

132mm (5.2 inches) travel 


23.2kg (271 pounds) claimed dry 
125kg (275 pounds) measured, 
ready for gas; 43.6% on front wheel 
56.4% on rear wheel 
Brakes: 
Front: Cable-operated (124x22mm 
Rear: Rod-operated (161.4x25mm) 
Instruments 


Spark Arrestor 
Warranty 


(714) 527-1641. 

The Super Trapp silencer can help 
performance while shaving off 
numerous pounds. Your dealer can get 
it from Disco Jet, 920 3rd St., Davis, 
California 95616; (916) 756-5069. 

Powroll has a big-bore engine kit 
and pipe for the TT. P.O. Box 1206, 
Bend, Oregon 97701; (503) 382-6395. 

Both Number One Products and 
Terry make fork kits for the TT. Terry 


Continued on page 77 
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Chain tensioner is tucked in just behind the sidestand. Swingarm has protective roller. 
Air box is on right side. One bolt removes side cover, three bolts remove air box cover, 
revealing two-handled foam sandwich. Air box uses rear breathing rubber snorkels. 
Rubber is 4.60x18 Dunlop Sports Senior. Rear wheel travel is in six-inch vicinity. 
Swingarm and rear brake pedal have handy lube fittings. 


speedway champion. 

“You can ride it until the suspension 
doesn’t work anymore and not fall off 
and only be a little afraid.” 

“It’s probably one of the best all- 
around motorcycles available. In fact, 
I'd be hard-pressed to pick any other, if 
there is any such thing as an all-around 
motorcycle.” 


CHUFFS AND STUFF 

We had a problem with the plastic 
air box, resting about three-quarters 
of an inch above the connection of the 
pipe and muffler. It bubbled up from 
an apparent exhaust leak, and had a 
hole burned through its bottom. The 
foam filter was also burned through, 
creating a breathing system knows as 
direct dirt. We haven’t heard of this 
problem with other bikes, and neither 
had Yamaha. 

If you missed the Dick Mann frame 
December issue last year, his address 
is: Dick Mann Specialties, 904 Wright 
Avenue, Unit 34, Richmond, 
California 94801; (415) 234-6556. 

Alloy Graphics has a longer, 
stronger alloy swingarm and 
suspension kit which saves weight, 
increases travel. The address is P.O. 
Box 465, Bellflower, California 90706; 
(218) 860-8351. 

This year’s bike has a chain 
tensioner but last year’s didn’t. Debut 
model owners can get achain tensioner 
Trik or Up-Tite from White Brothers 
Cycle Specialists, 11611 Salinaz, Suite 
M, Garden Grove, California 92648; 
(714) 638-1653. They have all kinds of 
accessories for the TT. 

A couple of people who make 
replacement shocks: Works Per- 
formance, 20970 Knapp Street, 
Chatsworth, California 91311; (213) 
998-1977. S&W, 2617 W. Woodland 
Drive, Anaheim, California 92801; 
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ipstick, rests just 
behind steering head. Oil carried in top 
tube frame container is circulated by 
trichoidal pumps, allowing for a smaller 
crankcase. Oil is pressure-fed into the 
gearbox shafts. 


and the front suspension gets a 
complete workout. As long as the 
power is left on it will behave. Shut off 
and it wallows and dives.” 

“The bike is very pleasant as long as 
it is ridden within the limitations of the 
rear suspension, which is pretty 
limited. The rear end just keeps 
kicking higher and sidier. The power 
is real nice. You’re going a lot faster 
than you think. It’s really neat because 
it is so quiet.” 

“It’s miserable in the snow. It wore 
out three riders in 11 miles.” 

“It’s a little better than last year.” 

“We took a friend riding who had 
never been on one before. At first he 
said: this is the finest motorcycle I’ve 
ever been on in my life. After five miles 
of real trail he said: please, puuullese, 
take this, will you?” 

“I could notice the head angle 
change. It turned better.” 

“Tt’s a pretty nice all-around 
motorcycle for anybody large. At least 
5’9”, 150 pounds. Little people could 
grow to not like it.” 

“T think it’s the greatest thing since 
they came up with the round wheel.” 
Five-eight, 147-pound national 
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could come close to it, 1 0 rather 


stay. I said, “I don’t want to leave, 
but I don’t have time to mess 
around, I’m getting old.” 

One guy there, I don’t think he 
had the authority, said, “Were not 
going to hire you.” I left, and I 
guess he got into trouble, because 
he should have hired me for that 
money. He didn’t really believe that 
I had a contract with Yamaha. I | 
told him to call them on the phone. 

And he did. He really didn’t believe 
it, he thought I was trying to 
pressure him for more money by 
lying. It was kind of a funny deal. I 
liked it over there, they treated me 
really good. 


DB: So there aren't any hard 
feelings... 


BH: Oh, no, we're really good 
friends. They just gave me a 
bicycle. I jump people on bicycles 
every weekend. Like, all these 
people lie on the ground and I 
hop-jump over them with no ramp. 
I get going really fast and lift the 
front, then pull up the back end by 
pushing on the bars. I could 
probably jump this chair. 


DB: That’s pretty incredible. 


BH: Once you get the height down, 
distance is easy. I know I can jump 
20 people easily, just get a tow by a 
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card and parts and stuff. 

I only lost one race on the Suzuki. 
Well, actually, the first time I rode 
it they wouldn’t even let me cut the 
handlebars. The testing team from 
Japan was there, and I got sixth in 
the first moto. I told them that the 
only thing wrong was the 
handlebars, and they cut them for 
me. I won the second moto. After 
that I only lost one. That was at 
Saddleback. The black box went 
out, so I fixed that. 

I decided that I wanted to be a 
factory rider, ride the Nationals. I 
didn’t know if I could do it or not. I 
probably felt that I couldn’t, but I 
wanted to try it for one year. I just 


wanted to say that I did it, that’s all. 


So, I asked Suzuki, you know, “Are 
you going to give me a ride?” They 
said, “No way. We'll let you ride 
the 125 Nationals, the ones we 
select.” I told them that that didn’t 
sound very good. They said, “Well, 
do you think you can beat Tony 
and Stackable and those guys?” I 
said no. 

Anyway, Gary Harlow had been 
talking to Yamaha, he was always 
trying to get me a ride over there. 
They decided to talk to me. They 
said that they'd give me a grand a 
month, full contract. I told them, 
“Well, TIl tell you in a week.” I 
went back to Suzuki and I took the 
contract to them. I showed them 
the offer and told them that if they 


We raced for about three months 
and I got up to about fifth place. I 
got off a few times trying to go too 
fast for that stock ’72. So I saved my 
money, for three months I didn’t 
race, and bought a 250 Husky. I 
raced that GP for five months and 
did pretty good on it. Then Gary 
Harlow asked me if I wanted a ride. 
I sold the Husky and went over 
there. He treated me — like factory 
— gave me everything, you know, 
anything I needed. So I rode for 
him for a long time and then I rode 
for Suzuki on an RM. I was an 
RM guy. 


DB: That didn’t last too long. 


BH: About four months. When I 
was on my Husky Suzuki brought 
the 125 RM in. They brought 17 of 
them to Saddleback. They just gave 
them away. They got 17 riders to 
say they would ride them that day. 
I got third. 

The next weekend they called me 
up and asked if I wanted to go to 
Carlsbad. They offered to pay for 
the motel and everything. I said, 
“Sure, if I can take my Husky.” I 
worked on my bike and they 
worked on the Suzuki and I raced 
two classes that day. 

After that I kept bugging them 
about giving me one, and they said, 
“Well, we can’t do anything now, 
but in about three months . . .?” So 
I started calling them all the time. I 
said, “When are you going to get 
me some bikes?” They said, “When 
the 250 and 370 come out.” When 
they did come out I went over there 
and told them that I had a job. I 
didn’t, but I told them I did and 
would have to quit. I said that I 
was getting $700 a month and so 
that’s what they paid me. I asked 
for $800 a month but they wouldn’t 
go for it. I got a van and a credit 
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dove season. 


DB: I’ve never shot dove. I used to 
hunt pheasant and grouse back east. 


BH: And valley quail, the best in 
California. Last year I got 75 in the 
season. 


DB: Hey, I'd love to come out and 
try that. 


BH: Oh shoot, call me up. In 
November quail opens, I’ve got a 
gun you can use. 


DB: Of all the guys in the States 
you're racing with, who’s the 
heaviest competition? 


BH: Oh, I'd say in the 250 there 
are about 10 or 12 guys who could 
win. It’s just who’s going for it, 
that’s all. No one wins them all, 
except the R.D. 


DB: You know he’s behind now. 
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DB: How much better is the works 
bike? 


BH: The works bike has a worse 
powerband, and it’s harder to ride, 
but it’s lighter and a little faster. 
You know, I don’t like the works 
shock, my works bike has a stock 
monoshock with an oil reservoir and 


stock forks. 


DB: So you’re mostly using lighter 
materials on the frame to get the 
weight down? 


BH: Right. The bike is a little 
faster, but harder to ride. Rick 
Burgett may be riding the 
production bike because he doesn’t 
like the works bike. It’s kind ۰ 
sometimes it’s better, and sometimes 
it’s not. 


DB: Do you plan to go for the 
500cc title? If you win one of those 
you'll be the first to win a National 
in all three classes. 


BH: Yeah, I’m going to try. I was 
hoping to do that last year, I came 
close. 


DB: On July 17th there’s the U.S. 
125 GP in Ohio and a 500cc 
National on the same day. 


BH: I’m going to ride the 500. I’ve 
got to try for that because I’m out 
of the 250cc race now. I might be 
out of the 125, I only have one 
more chance. The 125 GP, it’ll be 
Danny LaPorte’s day, I think, or 
maybe Gaston’s. 


DB: Do you ever think of riding in 
Europe? 


BH: I'd like to in about two years. 
After next year, if I’m the hottest 
rider over here, then I'll want to go. 
If I’m not, then it’s worthless going 
over, because those guys are great, 
you know? I don’t want to go over 
there and lose; I want to win. 
That’s the only reason to go. 


DB: Why werent you picked for 
the Motocross des Nations this year? 


BH: I don’t know. I don’t really 
care, either. That’s the opening of 


car and it’s no problem. 


DB: With that kind of unweighting 
ability you could do well at trials. 


BH: Oh, I like doing that, wheelie 
over rocks and stuff. Itd be kind of 
hard to keep up with Marland 
Whaley, though. 


DB: How did you feel when you 
were on that 12-moto streak? 
Especially when everyone was 
saying, “Somebody’s got to get 
Hannah?” 


BH: We never thought of it, me 
and my mechanic Keith. Until 
about the last one. People started 
bugging us. They put a $1000 
bounty on beating me and I really 
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didn’t like that, I thought it was 
kind of stupid. I was glad when I 
lost. Seriously. I was sick of all the 
stuff people were saying. After I lost 
everybody goes, “It’s too bad you 
lost.” And I answered, “Yeah, too 
bad, isn’t it?” And I laughed. I 
haven’t gotten back the winning 
streak yet. I’ve got a streak going, 
but it’s a breakdown streak. 


DB: Have you thought of going 
back to the production bikeP 


BH: I was going to ride it in the 
Supercross, but I think I'll stick to 
the works bike. I’ve got a 24-point 
lead, and I hope I can keep it. 
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That made them kind of mad, 
cause they thought I'd lose. When I 
won they said, “All right!” — cause 
it was great advertising. It just 
proved how good the stock bike 
was. A cruddy bike doesn’t win. 

I was thinking, just the other 
day, what if all the companies just 
backed out of racing, fired us all, 
and said, “You go buy your own 
bikes.” That would be kind of neat. 
It'd make the riders work a lot 
harder, everybody would be on 
production bikes. I hope they don’t 
do it for a few years, cause I need 
the money, but if they did, it would 
be fun. I bet a lot of people would 
change companies. 


DB: Did you get a lot of crap about 
your production bike not being 
stock? 


BH: Oh yeah, a lot. The cylinder 
wasn’t even blueprinted! I raced 
that all through the Florida series, 
Atlanta... 


DB: The same motor? 


BH: Yeah, all the way till when I 
raffled it at Pontiac, Michigan. You 
know, all the way to Pontiac I was 
saying that it was stock, and 
nobody believed me. So, when I 
raffled it off I said, “This is the 
fastest bike out there, the best.” It 
probably was the best bike out 
there, but it was stone stock. o 
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DB: When you break a few times 
in a row, or have bad luck, how do 
you get yourself up again? 


BH: Right now I’m really up. 
Because I don’t care if my bike 
breaks. The bike, when it breaks, 
that’s not my problem and I don’t 
worry about it. As long as the 
mechanic is trying, that’s all that 
you can ask. I worked on my own 
bikes, I know they break. No matter 
who’s working on ’em. But if I 
finished in tenth, just riding around 
tired, I would be disgusted with 
myself. That’s part of my job; it’s 
not my job to worry about it if the 
bike breaks. That’s the only way to 
go, ‘cause if you cry every time, 
you're going to be a miserable 
person, because machines break. 
DB: Do you guys do a lot of the 
development on the works bikes? 


BH: Oh yeah, that works bike, it’s 
so much better now . . . I wouldn’t 
ride it at the beginning of the year, 
that’s the reason why I rode the 
production bike, I didn’t have 
anything better. 


DB: You mean that the works bike 
was available, but the stocker was 
betterP 


BH: Oh, yeah, I said I wouldn’t 
ride the other until it got fixed. 


BH: Yeah, Heikki pulled ahead, do 
you believe that? 


DB: The race at Carlsbad is going 
to be so fine this year... 


BH: I don’t know if I even want to 
race that, I’m kinda scared. I think 
itd be safer for me to watch, and 
not ride; I might get killed with 
those guys, that Heikki is an 
animal! 


DB: You're signed up for it? 


BH: And for a 125 the same day. If 
I lose the next 125 I'll ride 
Carlsbad. If I win, I keep on riding 
the 125s. I shouldn’t say which I'd 
rather have happen. I’m going to 
try to win the 125, I’m going to go 
wide-open, but if anything 
happens, I’ll ride the GP. 


DB: We've heard some rumors 
about a rivalry between Keith and 
the rest of the Yamaha 
mechanics .. . 


BH: Oh, I don’t know about that. 
All the mechanics on the circuit, it’s 
a big thing, you know, like between 
the riders. The rider wants to be the 
best, well, the mechanics do too. 
They all want to be the best 
mechanic, you know, just be it and 
not have to tell people about it. 
That’s definitely Keith. He’s the best 
and he shuts up about it. 
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warm up properly. The usual 
sandy, silty trails were wet this 
morning and already there were 
patches of snow beside the trail. 
Even slow application of throttle 
netted enough power/traction for 
wheelies to connect the corners. A 
feeling of precision that he hadn’t 
felt since riding in Alabama came to 
his body through the Metzelers 
below. One of those days when you 
could run over a bottlecap 
intentionally in the middle of a 
fourth-gear sweeper. Excellent. 

Pausing at a switchback, Dan 
looked back for Jack, but he was 
not to be seen. He let the motor die 
to listen, and there was the sleepy 
sound of Jack’s Super Pioneer 
moseying along a canyon or two 
back. Nice easy sound. Dan kicked 
twice and carried on. 

A rivulet of snow-melt ran down 
the trail several inches deep. 
Enough that his boots would be 
soaked within a half-hour no matter 
what. Dan stopped caring. It was 
getting warmer by the minute 
anyway. Almost casually, the front 
wheel knifed into the corners and 
the motor carried them smoothly 
toward the next. A jackrabbit — 
little tiny one at that — jumped 
before him and he grabbed binders. 
As he slid to a stop the rabbit 
continued splashing along, looking 
backwards frantically from time to 
time. Finally it jimped clear of the 
trail and headed downhill out of 
sight. 

Slush turned to snow and 
gradually deepened. By the first 
trail junction it was a foot deep. 
Down the previous hillside had 
been pure elation. Third gear and 

Continued on page 60 
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pulling, the front wheel alternately 
tried to dive into the snow and then 
skimmed across the top. 
Occasionally a rock, unseen below 
the snow, would put them into a 
new attitude. A couple of wallowy 
tank-bangers decided fate. Either 
back on the straight and true or a 
tumble in the damp snow. It was 
next to impossible to hurt yourself. 

Jack came along shortly after, 
having had an encounter with a 
muddy off-camber. Snowballs 
pelted him on his arrival. Onward, 
the trail headed seriously upward 
for a time. Dan knew the trail — 
but didn’t. He couldn’t see it below 
the ever-deepening snow and 
besides, it looked entirely different 
in first gear. For a hundred yards 
he could keep his feet on the pegs 
and build snow berms in the 
corners, then a lurch would get ~ 
both feet flailing and the uphill 
paddle-push would begin. 

At a corner which opened from 
the trees Dan stopped to rest himself 
and the bike. Hissing like a perking 
coffee pot, steam rose around his 
face. Off through the self-created 
veil lay a broad meadow, and there 
at the very end was a deer. No, 
two, make that three. A buck, a 
doe and a smaller deer. They stared 
at him briefly and continued 
traversing the meadow, seemingly 
unconcerned. Their eyes were like 
the cat this morning, or was he 
becoming anthropomorphically 
paranoid? And the rabbit; the way 
it looked. 

A few moments later a glance 
back showed the deer long gone, 
and there was no sound behind. 
Jack must not have made the one 
hill. No wonder, hardly made it 
myself. Probably couldn’t get too 
much farther here anyway. 
Heading back, Dan crisscrossed his 
trail for both conservation and 
aesthetics. Not only did it catch the 
run-off from the melting snow, it 
was like slalom skiing. Hmm. Skiing 
again. 

A gear higher actually made the 
bike more stable. Going almost as 
fast as if there was no snow. 
Leaning into the corners the 
rear end seesawed slightly and kept 
up a pace about ten mph faster 
than the bike. Until he came across 
Jack the reverie continued. What’s 
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Can you blame us? The security and 
confidence supplied by a bike set up to 
your personal taste and that you’ve 
ridden over a long period of time 
provide both competitiveness and 
safety. 

One of those rare opportunities 
presented itself with the Ossa Super 
Pioneer, and consequently the 
following is more than a summation of 
a motorcycle’s ability to perform in a 
known set of circumstances. It’s the 
story of an adventure through some 
unknown territory and the rather 
complete interaction between the bike 
and its rider. 

The story takes place in Arizona — 


250 Arizona miles in Two Days 


It’s all too infrequent in this 
motorcycle magazine business that we 
get an opportunity to spend enough 
time with a particular motorcycle in 
the circumstances we would like. Sure, 
each one of our test bikes gets a fairly 
thorough flogging at the hands of a 
wide variety of riders, but it almost 
always consists of a series of 40-mile 
trail rides interrupted by magazine 
duties or by junkets out to Indian 
Dunes. 

When the time comes for us to head 
off on individual adventures, be they 
Two Day Qualifiers, Ute Cup Trials, 
Hangtown motocross or what have 
you, we ride our personal machines. 
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impressions: despite what some 
Eastern riders say about Pirellis in the 
mud, it is my inclination to suggest 
that Spanish manufacturers deliver 
their bikes with bare rims and reduce 
the retail price of the bike by the 
appropriate two or three bucks. 

Over the next few hours we threaded 
our way through canyons in what may 
be the most beautiful desert in the 
world. Steep red walls were decorated 


DIRT BIKE 


۳2 Te 


Betor gas shocks work great in woods, need more spring out in the open. 


Pioneer, it pulled each gear willingly 
and the Pirellis continued to wallow 
and cavitate to their hearts’ content. 
When leaning into a sandy corner the 
chassis would attempt to steer in with 
a clean slice, but the front Pirelli 
would snap the front wheel sideways 
and directional control would 
disappear. So that you may be 
bothered no more by tales of woe about 
the Pirelli tires, allow me to sum up my 


Excellent chain tensioner holds up 520 chain. 


over about 250 miles of it in two days. 
Ossa’s West Coast enduro rider Steve 
Keull invited us to come over to 
Arizona and be led around for a couple 
of the best days of trailing you’ll ever 
come across by the promoters of the 
Tonto 150 Massacre Enduro, Phil 
Briggs and Len Goebel. A new 250 
Super Pioneer was uncrated and 
prepared by Willard Hockie at his 
shop in San Pedro, and Steve brought 
along a 310 Mountaineer with Bolger 
suspension which we hope to have a 
more thorough visitation with in a 
later issue. In Phoenix Len and his 
wife Gail were kind enough to put us 
up for the evening — men, women, 
children and dogs — and it was from 
there that we departed on Saturday 
morning. 

After a fair measure of brand 
ribbing between we Spanish machine 
riders and Len on his KTM 400 and 
Phil with his 400 Husky, we set off 
with the sunrise. The Pioneer 
complied with a first-kick start and 
whispered down Len’s residential 
street. So pleasantly quiet. 

At the end of the block we jumped a 
curb and proceeded into the 
surrounding desert. With two miles on 
the odometer the Pioneer stretched its 
legs a little and the old process of 
refamiliarization began. The new 
Super Pioneer has cantilevered gas 
Betors, a giant step forward from the 
Betors on the previous Super Pioneer. 
In their cantilevered position they 
offer about 7% inches of travel and 
across Len and Phil’s desert they 
provided a comfy, if slightly weak, 
ride. In the dips they bottomed — not 
too harshly — yet seemed to comply 

This Super Pioneer benefits from 
new urge from the motor. That same 
amazingly tractable Ossa power is 
there, but it’s willing to wind out and 
go more than last year’s model. Across 
the open ground the 250 worked hard 
to keep up with Len and Phil’s 400s. 

About ten miles out we stopped 
briefly so Phil could begin his running 
commentary on Arizona history — 
pointing out an old, and I gather ill- 
fated, Arizona water project. 
Continuing again, we followed stacks 
of pipe and motored down a few 
sections of dirt road. On the road the 
Pirellis made their presence felt. Both 
wheels skittered about on the pebbly 
surface and the oscillations involved in 
cornering proved to be the most 
disconcerting. Just when it seemed 
like there must be a flat on each end, 
the rear Pirelli complied by doing the 
job for real. 

In front of a bar where local bikers 
seem to congregate, Steve pulled off a 
20-minute tire change (with patch job 
on the tube) and we headed off up the 
first real sandwash of the trip. Though 
the bore still felt quite tight on the 
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through brush land to our next gas 
stop 110 miles out from the morning’s 
beginning. 

Now we headed out across 30 miles 
of open country toward the Verde 
River. A ribbon of a road bisected the 
plateau we were crossing, and I had 
time to think about what we had been 
doing. By now the Pioneer was settling 
into its rhythm. The motor felt better 
and better and possibly the suspension 
was freeing up a little. That 
marvelously soft seat was, however, 
becoming thoroughly clapped out. I 
could feel my cheeks bumping on the 
seat base below. At 50 mph the Ossa 
hummed across the range land, and 
after some seven hours in the saddle I 
was thankful for its prudent silence. 

Continued on page 82 
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farther into the pine forest and started 
into our first woods trail. Phil and 
Len’s big-bores no longer felt so at 
home, so Steve and I set out to make up 
for the morning’s embarrassments. 
Flailing through the trees, the Super 
Pioneer came into its own. Steering, 
power and brakes worked together to 
get around the trees and rocks in the 
quickest fashion. Down the other side 
of the mountain we proceeded into 
more familiar sand. While we 
maintained our most impressive 
downhill frenzy, leaving Phil 
somewhat aghast, both Steve and I 
managed to overestimate the tires once 
apiece and eat a little sand. Phil and 
Len were never so far behind that they 
missed our little episodes. More red 
faces, and we headed cross-country 


with bright green saguaro and Cholla 
cactus, the saguaro standing tall like 
observers at a trial. Iswear I heard one 
chuckle as I fumbled climbing over a 
rock. 

Sixty miles into the first day and the 
Super Pioneer was beginning to feel 
like home, tires and all. After our 
sidetrip to the bar for tire changing, 
mileage was becoming critical and the 
Mountaineer was the first to gasp toa 
halt. Two transfers from Phil’s frugal 
Husky and a little pushing got us into 
the pine trees and over the top of a 
mountain to our first gas stop. From 
here on we would be in high country, 
Phil informed us, and the Pioneer 
breathed a little sigh of relief. 

More incredible panoramas 
presented themselves as we climbed 
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Water. We drink it, wash with it, 
irrigate with it, cool with it, swim 
in it, boat on it, and upon occasion 
we ride in it. Despite its many 
benefits and absolute necessity to 
our bodily well-being, our motor- 
cycles would just as soon avoid it 
altogether. 

We have two defenses against it 
Sap EEE : 7 as motorcyclists. We can attempt to 
r Ae | ل‎ keep it out entirely and, failing 
| | ۱ و ی‎ 9 50 that, we can attempt to get it out as 

۱ 3 2 quickly as possible once it enters. 

What to do when your ship comes in Most every moving part on a 
7 motorcycle can be adversely affect- 
ed by moisture, but for our 
purposes let's limit this to keeping - 
the motor running to get us through 
with the driest feet possible. After 
all, with a motorcycle that still 
moves forward, the brakes can 
easily be dried by a little dragging 
and chains are best relubed rather 
than attempting to keep water ou’. 

Our motorcycle in question, the 
TS250 Suzuki, was chosen because 
we assumed that there would be 
ample area for improvement over 
the stock system. That the TS 
proved to be a fine example of 
excellent stock waterproofing is 
slightly embarrassing, but we forge 
on regardless. Anything can stand a 
few improvements. We begin with 
the electrics and conclude with the 
air intake, the two basic systems 
requiring waterproofing on a dirt 
machine. It is worthwhile to note 
that the TS air box is already drilled 
out at the bottom for drainage, but 
sticking a cotter key through the 
hole would prevent it from plugging 
with mud. 


There isa potential for the chain — 


= The three basic elements in forcing water past the rubber seal to 
= waterproofing: grease (preferably the magneto. Silicone seal ensures 
` marine), duct tape and silicone seal. tightness. 
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The TS naturally breathes from these two openings. The rubber tube is under 


2 ay ۳ 3 و جح‎ 1 
The very back of the air box is exposed 
to direct spray from the wheel. An 
application of tape here will help the 
foam and grease seal. 


the seat and could hardly be higher. 


opehing, a duct tape ‘splash guard to 
deflect water from the rider's left boot 
will be sufficient for most situations. 


One wire, the on/off switch wire from the c 


multi-connectors are quite water-tight. 


Seal the filter element to its base with 
some grease, both at air intake and 
mount. 


Grease on the air box cover will help its 
foam rubber seal do its job better. 
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Be a Winner with 
Outstanding Cycle Accessories 


PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 


سم 


PERS ONALIZED WATCH 


Your face hand painted 
on the dial. Send black 
and white or color photo. 


WHAT A 
SUPER 
GIFT IDEA! 


DIAL SHOWN ACTUAL SIZE 
ALLOW 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


Have your caricature with your type of bike on a sturdy watch. Eight 
illustrations to choose from. 


A. 1yr. service warranty. $19.95 
B. 17 jewel shock and water resistant. Goldtone case $39.95 
with stainless steel back. Two-year service 
warranty. 
C. 17 jewel self-winding, shock and water resistant. $44.95 


Silver tone case with stainless steel back. 
Two-year service warranty. 


Tough durable binders for those dog-eared, 
priceless old back issues of Dirt Bike and 


Motocross Action Magazines. A rich finish 
with the name of the magazine embossed in 
gold on the front and on the spine. 


ORDER YOURS TODAY ... 
DIRT BIKE and MOTOCROSS 
ACTION MAGAZINE BINDERS, 
very impressive on your desk or 
in your bookcase. 


ORDER NOW! $6 45 each 


from 


FLYWHEEL PULLERS 
GUARANTEED UNBREAKABLE 


A flywheei puller—guaranteed for 
life—with a heat-treated center bolt. 
Order yours today and never be 
plagued with breakage again. 


$g 


LONG-WEARING 
PIGSKIN GLOVES 


Extruded rubber knuckle and 


thumb protection. Seamless 
thumb for comfort. Sandstone 
color. Sizes small, medium, 
large and X-large. 

$6 95 PR 


HyDRON-coATED GOGGLES 


New coating of Miracle Plastic 
Hydron prevents fogging. Adjust- 
able strap fits everyone. 


No. 70 
No. 90 


(wide angle) 


STICKIES 


Now you can show ‘em 
where the action is! Put your 
Dirt Bike or Motocross Stickie 
on your gas tank, helmet or 
any unusual place that will make you stand out. Both stickies are 
3-5/8x2-7/8''. Only a mere 25 cents each, five for a buck, 
1,000 for $250, 10,000 for? 


$695 
$995 


۱ 


PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. P.O. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 


BE SURE TO INCLUDE ALL NECESSARY INFORMATION AND TO ENCLOSE CORRECT AMOUNT OF MONEY. Nevada residents add Sales Tax 


D7-8 
WATCH [|] Include Photo 
Indicate: Hair Color Eye Color 
Name on Watch Complexion 
O DESERT RACER (CHOPPER A. $19.95 Watch (es) 
Omx O DRAG RACER B, $39.95 Watch (es) 
O ENDURO BIKE O STREET BIKE 

C. $44.95 Watch 

O MINI BIKE O CAFE RACER arenes) 
Add $1.00 for postage and handling for each watch ordered. Be sure to 


indicate how many watches and the bike desired on the dial. 


$6.95 plus 50g postage and handling 


FLYWHEEL PULLER 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY. 


POSTERS 
O $1.50 each plus 50¢ for postage and handling 
O $5.00 for—4-— plus 50g for postage and handling 


BINDERS g PIGSKIN GLOVES 1 
ODIRT BIKE indicate quantity 
OMOTOCROSS ACTION Pair(s) and size(s) 
$6.45 plus $1.00 postage 
for each binder ordered. 


STATE ZIP. 


for each pair ordered. 


$8.95 plus 507 postage and handling. 
GOGGLES [_] Model Vea E ET 
O #70 $6.95 STICKIES ][ 250 each, 5 for a buck. “Yamaha ~ Hodaka Z Puch Sachs 
C #90 (wide angle» $9.95 O DIRT BIKE — Suzuki D Ossa T DKW Bultaco 
$1.00 for postaae and handlina. O MOTOCROSS ACTION Husky -Penton 


ESTS IT’S ALL HERE... IN 
Bü THESE FIVE EXCITING 
TITLES FROM 
HI-TORQUE. 


Cover the dust, dirt, bikes, 
and everything the TRUE 
rider needs to know all... 
inside the covers of these 
Very Special Editions... 


Detach the order form and 


ORDER NOW! 


Û Send all 5 titles. | have enclosed $11.50, 
plus $2.00 postage and handling. 


Include check or money order. 

Please send only titles | have checked at 
regular price. 

LJ How to Win At Racing — $5.00 

_] Wrench Manual — $2.00 

O How To Go Fast — $1.50 

O Best of Dirt Bike Tests — $1.50 

Desert Racing — $1.50 

Add 50c postage & handling for each 
magazine ordered. 


Is your dirt bike missing that 
EXTRA SOMETHING? 
Find it FAST in the NEW 


LOLI LEVI 
BUYER'S 


controls, chains, chemicals, 


filled with fenders, flames, forks, tires, tools, 


clothing, and most anything else that goes with 


You can order any title 
individually or all of them. 


HI-TORQUE PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 
Name 


Address 
City 


/ / tanks, 


DIRT BIKE BUYER’S GUIDE 
P.O. Box 317 Encino, CA 91316 


/ | carbs, 
(3 Dirt Bike riding. 
fod 
ORDER TODAY! Ñ 
Only $2.00 a 
plus $.50 postage and handling Address 
for each copy ordered. Make City 
checks payable to HI-TORQUE 
PUBLICATIONS. State 


BITS & PIECES 


Continued from page 6 


earnings, but hasn’t had much time 
for riding lately. 


There still may be time to get one 
of the limited edition Malcolm 
Smith or Dick Burleson Replica 
Husqvarnas that became available 
last June. Both bikes are almost 
exact duplicates of those being 
ridden by the twosome. 

The 250 WR Malcolm Smith 
Gold Medal Replica features: 
210mm fork travel, Curnutt shocks 
and nine-inch rear wheel travel, 

Continued on page 80 


All models in stock and ready for 
delivery. 


Complete line of MX, Trials, Desert and 
TT equipment. 


Parts and accessories. 

Quick/fast Mail-Order anywhere. 
Complete machine shop service. 
Send $1.00 for catalog and decal. 


STEVES 
BULTACO 


7627 Van Nuys Blvd. 
Van Nuys, CA 91405 


(213) 780-6300 (213) 994-7468 cand, 
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Removing two bolts and four screws 
puts you here. The entire package is 
simple, straightforward, and very well 
thought out. 


owners. The bike feels right. 
Everything is just where it should 
be and is easy to get to for most 
everyone. Still, there are exceptions. 
The relationship between resting 
points for your feet, hands and rear 
end is excellent. 

Now that you’re feeling right at 
home, fire her up. Ah, the joys of 
modern motorcycles. They'll always 
fire up, unless you’ve been dumb 
enough to leave the same plug in for 
six months. The choke is easy to use 
and necessary when she’s cold. 

The clutch has a very light feel to 
it and will stand up to all the abuse 
you can dish out. 

Once you've built up some speed 
(which doesn’t take long on the 
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the addition of an invertible preload 
spacer up top. We measured 
210mm of travel. 

They’ve gone to a 17mm rear axle 
from a 15 to minimize the 
possibility of bending. In conjunc- 
tion, a larger I.D., smaller O.D. 
rear wheel bearing is now used in 
the redesigned rear hub. A steel 
sleeve surrounds the bearing O.D. 
to add durability. 

While the brakes and spokes 
remain the same as before, new, 
stronger Takasago rims are found at 
both ends. Our test unit was shod 
with the latest IRC knobbies front 
and rear. 

The Daido 520TR chain is a 
stronger version of the TM chain 
found on our A. 


GET YOUR RED-HOT “ROGER 
DECOSTER REPLICA” 370 RM 
RIGHT HERE AND TAKE A 
FREE TEST RIDE ON OUR 
EXCITING NEW TREADMILL- 
TYPE MOTOCROSS COURSE 
THAT REALISTICALLY 
RECREATES UNADILLA AFTER 
A LIGHT SPRING SHOWER 

Wrapping yourself around her, 
you'll feel the ecstasy and “oneness” 
that are shared by thousands of RM 


RM3/0B 


Continued from page 31 


starter pedal and the shifter got a 
“racer black” high-performance 
paint treatment. 

On the intake side of the engine is 
a 38mm Mikuni equipped with a 
300 main jet and an R-2 needle jet. 
The A came with a 310 and a Q-4. 
The Mikuni gets its air through a 
redesigned and much improved air 
box and filter system. Removing the 
filter for servicing requires that you 
merely loosen one bolt and remove 
the other on the seat, then pull out 
a large slip-pin. 

The exhaust system now comes 
with a quieter silencer attached to 
its rear that’s 85.5mm longer than 
the A’s. For support, the top left 
frame tube now extends out beyond 
the seat to meet a bracket on the 
silencer. 

Looking for a sturdy chrome 
moly chassis? This unit has passed 
our endurance test with flying 
colors, as the frame on our 370A has 
stood up to a year and a half of 
competition without a single crack. 
We can’t say the same for the 
swingarm, though. After nearly a 
year, ours broke in three places. So 
. . . The B comes with a very beefy 
pressed steel, boxed configuration 
which should prove to be as 
trouble-free as the rest of the 
chassis. Bottom shock mounts have 
been moved 3lmm farther forward 
than the A’s. 

Remote reservoir DeCarbon-style 
Kayaba nitrogen gas shocks, which 
have 40 percent more fluid than the 
old stockers, are used in the rear. 
They also have 20 percent less 
dampening on both strokes. The 
idea behind the old shocks was that 
they would have roughly the same 
dampening as these once they 
warmed up. It took about eight to 
ten minutes of motoing before they 
stabilized. The B shocks retain 
virtually the same dampening 
characteristics even at the end of 
40-minute motos. To keep the 
frame geometry the same with the 
shock mounts moved up, these new 
shocks are a few millimeters shorter 
while providing 5mm more axle 
travel (220mm). 

The Kayaba forks are identical to 
the A’s with the exception of new 
springs that are 15 kg stronger, and 
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SUZUKI 8 
Price (approx. retail, West Coast): $1595 
Engine: 
Two-stroke single, piston port and 
reed valve 
Displacement 
Bore & Stroke 
Compression Ratio .............. 7.6:1 
Carburetion Mikuni VM36SS 
Standard Jetting: 
Main 300, needle jet R2, needle 
6FJ6-3, slide cut 1.5, pilot 50, air 
adjusting screw 1% turns open, float 
level 55mm 
Horsepower 
Clutch: 
Wet, multi-plate with aluminum and 
fiber discs 
Primary Drive: 
Straight-cut gears, 2.384:1 
Transmission Ratios: 
1. 2.071 
2. 1.625 
3. 1.263 
4. 1.000 
5. 0.869 
Final Drive .... Daido #520 TR, 108 links 
13-tooth countershaft 
50-tooth rear sprocket 
Air Filtration: 
Oiled polyurethane foam element 
Electrics: 
Suzuki PEI (Pointless Electronic 
Ignition) 
Starting 
Lubrication 


40.0 at 6500 rpm 


Non-primary kickstart 
Pre-mix, 20:1 
Premium 
Recommended Oil: 
Castrol R30, Bel-Ray MC1, Shell 
Super M (vegetable type) or Golden 
Spectro (synthetic type) 
Fuel Tank Capacity: 8 liters (2.1 gallons) 
Frame: Chrome moly, semi-double cradle 
Wheels & Spokes: 
Takasago aluminum alloy rims with 
cross-2 spokes 
Suspension: 
Front: Kayaba telescopic forks, 
220mm (8.66-inch) stroke claimed; oil 
capacity 247cc 
Rear: Kayaba/Dr. DeCarbon nitrogen 
gas shocks with remote reservoirs, 
219mm (8.62-inch) axle travel claimed 
Tires: 
Front: IRC Motocross GS-45F 3.00x21 
Rear: IRC Motocross GS-56F 4.50x18 
Dimensions: 
Wheelbase 
Swingarm length 
Ground clearance 
Bars, height 


Seat height 

Fork angle 

Weight: 
106.3 kilos (234.5 pounds) without 
fuel; 44.8 percent on front, 55.2 
percent on rear 


130mm cable-operated 
150mm cable-operated 
Yes; MX only 
Spark Arrestor 
Warranty 
Parts Prices: 


Please turn page 


Serrated pegs and brake pedal are self- 
cleaning and provide adequate boot 
traction in even the muddiest 
conditions. 


inside line, squaring off, or shooting 
the berm. 

There is one thing that the RM 
does a good bit better than any 
other bike in this era of long-travel 
suspension. That is sliding. With the 
increase in suspension travel, most 
bikes have waved bye-bye to the 
thought of controlled power and 
brake slides. Not so with the Suzuki. 
The more you ride the bike, the 
more you'll appreciate it. Not that it 
is hard to ride. It’s just that pushing 
it hard will make you a better rider. 

Both binders are smooth, progres- 
sive, strong, and have a very good 
feel to them. You'll never doubt 
them, and they won’t wear you out. 

Is it fast? You better believe it. 
This baby accelerates like a Lear 
jet, bumps or no bumps. Depending 
of course on how good you are, the 
track’s condition and how often you 
can afford to replace the rear tire, 
this is a very likely candidate for 
Holeshot King. More important 
than numbers in terms of power, 
the RM370 has very smooth, usable 
and mellow power for an open- 
classer, as well as a sufficient 
amount of it. On some tracks, we 
preferred to run an extra tooth 
(14) on the countershaft, which 
smoothed it out all the more 
without hurting acceleration. The 
370 still pulled easily and shifts 
were less often necessary. 


RM370B 
RM370A 


370), take time to notice that you 
are indeed going along at a very 
quick clip and you are not feeling 
much in the way of bumps. 
Definitely a plush suspension group. 
There is no other stock rear end that 
works as well as this one on any 
production-line motocrosser. At 
least one comes very close (Husq- 
varna), but these super rear shocks 
are much more up to the task at 
hand, especially in the long run. 
Sharp braking bumps and huge 
jumps are absorbed without a 


a. 


A 


Plenty of triangulation and well-placed 
gussets make this one very sturdy 
chrome moly chassis. 


complaint. We tried some giant 
sky-shots for photographic purposes 
and still never felt any harshness or 
bottoming. On top of that, it does 
an excellent job of keeping all those 
potent ponies hooked up to the 
earth. 

The forks provide nearly the same 
effects. They’re definitely something 
to appreciate when the bumps are 
large and frequent. Our only 
complaint is that there is a bit of 
harshness experienced when landing 
off of large, “Mighty Joe Young” 
jumps. It’s nothing close to having 
the bars ripped out of your hands, 
but you can feel it. If you’re on a 
real motocross track, you may 
consider inverting the front spring 
spacers to get.a little added preload. 

Since most motocross tracks come 
back around to meet up with the 
starting point, you can figure that 
there must be at least four turns. 
You'll be happy to hear that she 
loves to do it. She really tracks. 
Point her and that’s where she'll go 
without a hint of foolishness. She 
doesn’t feel top-heavy, and you can 
have your choice of taking the 
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SHAKE-DOWN LOWDOWN 

As with almost any new bike, it 
took a while for the spoke nipples to 
seat in against the rims. A close 
check on them for the first few 
outings will keep your wheels 
running true. 

With only a few hours on the 
bike, a fair amount of oil had 
escaped past the left fork seal. This 
was rather unusual, as we have had 
very good luck with these seals in 
the past. Merely removing the leg 
and cleaning the seal eliminated the 
leakage problem. 


CLOSE TO THE END 

Suzuki has been kind enough to 
let us keep one each of their fine 
motocrossers for long-term testing 
and so that we can keep the feeling 
of riding the best motocrosser in 
each class fresh in our minds. Our 
370A has been raced nearly every 
weekend since October of 75, in 
addition to undergoing many, many 
hours of testing and practice. Its 
reliability record is virtually flaw- 
less. Using Castrol R30 at 20 to 1, 
we ran the standard piston up until 
the Hangtown race in April, and 
the bike still managed to get a fair 
amount of holeshots even in its final 
days. The rings were changed only 
once. Not too shabby. Good metal, 
and super oil. Look for a full report 
on the history of the A next month. 

The RM makes cutting fast laps 
easy. If you don’t win on this one, 
it’s not the bike’s fault. Suzuki has 
taken a great machine and refined 
it significantly. Its performance and 
handling are all one could ask for in 
a motocrosser. It also possesses 
sufficient quantities of all of the 
other qualities necessary to qualify 
it for best in class honors. 0 
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TAKE OUR PROVEN, 
40 LESSON HOME 
STUDY COURSE. 


CALL TOLL FREE 
(800) 874-0645. 
IN FLORIDA CALL 


(904) 255-0295. 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE INSTITUTE 
1445 SKYTROOPER ROAD - DAYTONA BEACH, FL. 32014 


E A SEND MORE INFORMATION TO === — == me me ¬1 


NAME سس تحت‎ AGE 


DIRT BIKE 


two new competition quality models... 


UVEX WINTER OPTICAL LTD. 


l ADDRESS 


If your 
heads in dirt, 
UVEX 
æ keeps 
your eyes 
open 


Weekend trail blazer or top competitor, you'll 
appreciate UVEX ... built expressly for off- 
road riding by the world leader in goggles. 


Grand Prix, a superior racing goggle for 
these reasons... 

e Flexible frame, cushioned velour face liner. 
e Clear no-scratch plastic-glass lenses. 
Smoked lenses optional. 
e Adjustable air vents. 
e Reinforced nylon f 
headband is water re- 4 
pellent, fully adjustable. = 

World Cup/TS, a top model for racers, fits 
over Rx glasses... 

e Gold-green plastic lens enhances depth 
perception in dull light, cuts glare in bright sun. 
e Non-static silicone coating repels dust. 

e Ventilation slots are ae 
covered with foam to ۳ 1 
block dust. = jv 

۷ ی © 


uvex 
winter 


Plains Road 
Augusta, New Jersey 07822 


DIRT BIKE photo 


Hey guys, 


| live in , and | can’t get at 


town or city 


dealer, 


my local 


dealer name and address 


Please get these guys on the ball! 


Send to Hi-Torque Publications, Inc. 
P.O. Box 317 
Encino, Calif. 91436 
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LONG-WEARING, COLORFUL 


Tank-Tee and Sweatshirts 


FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! 


20۷-6 
EAWASARI 


| 


PRODUCTS, 
INC. 


All shirts. 
made of © 
100% Premium 
Cotton 


GET IT ON! 


M-503 


oc BIS BRE 


as KLE 


MAGAZINE 


Tank Shirt Colors: Orange, Yellow, Blue 
H P.O. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 T-Shirt Colors: white, Red, Yellow 
/ ۱۷-۲ SIZES: S= M=L—*L Sweatshirt Colors: Red, Yellow, Blue, White 


۲ T-SHIRTS, $4.45 with emblem on front. $5.45 with emblem on both sides. 
l SWEATSHIRTS $5.95. TANK SHIRTS $3.95 with emblem on tront. $4.95 with 
NED, emblem on both sides. Nevada residents add sales tax. Add 50¢ per shirt for 

` êy, M-108 ! postage and handling. D7-8 
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Nigel Birkett, aboard a 325 factory 
Suzuki, missed a tie for second place 
by the margin of a two-point tech 
penalty for a leaking gas tank, the 
result of some youngsters knocking it 
over in the impound area. 


DIRT BIKE 


T — ` LA 


Rob Shepherd, who won his first three 
nationals after signing with Honda, is 
the current leader in the British trials 
series and sixth in the world. 


drops 24 including time. Some dirty 
gas has given him carb trouble and 
he gets a late start after working on 


the bike. 

The leaders: M. Lampkin — 19, 
R. Shepherd — 40, Birkett — 43, 
Andrews — 45, Rathmell — 47, 
Thorpe — 60, Karlson — 64, 
Edwards — 72. 


FRIDAY 
There’s aye some water 
where the stirkie drowns. 

We hear that John Metcalfe, who 
rides for Ossa, has broken his leg in 
a collision with a telephone pole. 
Later it’s confirmed that there is no 
break. Another rider goes down on 
the pavement but isn’t injured. The 
weather has been rough. Veterans 
confirm it’s one of the tougher 
weeks in recent years. 

Camp Hill’s twisting, ascending 
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Shepherd — 25, Thorpe — 26, 
Birkett — 29, Edwards, N. Shep- 
herd and Hemingway — 30, 
Karlson — 33. 


WEDNESDAY 
Cast na out the dowd water 
till ye get the clean. 

The longest day. Over 140 miles 
and eight hours. Back across the 
moors of Blackwater. And Bernie 
forgot his watch. 

Marland, who didn’t bring a 
watch over, cleans Edramucky. In 
the past eight years only six riders 
has cleaned the four subs. Four 
other cleans are recorded. Rathmell 
and Reynolds, Sunter and Soler, the 
last three in successive rides. 

The Yanks bounce back. But we 
don’t learn about it until Thursday. 
Erroneous time penalties for both 
are removed. Marland’s new score 
of four gives him a tie with 
Lampkin, Rob Shepherd and 
Austrian Jo Wallman for low score 
of the day. 

The leaders: M. Lampkin — 14, 
Andrews — 22, R. Shepherd and 
Rathmell — 29, Birkett — 37, 


Karlson — 46, N. Shepherd and 
Hemingway — 47, Soler and 
Wallman — 49. 


THURSDAY 
Aye as ye thrive 
your feet fa’s frae ye. 

We get American input at the 
sections: I’m hydroplaning and 
drifting on the wet pavement. It’s 
like a road race and then an 
enduro. The sections aren’t hard 
enough to sort out the good riders 

Next time, I’m bringing a 
fairing. I want them to put a game 
on the tank for road riding. Or 
maybe I'll bring a helmet radio. 

We watch Lampkin take the dab 
at Rubaruadh (he calls it Rubba 
Dubba, we name it Rubber Rooter) 
that ties him with Bernie for low 
score of the day — five. Marland 
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Carlsson. 

Lampkin and Rob Shepherd drop 
just five for the day. It’s the fourth 
low score trophy in six tries for 
Martin, who didn’t five once during 
the week, and a record 31-point 
victory margin. A brilliant perfor- 
mance. Bernie’s llth earned him 
the top newcomer award. Mar- 
land’s 13th brought him the second 
best newcomer award. 


CLEANS AND FIVES 
One of England’s top road racers, 


Martin Lampkin sizes up a Camp Hill 
section while wife Isobel and son 
Douglas enjoy the rain. 


Mick Grant, wanted to ride, but 
Kawasaki nixed the idea. 

French champion Charles Cout- 
ard, bothered by a forearm injury, 
did not start. 

Steve Wilson combined his honey- 
moon with riding the Scottish on a 
363 Sherpa with Frontera crank. 

Cliff Carr, the road racer, was at 
the trial. He’s a partner in Bel Ray 
UK. 

Derek Edgar, a Scot who worked 
here for the Montesa distributor, 
rode the event on a TL250. Derek’s 


brother, Norman, is a former 
(three-time) trials champion of 
Scotland. 


Lampkin picked up $270 in 
contingency money from Dunlop 
for winning on the new Trials 
Champion rubber. 

1976 Schoolboy champion Chris 
Sutton passed his re-exam for a 
motorcycle driver’s license just 
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second low score trophy. 
The leaders: M. Lampkin — 22, 


Birkett and Rathmell — 52, 
Andrews — 54, R. Shepherd — 58, 
Thorpe — 66, Karlson — 69, 
Edwards — 78, Schreiber and 
Wallman — 81. 


SATURDAY 
The worth o’ a thing 
best kenned by the want o't. 

Off to the Pipeline, Martin 
Lampkin’s favorite section, and 
another day of continuous rain. The 
straight, rocky climb is already 
slippery before the first attempt. 
Last year, with good weather, there 
were only three cleans. Marland 
arrives. Carrying his silencer. We 
promise to take it back to impound 
for him. He’s glad it’s not a Seven 
Days. Twice during the day he has 
to return to impound to clean his 
main jet. Lampkin drops one. 
Marland and Bernie take threes. 
The cleans go to Rathmell, Vester- 
inen, Rob Shepherd and Swede M. 


world, headed the Swedish contingent. 
The 14 entrants amount to almost ten 
percent of the trials competition riders 
in Sweden. Karlson won the best 
foreign rider award, finishing seventh. 


creek sections are eventually filled 
by pummeling white water. One 
rider is buried up to his chest in a 
hole just walking to his bike near 
the start gate. Another loses his 
chain. Literally. It slips off the bike 
and is washed into the next county. 
Two foot ledges are completely 
covered. 

Bernie, one of the last riders to 
tackle the white water, takes only 
one five in the four subs. A splendid 
ride. Later Camp Hill and another 
of the day’s sections are excluded 
from scoring, so his official score is 
eight. 

Despite two crashes, two flats 
and a bike that has to be nursed 
back to impound with a totally 
clogged main jet, Marland winds up 
with a two, tying Jaime Subira for 
low score of the day. It’s Marland’s 
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Rob Edwards was the last rider to 
attempt the Camp Hill sections Friday 
before they were closed. The popular 
Edwards gritted out the week after 
crashing at Laggan Locks on Tuesday, 
severely bruising his ribs. 


hotel reservation for 1978. 

Perhaps both, with second place 
finishes in world competition, were 
a bit disappointed with their results, 
but coming home the top two 
newcomers is something to be very 
proud of. 

And so, a tip of the cap to Martin 
Lampkin, who so totally dominated 
the week, and to our two best 
newcomers. Get ’em next year, 


guys. 
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AFTERTHOUGHTS 

Seeing the Scottish a second year, 
particularly with adverse weather, 
gives a better insight into the kind 
of test it really is. Granted, the 
sections are easy by world or even 
national standards, but the trial is 
much more than observed riding. 
The Scottish is a test of machine 
reliability, physical endurance, 
mental and mechanical preparation, 
preventative maintenance and 
probably, most of all, determina- 
tion. Martin Lampkin has twice 
been world champion and yet he 
rates his win of the Scottish last year 
as his most satisfying accomplish- 
ment. 

The Scottish remains the most 
charismatic of all observed events, 
the one the manufacturers want to 
win most, and the trial most agree 
is the most difficult in the world to 
win. And, quite possibly, a tougher 
test of man and machine than the 
ISDT. 

Success in the Six Days does not 
come soon. Lampkin’s first win was 
ten years in the making. Mick 
Andrews rode seven of them before 


Development rider Walter Luft has 
been working on a 320 KTM but rode 
his 250. The bike has externally 
adjustable air forks for road and 
section work. 


reeling off his string of five wins in 
six years. Sammy Miller’s initial ride 
was in 1954; his first of five wins 
came in 1962. 

The Scottish treated Schreiber 
and Whaley like the rookies that 
they were, and yet both posted 
excellent rides on given days. 
Consistency is the secret of the Six 
Days, bred by experience. 

During the competition both had 
mixed feelings about the event. 
Back home they had a chance to 
reflect on it all. Marland felt the 
Scottish wasn’t that much fun to 
ride, but the prestige of the event 
began to work on him. He 
definitely wants to try again. And 
Bernie, who joked about the first 
being his last, he’s already made his 


SCOTTISH SIX 
DAYS TRIAL 


before the trial. 

Boyd, referring to a Yorkshire 
rider: I could understand him better 
when he was speaking Spanish than 
when he was speaking English. 

Eugenio Majo traveled with 
Spanish champion Manuel Soler. 
He won the trip by topping a series 
which is Spain’s version of our El 
Trial de Espana, the ATA event 
that raised the air fare for Schreiber 
and Whaley. 


or 


Do 5 


Vaclav Budin’s 350 CZ. The bike has air 
forks and reed valve induction, may be 
a pre-production prototype. 


Paul Jackson built this 247 Triumph. 
The gas tank is part of the frame. The 
bike weighs 187 wet, has dual rear 
sprockets for road and section work. 


Lampkin became the fifth rider 
to post consecutive wins. 

Mick Andrews holds the record 
for best placing by a newcomer, 
second in 1963 at age 17. 

What American celebrated Sat- 
urday afternoon by doing wheelies 
down main street and up the steps 
behind the hotel? How did the 
police get there so soon? 
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WITH 


SKATEBOARD 


All the excitement of side- 
walk surfing from around the 
corner and around the world. 
. . . Wheelies, Kick-flips, pool 
and bowl riding; tips from the 


SKATEBOARD WORLD 
P.O. Box 317 

Encino, California 91316 | 

6 issues — $5.00 


(Please enclose check or money order) Canadian 
subscriptions add $1.00 additional postage and 
handling. Other foreign subscriptions add $2.00. | 


D7-8 
pros, people, places, full Name | 
coverage of competition, plus 
much, much more. Address | 

City ۱ 
’s Hot | 
It 5 9 l State Zip 


SOCCER 


CORNER 


MAGA ZINE 


Top Soccer 
Monthly 


All the excitement and action of 
pro, amateur, youth and collegiate 
soccer. 

Latest news from Europe, Latin 
America and Asia. 

World Cup action — the road to 
Argentina 78. 

Special features and profiles of the 
game's top players. Plus 2 بر‎ 
much, much more. ۱ 


Soccer Corner Magazine 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 
| 8issues — $6.50 


SCORE NOW... : ee 
| Canadian sbuscriptions add $1.00 for additional 
DETACH THIS COUPON ' postage & handling, other foreign add $2. 


| A check or money order must be included. 


AND SUBSCRIBE 1 
TOD ۱ | Name D7-8 
AY! Address 
8 issues — $6.50 | City 


| State 
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Cables, Box 1321, Hesperia, California 


92345; (714) 244-3139. Number One 
Products, 4931 N. Encinita Ave., 
Temple City, California 91780. 

Mike Bast bought a TT for the Race 
of Champions and really digs it. He 
went with a Bassani pipe, Terry fork 
kit, White Brothers brake cable kit, 
S&W shocks and dispensed with the 
air box in favor of a Unifilter foam 
sock. 

THUMPARY 

There has to be a reason why 
Yamaha has sold so many of the big 
boomers. And why so many champs 
have picked one up for their own 
personal trail riding. 

An interesting ambivalence 
emerges. There are those who adore, 
and those who implore restraint. The 
flattrackers and fireroaders think it’s 
a livin’ gas; the motocrossers and tight 
trailers reflect upon its limitations — 
bulk and the adequacy of suspension — 
for the gnarly terrain with which they 
are familiar. 

The TT is a bike for which all the 
cliches are apt. It is a fine all-around 
motorcycle, possibly it is the best all- 
around general fireroad and 
cowtrailer. The skidders pep it, spring 
it and pitch it in to their hearts’ 
content. Joe Average, whoever he is, 
loves that muffled growl, the torque 
and the sit-down-and-be-taken-up- 
almost-anything feel. And the stone 
axe maintenance requirements. 

Perhaps the best way of looking at it 
is: the TT is a fine sit-down bike. For 
those who prefer stand-up excursions 
into more demanding terrain it loses 
some charm. But for fireroading, 
skidding, hillclimbing and general 
funnin’ it’s a-okay. 

We’ll stick with what Kent 
Howerton said about last year’s white- 


tanker. It’s pretty good for what it is. g 


° Husqvarna Specialists 
21 47 
ee ener 
î PARTS 
for 
© ©) Husqvarna 
e & Hodaka 
e ® Montesa 


Mail order anywhere in the U.S. 
Send $1.00 for postpaid accessories catalog. 


Mission Hills Motorcycles 
8730 Sepulveda Blvd. 


‘Sepulveda, California 91343 
(213) 785-4289 
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YOU NEED IT 

If you're not already using Armor All, it’s 
time you got with it. Don’t you realize that 
everything around you that’s made of 
rubber, vinyl or leather is rotting before 
your very eyes? Armor All beautifies and 
protects these materials as well as wood, 
plastic and other synthetic products with its 
special formula that actually stops rotting 
due to exposure and smog. Rubber goods 
will last up to ten times longer with regular 
applications. Besides protecting, it restores 
the original deep and natural color to tires, 
upholstery, vinyl tops and whatever else 
you can think of. Armor All is now available 
in automotive supply departments, hard- 
ware, drug and grocery stores coast to 
coast. If you don’t already know, Armor All 
is just as necessary to your existence as 
WD-40 and silver tape. Send one dollar to 
Very Important Products, Inc., Dept. C, 
P.O. Box 7190, Newport Beach, California 
92660, and receive an introductory kit of 
Armor All Protectant that contains product 
samples, a decal and a brochure. 


14 


IMPACT ABSORPTION 
In the beginning, man was not created to 


go 85 mph. . . sometimes one has to 
improve on ole Mother Nature. Someone 
has. We see here the new line of Malcolm 
Smith Gold Medal protective gear. Com- 
bination shoulder and chest protectors for 
adults and kids, shin guards, knee guards in 
two sizes, elbow pads in three sizes, Star 
gloves, and Bell helmets in all sizes. 
“Quality products at realistic prices.” 
They'll sell you everything but the fig leaf. 
Malcolm Smith Racing Products, 888 
Marlborough, Riverside, California 92507; 
(714) 686-1006. © 
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others. Trick numbers for your plates 
measure roughly six inches square, and for 
your helmet they're around three inches. 
These highest-quality vinyl numbers are 
available in either black or white from 
O'Brien Racing Products, 2416 Skyline, 
Irving, Texas 75062. Large numbers go for 
50 cents and the helmet stickies are a 
quarter. 


RACE FACE GOGGLE 

The manufacturers of the Race Face 
racing mask introduce the new Race Face 
goggles. This new goggle incorporates the 
same quick-change lens feature that has 
made the Race Face mask so popular. They 
also feature an easy fit over prescription 
eyeglasses, and additional ventilation can 
be had by simply unsnapping the lens 
ends. Available in seven colors, each 
goggle is delivered with a clear lens, and a 
“rainbow” multi-colored strap that blends 
with any color scheme. Replacement lenses 
are available in smoke, yellow and 


polarized, along with tear-offs for muddy 
days. They're $9.95 from Thoughts & 
Actions Inc., P.O. Box 704, Chatsworth, 
California 91311. 


۲۲500 HIGH-PERFORMANCE FILTER 

Increase your breathing and filtering area 
with this high-volume unit from Mike 
Burke. These bolt-on filters are available for 
the stock carb as well as 36-38mm Mikunis, 
and allow you to use your stock side 
panels. The air filter and box alone go for 
$44.95. Also, there’s a complete carb and 
filter kit which consists of a properly jetted 
36mm Mikuni carb, Terry cable, Magura 
throttle control, and the high-performance 
air filter and box. It goes for $119.95. 
Contact Mike Burke Motorcycle Special- 
ties, 15178 Raymer St., Van Nuys, 
California 91405; (213) 780-0779. 


ATTENTION! 


It's that time again. all you hungry dealers. distributors 
and manufacturers. We are now accepting material for the 
1978 DIRT BIKE BUYER'S GUIDE Don't pass up this 
chance to display your wares before the most demanding 
bunch of dirty bike riders on earth, the readers of DIRT 
BIKE. And it won't cost you anything except postage to get 
in this special prepared by the number-one newsstand- 
selling moto'cycle magazine in America. Send your black 
and white glossies (preferably 4 x 5.5 x 7 or 8 x 10) and 
product releases to DIRT BIKE BUYER'S GUIDE. P.O Box 
317, Encino, California 91316 

Oh yeah. You make it easy for us and we'll make it easy 
for you to pick up on the free space. Tailor your product 
releases to the size and form used in the magazine. One 
good paragraph identifying the product. telling what it 
does, why it's so Super. how much it costs, and where and 
how to get it. Indicate if you sell retail or if the reader can 
purchase through a local dealer. Include info about any 
Catalog or brochure. and the cost. if any. What could be 
simpler? Endless. rambling press releases and bum 
photos have a tendency to blunt our benevolent awarding 
of space. So send us something like what we print and 
odds are it'll get printed. Anything with blimps in it is 
guaranteed space 

Go for it! THE DEADLINE ۱5 AUGUST 1st 


77 YAMATHUMPER PIPE 

How about an easily installed high- 
performance exhaust system for your 
XT/TT500D? Looks great and increases 
power throughout the entire rpm range. At 
the rear, pick your choice of a racing 
megaphone for $19.95, a muffler for $11.95 
or a spark arrestor for $15.95. The pipe 
itself goes for $44.95. Contact Pro-Tec, 
8423 Rosemead, Pico Rivera, California. 


WHAT YOU'VE BEEN WAITING FOR 
All of you who lack either the talent or 


patience to carve out your own per- 
sonalized type-style competition numbers 
are in luck. Now you can have the same 
trick racing numbers as the top pros. If you 
managed to hit the Nationals, you surely 


—————shese same numbers on the mounts of 


Hannah, Marty Smith, Kent Hower- 
Steve Stackable, Gaylon Mosier, 
R + Wise, John Savitski and many 


in the third race of the 250cc series, 
held at Omaha Moto Park. Riding a 
works bike using production YZ 
forks and monoshock unit to 
improve the handling problems the 
factory bikes had been having, 
Bob’s overall win moved him up to 
fifth in the standings with five races 
remaining, after having missed the 
first 250cc race at Hangtown. 
Suzuki’s Tony DiStefano still main- 
tains a slim point lead in the series 
over Honda’s Marty Smith, fol- 
lowed by Jim Pomeroy and Kent 
Howerton. 

Hannah’s win in the first moto 
came at the expense of Jimmy Ellis, 
who led the first half of the race 
until seizing. Rick Burgett moved 
his Yamaha into the lead as Hannah 
worked his way toward the front of 
the pack after a near last-place 
start. Bob caught his teammate two 
laps from the end of the moto. Rick 
went down when his front wheel 
clipped the rear of Hannah’s bike. 
Burgett remounted to finish fifth as 
Hannah won the first heat ahead of 
Marty Smith, Howerton and Di- 
Stefano. 

In the second moto Hannah got 
his first good start of the series and 
led from start to finish. Husky’s 
Kent Howerton and Honda’s Marty 
Smith spent the entire moto fighting 
over second place, with Howerton 
coming out on top in the last lap. 
Jimmy Ellis had been moving up 
quickly during the opening laps of 
the moto when a broken counter- 
shaft sprocket forced his retirement. 

Continued on page 4 
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around Ellis, and then Hannah 
passed as well, after working up 
from another poor start. Ellis 
struggled to keep his bike going as 
fast as possible with the flat and 
managed to finish out the race in 
third position ahead of Kent 
Howerton, which proved to be all 
Jimmy needed to take the overall 
win. 

In the 500cc Support class, 
Kawasaki’s Terry Clark fought off 
Husqvarna’s Arlo Englund both 
motos to score the overall victory. 
Englund placed second riding a 
prototype 390 CR Automatic Husky 
which may see production this fall. 

250cc National: 1. Jimmy Ellis 
(1,3) Can-Am; 2. Tony DiStefano 
(4,1) Suz; 3. Bob Hannah (3,2) 
Yam; 4. Jim Pomeroy (2,5) Hon; 5. 
Marty Smith (5,7) Hon; 6. Chuck 
Sun (6,9) Hus; 7. Danny LaPorte 
(11,8) Suz; 8. Mickey Boone (9,10) 
Suz; 9. Steve Stackable (7, 13) Mai; 
10. Tommy Croft (12, 11) Hon. 

Report by Jim Gianatsis 


April 24. Herman, Nebraska. 
“Hurricane” Bob Hannah picked up 
his first National win of the season 
as he scored double moto victories 


Ellis (19), out of shape in the first turn, took the win at Nas 


NATIONAL MOTOCROSS 

April 17. Nashville, Tennessee. 
Can-Am’s “Captain Cobalt,” Jimmy 
Ellis, dominated both motos of the 
Music City 250cc National to take 
his first race win of the 1977 
motocross season. Using a produc- 
tion engine in a new prototype 
frame, Jimmy led the first moto 
from start to finish to beat Jim 
Pomeroy by a 25-second margin. 
Yamaha’s Bob Hannah suffered a 
poor mid-pack start and was able to 
work up to third before the race 
ended, just five seconds behind 
Pomeroy. It was the first race that 
Hannah had ridden this year on his 
OW 25 works bike, and he wasn’t 
very enthusiastic over the way the 
factory bike handled compared to 
the YZ production bike he had used 
earlier in the season to win almost 
every race. 

Ellis again pulled the holeshot in 
the second 40-minute plus two lap 
moto to build up another huge lead, 
but it only lasted until the 
35-minute mark, when his Can-Am 
suffered a flat rear tire on the 
demanding natural terrain course. 
Reigning 250cc National Champ 
Tony DiStefano got his Suzuki 


AUGUST 1977 


Circle Number 25 on page 8 


BITS & PIECES 


Continued from page 69 


Petty headlight/number plate, 
38mm Mikuni with starting 
enrichener, new mag cover, larger 
volume air box cover, solid 
aluminum Smith bars, tank tool bag 
and wide white fenders. 

The 360 WR Dick Burleson 
Enduro Champion Replica has the 
same features, excluding the tank 
tool bag. Added are a VDO 24 mph 
Enduro Racer, tank-mounted route 
card holder and a handlebar- 
mounted route sheet holder. 
Suggested retail is $1795 for the 250 
and $1975 for the 360. See your 
local dealer for more information. 
Or write Bob Drake, Husqvarna 
Motorcycle Company, 933 Richards 
Road, Antioch, Tennessee 37013; 
(615) 833-5331. 


* * * * 


The AMA has appointed 12 
individuals to three different 
Professional Racing Boards. Road 
Racing members include Bob 
Hansen, Gordon Jennings, Steve 
McLaughlin and Gavin Trippe. 
Motocross members are Tony 
DiStefano, Mike Goodwin, Don 
Graves and Preston Petty. The 
Professional Racing Board, which 
includes all professional racing 
other than road and motocross, is 
Allen Becker, Sharon Clayton, Earl 
Flanders and Gene Romero. The 
AMA Commissioner of Professional 
Racing, a spot not yet filled, will 
serve as chairman of each of the 
three boards. 

Persons who wish to submit 
opinions or ideas related to AMA 
professional racing policies, rules or 
schedules may write AMA President 
Bob Rudolph, Bates Industries, 701 
West Cowles, Long Beach, 
California 90801, or Mr. Bill Boyce, 
Director of Professional Racing, 
AMA, P.O. Box 141, Westerville, 
Ohio 43081. 


FACTORY DIRECT 


T بخ‎ B 
> aN 
COMPLETE 
۰ Can Carry 1, 2, 3, Cycles 
e Converts To Utility And Snowmobile Trailer 
e Easy Load Tilt Design 
CALL TOLL FREE 800-558-8546 


Kross Kountry Industries 
Communa-K 
235 W. Grand, Port Washington, WI 53074 


DIRT BIKE 


Filled with 
thrills of BMX 
competition 
coverage. Tips 
on everything 
you ever 
wanted to 
know about 
bicycle 
motocross — 
the tracks, 


new 


equipment, 
the top riders, 
and.... more. 


DON’T MISS 
THE 
EXCITEMENT 
OF... 
BICYCLE 
MOTOCROSS 
Order Today 
— $1.50 


CRASH & BURN SPECIAL 


BICYCLE MOTOCROSS 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 
Please enclose a check or money order for $1.50 
plus 50 cents postage and handling. Make checks 
payable to Hi-Torque Publications, Inc. D7-8 
Name 
Address 
City 
State 


NOW AVAILABLE... 
The All New 


from the Editors of DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 


DON’T MISS THIS ONE... 


IT HAS ALL THAT YOU 
EXPECT FROM CRASH & 
BURN AND MORE 


CRASH & BURN 1977 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Please enclose $1.50 plus 50c postage & 
handling. Make checks payable to Hi-Torque 
Publications, Inc. 


Name 
Address 
City 


State Zip 
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IT’S ALL HERE... 


THE SPEED, DUST, DANGER, THRILLS AND SUSPENSE 


exciting races, and 


memorable personalities, 


Heated rivalries, 


colorful fun-filled pages offer a grand tour of the motorcycle 


Truly Collector’s Items 
ORDER NOW! 


Please send only magazines checked at regular 
price. 


[ Crash & Burn #14 — $1.50 
O Crash & Burn Feb. 76 — $1.50 
O Crash & Burn July 76 — $1.50 
O Coloring Book — $1.50 
O Foofaraw — $1.49 
ÛJ DB Photo Album 1976 — $2.00 


Enclose 50c postage & handling for each 
magazine ordered. 


5 SKINNY 
FAT TANK 


fey CATALOG OF PLAS- 
9 TIC TANKS USED BY 
2 WINNING RIDERS: 
DON VESCO PRODUCTS, INC. 
7565 NORTH AVENUE 
LEMON GROVE, CA. 92045 


NEW 
from PDI 


HI-TORQUE PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Detach this order form and send for 
the titles you have missed. Send all 6 
titles. | have enclosed $9.49. Plus $2.00 
postage and handling. Please enclose 
check or money order. 

Name 


Address 
City 
State 


OSSA PARTS 


Shipped Anywhere C.O.D. Lg. 
Parts for Older Bikes. 


COUNTRY WHEELS, LTD., R.D. #5 Belfance 
Road, Amsterdam, New York 12010 (518) 
842-0900. 


CALL OR WRITE TODAY. STATE: YEAR, 
MODEL, ENG. & FR. NOS. 


Inventory of 


WINNING STARTS WITH PDI 


“RM REPLICA 
GAS TANKS 
uses stock mounts and cap. A 
must for your RM. Keeps your 
stock tank new. 


$37.95 


NEW 


FORK KITS 


NEW NEW 


PDI 


PDI is proud to announce our all new MAXI- 
TRAVEL™ front fork dampening kits for your 
Moto Cross or Enduro needs. We have engineered 
each kit specifically for each bike to ensure the 
best dampening along with the most amount of 
travel that can be obtained safely. Travel is not the 
only important part of our kits. We computor 
designed our dampening to each fork to give the 
best possible dampening. AIl kits have been race 
tested and we have compaired them with all the 
other kits on the market and we can say we have 


The ultimate in front fork travel 
and improved dampening. A must 
for moto cross or enduro. 


the best. 


$59.95 
59.95 
59.95 
59.95 
59.95 
59.95 
59.95 
59.95 
59.95 
59.95 


RM1258 10% ” 


RM250A&B 
RM370A&B 
PE250 

YZ 1250 

YZ 2500 

YZ 400D 
۱۳۹5 
۱۳۹00 


CR125 76877 9.1” 


Kits available 6/1/77 for YZ-80, RM-80, RM 100 


For more information send $2.00 for our 60 page 
catalog to: 


PERFORMANCE DISTRIBUTING, INC. 


p di 5276 Valley Industrial Blvd. So. 


Shakopee, Minn. 55379 


SCHOONMAKER 
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up? “Uh, something’s wrong with 
the motor,” Jack said. “It’s making 
some strange metallic noises on the 
long climbs; we probably should go 
back.” Couldn’t get much farther 
anyway. 

Dan geared to first and headed 
back toward the truck at a quicker 
pace than before. Everything was 
slow-motion rhythm now. 
Underneath the wheels skipped 
lightly and their combined mass 
floated through the bumps. In the 
turns the front wheel dug in, then 
lofted in a trajectory toward the 
next corner. There seemed to be no 
vibration from the motor and the 
sound remained a muted, constant 
hum. It was different than it ever 
had been. Dan knew for sure he 
had gone through several corners 
two gears higher than ever before. 
Yet everything was easy and 
smooth. His cheeks were cramping 
from grinning so hard. 

Into the lower open country there 
were no more gears to be found. 
Downhill, top gear things began to 
look fast. Only fingertips held the 
grips, like this was the most delicate 
operation ever performed — the less 
I do the better it will be. Hold the 
gas on; lean the body a little left. A 
rise and a set of whoops and we 
clear the set in one bound. A 
constant rapping in the seat 
indicates the shocks bottoming every 
second or so, but control remains. 

With the truck in sight Dan holds 
the throttle open until the last 
possible second. Not even bothering 
to downshift, he pitches it sideways 
with the power off and both brakes 
on hard. After an eternity of 
skipping and hopping the glide path 
carries him to a spot five feet short 
of the truck. Even at a stop balance 
remains, and Dan reaches rearward 
with his left toe to slip the sidestand 
beneath him. Clean for that section. 

You know, that was probably it. 
One cannot ignore what providence 
and the fates provide. Ease of 
existence is a measure of a person’s 
ability to hear what is being said. 
Yes, I believe it’s time. 

In the distance Jack appears and 
the first sound is the clunking from 
his motor, then the exhaust. He kills 
the motor 30 feet from the truck 
and skids to a stop. “I think Betsy is 
dead,” Jack says sullenly. 

Want to buy my bike? o 
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were quite confident that 42 miles of 
trail would be a simple matter. 

Trees and lush vegetation in 
Arizona! Our trail wound along the 
base of a backbone of mountains 
completely untracked. There have 
been maybe a half-dozen motorcycles 
on the trail in the last ten years. 
Beautiful! Steve and I burst ahead and 
the Ossas wound through the woods 
like they knew where they were going. 
The Super Pioneer sniffed its way 
around the switchbacks and I paddled 
over the rocks. At each fallen tree the 
front wheel would come up and the 
rear would amble over. Nothing to it. 
Steve had done a little jet changing for 
the altitude we would ride today, and 
the Pioneer was crisper than the 
previous day. Throttle response and 
surprising torque for a 250. 

Gradually the going became 
rougher, the trees larger and rocks 
and switchbacks more considerable. 
Our pace dwindled slowly until total 
impasse. Now the lifting and grunting 
started. It was push through the brush 
and then another half-mile down the 
trail. By lunch time we had reached 
the 25-mile mark, tired and happy. We 
had ridden in deep pine needles and 
over muddy rocks, through streams 
and over foot-high tree roots. Twenty- 
five miles in five hours. Ahead lay 17 
more miles of unknown. 

Both legs flapping in the breeze and 
the Pioneer pitching forward and back 
over two-foot-high rocks, logs, stumps 
and rain ruts, took me to the highest 
point of the day. Looking back down 
the trail toward the valley I realized 
that this might be the first genuine six- 
mph enduro section ever. The Pioneer 
was dragging me by now. Every time I 
was sure it would stall out it would 
buck violently and pitch on over the 
next obstacle. It seemed to care for this 
terrain far more than did I. 

Old logging cuts led to more fine 
hillside trail. Switchbacks so tight that 
not even the tight-turning Pioneer 
could make them without a lift. Len 
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Air box is sealed all around and admits air through tube on side just above the top. 


250 


SUPER 


made his crossing, but sputtered to a 
halt just on the opposite bank. I was 
now on the Mountaineer, and made 
every use of its excellent Hoss air box 
for an unheaded crossing. Len 
followed close behind and made it with 
a few sputters. Steve, however, was 
perfectly set up. He missed the 
conversation about how it looked 
shallow in one spot but was actually 
quite deep. Within 20 feet of the bank 
the Super Pioneer’s were all that could 
be seen. 

Though the air box on the Pioneer is 
superbly designed and breathes high 
beneath the seat, gas-cap-deep water 
was too much for it. We pulled the air 
box top and it was full to the lip. Some 
pumping and draining and a few flip- 
flops and the Ossa was ready to go 
again. A few hundred yards down the 
road and the exhaust pipe was 
dragging, mounts broken off while we 
rolled it upside down. A hose clamp 
from Phil’s tool supply and it was 
serviceable again. Fifteen more miles 
of road, a totaled-out Bronco and some 
sore buns brought us into Strawberry 
for warm women, fireplaces and beds, 
and some cold beer. Dinner and to bed 
and we end day one. 

Day two sounded like a short one. 
Forty-two miles of woods trail. Phil 
and Len had only negotiated 25 miles 
of it in one day before, but Steve and I 


>» \ eS > 


PIONEER 
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At the opposite edge of the plateau 
we began the climb to the Verde Rim. 
As each mile passed, the road 
deteriorated further and further. 
Mud-rutted tire tracks crisscrossed, 
and rocks from grapefruit to medicine 
ball size stuck out randomly. Len and 
Phil grinned and went by while Steve 
and I struggled. Curious things 
happened. The forks on the Pioneer 
would move, then lock, and the front 
wheel would bound into the air. The 
jarring was transmitted directly to the 
wrists through the super-hard Ossa 
grips. Later Steve told me that the 
forks were hydraulic locking and that 
Ossa has a service bulletin available 
for a damper modification to correct it. 
Whatever, by the time we had crossed 
the ten miles of abuse to the Verde 
Rim, our wrists were like ten-minute 
pasta. 

From the Verde Rim we could view 
the river thousands of feet below in the 
canyon, or look back over our 
shoulders 40 miles of Sedona or 
Jerome. Red cliffs marked the 
boundary of the valley and far into the 
distance a snake of a road climbed up 
them. “That’s where we’re headed,” 
Phil said. 

The path downward switched back 
and forth along a near-vertical cliff, 
and the rocks on the two-track path 
kept me conservative and attentive. 
Mistakes would be costly here. Len 
moved out ahead of us, exercising his 
KTM’s suspenders. Later we came 
upon him making repairs at the 
roadside, his scooter devoid of one 
footpeg. A simple slide-out put him 
even with Steve and I in embarrass- 
ment points, and fortunately Phil 
bumped into a bush a few hundred 
yards later to tidy up the score neatly. 

For most of the year the Verde River 
is simple enough to cross, running 
axle-deep and clear as a bell. But 
spring rains and snow melt had it 
running deeper and brown. A four- 
wheel drive showed Phil and I the 
wrong way by watering out up to the 
windows. One thing I’ve learned about 
water is to always let someone else go 
first to test the way. Phil headed in and 
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I’ve ever ridden in my life. The 
Pioneer, though — that’s why I’m 
writing this story. What about it? 

It’s difficult to assign bests to 
motorcycles these days, they’re all so 
much better than they used to be. The 
Super Pioneer fits a certain niche, the 
one we rode on the second day of the 
Arizona trip, as perfectly as any 
motorcycle I’ve encountered. It has all 
the qualities necessary to get through 
the woods with ease: tractability, 
superb handling, ground clearance 
with reasonable seat height, strong but 
sensitive brakes and silence. Two 
hundred and fifty miles intwo daysisa 
quick way to get used to a motorcycle, 
and the Pioneer is one of the easiest 
going. 


OSSA SUPER PIONEER 
Price: (approx. retail, West Coast) $1595 
Engine: 9 Piston-port single 
Displacement), 2 secer oss 250cc 
Bore x stroke: ........ 72mm x 60mm 
Compression Ratio: 12.3:1 

(uncorrected) 
Carburetor 32mm Bing V54 
Horsepower: N/A 
Clutch? ws ioe sx ده‎ Wet, multi-plate 
Primary Drive: ......... Chain, 2.26:1 
Transmission Ratios: 
4) 3.5231 
2) 2.39:1 
3) 1.78:1 
4) 1.33:1 
5) 1.00:1 
Final Drive: 25s es 520 chain, 3.31:1 
13-tooth countershaft 
43-tooth rear sprocket 
Air Filtration: ...... Foam in nice box 
Electrics: Motoplat ignition and lights 
Lubrication: Pre-mix 32:1 
Recommended Fuel: ....... Premium 
Recommended Oil: Full Bore 
Fuel Tank Capacity: ...... 3.0 gallons 
Double downtube, cradle, 
chrome molybdenum 
Suspension: 
Front: 7-inch Betor forks 
Rear: 6%-inch Betor gas shocks 
Starting: Not primary 
Wheels & Spokes: Akrontrims, yellow 


Pirelli 3.00 x 21, 4.00 x 18 
Dimensions: 
Wheelbase: 
55'%-57 inches (1410-1450mm) 
Ground clearance: 
10 inches (254mm) 


34 inches (864mm) 


12 inches (305mm) 
19 inches (492mm) 
.... 34 inches (864mm) 
219 pounds (one gallon gas) 


Seat height 

Weight 

distribution 
Brakes: 

۳۲۵۲۱۹۰۵۵ ۰:۵۵ ۰۸ aR si Conical cable 

Rear: Conical rod 
Instruments: VDO Speedo 
RightsS# gE agate ssa. vances Yep 
Silencer: goss sesa ares Very quiet 
Spark Arrestor: ... With Discojet only 
DEA (SEBS o a se 94 dbA 
۱۷۷۵۲۲۵۲۱۵ وه هجوج‎ 90 5 


44.6% front/55.4% rear 


down an old logging cut. I 
demonstrated the art of large log 
crossing by deftly raising the front 
wheel over one particularly sizeable 
specimen and crashing mightily to the 
other side, bike and rider entwined. I 
was quick to point out that I did get 
across. 

Suddenly we emerged from the 
woods on asphalt. The trail remained 
elusive, cutting us off seven miles from 
the end. Naturally we all vowed to 
return and beat it someday; one of 
those macho man versus environment 
things, I guess. Down the road a piece 
we met the ladies and the beer and 
loaded up for the jaunt back to 
Phoenix. Reflections abound. 
Undoubtedly this was the finest trail 


suffering mightly from the leading 
axle fork’s limited turning radius. 
Streams bustled down the mountain- 
side so swiftly that the wheels of the 
Pioneer wanted to slide away when 
crossing them. Then came snow and 
mud and hills so steep I could hardly 
stand on them. Phil smoked us all by 
riding one particularly bad section 
feet-up and idling on his Husky.-More 
beautiful trail section through the firs 
and we stopped for rest and 
conversation. 

Now we were 35 miles in and it was 
4:30. It took four hours to cover the last 
ten miles. Once more the Pioneer 
started on the first kick and I led us 
down the primrose path. Somewhere I 
missed the trail and everyone followed 
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Sugar Tree with a pair of seconds to 
move up to a first place tie in the 
points standings with Marty Smith. 
The remaining two rounds of the 
250 National Championship series 
will determine if Tony D. can come 
up with a third straight title. Jimmy 
Weinert returned to action to win 
the first moto, Smith took the 
second. Gary Semics got the 
holeshot in both motos, but finished 
fifth overall. Bob Hannah, who 
DNFed the first with a broken 
chain, took a third in the finale. 
Results: Tony DiStefano (2,2) 
Suz; Jim Weinert (1,4) Kaw; Marty 
Smith (5,1) Hon; Jim Pomeroy (3,9) 
Hon; Gary Semics (6,10) Kaw; 
Danny LaPorte (13,5) Suz; Gaylon 
Mosier (12,8) Mai; Bob Hannah 
(DNF, 3) Yam; Steve Stackable 
(16,6) Mai; Chuck Sun (11,13) Hus. 


INTERNATIONAL MOTOCROSS 

April 8. Matchams Park, En- 
gland. Brad Lackey gave his 400 
grand prix racer a good sendoff, 
winning the Hants Grand Inter- 
national for the second year 
running. Brad won the first and 
third motos en route to the overall 
win in this non-championship 
tuneup for the GP season. 

Roger DeCoster took the second 
moto wire-to-wire with Noyce and 
Lackey following. Brad got the 
holeshot in the decider but the 
British champion soon passed him. 
Wolsink was putting pressure on 
Brad. DeCoster retired with an 
ignition problem. Then Noyce went 
over the bars, giving Brad the lead. 
Noyce took second overall, then 
Wolsink and John Banks. 

April 17. Austria — 500 GP. 
Roger DeCoster opened the 500 GP 
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Jimmy Ellis had to battle a flat rear tire 
for the win in Tennessee. Photo by Jim 
Gianatsis. 


finish, Mike swept by Jimmy and 
cruised to the win. 

The final 250 saw all three 
Hondas blast into the front, 
followed by the Kawasakis of Clark 
and Semics. Croft grabbed the 
holeshot, followed by Pomeroy and 
Smith. Pomeroy passed Croft for 
the lead. Then, as before, Hannah’s 
bike seized, ending any chance for 
points. Burgett got on the gas and 
flew by Croft and started closing in 
on Pomeroy. Tony D. started 
pressing Smith. Burgett got by 
Pomeroy but Jim wouldn’t abide 
this and passed back in a lap. Tony 
D. then messed up on a turn and 
dropped some places. Charging 
hard, his bike seemed to be missing 
some engine and he couldn’t power 
by Burgett. Smith sneaked by Croft 
as Pomeroy began building a 
respectable lead. Then Jim Pomeroy 
began slowing from a mechanical 
ailment, letting Marty by with only 
two laps to go. 

250 Results: Marty Smith (2,1) 
Hon; Jim Pomeroy (3,2) Hon; 
Tommy Croft (4,3) Hon; Tony 
DiStefano (1,6) Suz; Rick Burgett 
(7,4) Yam; Chuck Sun (8,7) Hus; 
Danny LaPorte (5,10) Suz; Mickey 
Boone (10,8) Suz; Gaylon Mosier 
(9,9) Mai. 

125 Support Results: Mike Guerra 
(1,1) Hus; Jimmy Meanen (4,2) Suz; 
Mark Manchester (2,4) Yam; Robert 
Maihos (3,5) Suz; Arlo Englund 
(6,3) Hus. 

Report by Tom Winter 


May 15. Axton, Virginia. Tony 
DiStefano took the overall at Lake 


LAST LAP 
Continued from page 79 

For the second week in a row 
Kawasaki’s Terry Clark picked up 
the 50066 Support class win. 

250cc National: 1. Bob Hannah 
(1,1) Yam; 2. Kent Howerton (3,2) 
Hus; 3. Marty Smith (2,3) Hon; 4. 
Tony DiStefano (4,4) Suz; 5. Rick 
Burgett (5,5) Yam; 6. Danny 
LaPorte (6,7) Suz; 7. Jim Pomeroy 
(8,6) Hon; 8. Chuck Sun (11,8) 
Hus; 9. Gary Semics (7,12) Kaw; 
10. Tommy Croft (10,10) Hon. 

Report by Jim Gianatsis 


May 1. Southwick, Massachu- 
setts. As the 125 Support gate 
dropped, a speeding Mark Man- 
chester led Jimmy Meanen and 
Mike Guerra. After three laps 
Guerra pushed his Husky under 
Meanen and started whittling away 
at Manchester’s ten-second lead. By 
the end Guerra had a fantastic half- 
lap lead over Manchester. 

The pair of green machines under 
Terry Clark and Gary Semics led 
the 250s off the line. Semics passed 
Clark while Marty Smith moved up 
on the duo. Croft pulled up behind 
Marty. Semics faded while two 
bullets, Jim Pomeroy and Tony D., 
were shooting past other riders. 
Back in the pack in sixth, “Hurri- 
cane” Hannah was fighting his way 
up. Coming around a bumpy turn, 
his Yamaha seized, almost sending 
him over the bars. In disgust, he 
picked up the rear of his bike, 
stumbled and wound up under it. 
Tripes’ seat came off; he rode two 
more laps before pitting his bike. 
Up front, Pomeroy was trying to get 
around Smith for the lead while 
Tommy Croft was two bike lengths 
behind Tony D. Then Pomeroy 
stumbled, sending him back to 
fourth, just behind Croft. Smith 
and Tony D. began pulling away. 
As the final laps came, Smith made 
a gallant effort to get Tony D., 
missing by only a few yards at the 
finish. 

As the screaming Support 125s 
rounded the first turn, Mark 
Manchester had emerged as the 
leader. But the real action came 
from Mike Guerra, who started 
dead last. By the halfway point, he 
had pushed his Husky all the way 
into third. His brilliant riding got 
him past Arlo Englund in second, 
and then Guerra sprinted out to get 
leader Jimmy Meanen and his 
22-second lead. Four laps from the 
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second race was wire to wire as 
Torao Suzuki posted a strong 
second. 125 World Champion 
Gaston Rahier raced. Because he is 
ineligible for 250 points he was 
started in the second row and 
elected to hold back a lap and dice 
with the front-runners. 

Points: Moiseev — 30, Everts — 
18, Malherbe — 13, Suzuki — 12, 
Kavinov and Boven — 11, Mingels 
— 9, Hansen and Hudson — 8... 

April 30. Czechoslovakia — 25 
GP. The home boys did it as 
Antonin Baborovsky and Jaroslav 
Falta shared the wins. Baborovsky, 
who faded a bit to finish third in 
the second moto, had to be helped 
off the bike after the second moto 
because of exhaustion. His 25 points 
led the day. The course toughness 
had many riders complaining. 
Points leader Moiseev drew a 
goose-egg, crashing in the first 
round and finishing back in the 
pack in the second. Marty Moates 
took a fifth in the first for another 
six championship points. Swedish 
rider Ove Karlsson suffered a 
broken leg and arm in the first 
moto. Baborovsky was not the only 
exhausted rider at the end of the 
day. Only 20 starters finished the 
second moto. 

Points: Baborovsky — 25, Kav- 
inov — 24, Maisch — 16, Falta — 
15, Everts — 10, Boven — 9, 
Moates and Ovchinnikov —6... 

May 1. Belgium — 125 GP. 
Gaston Rahier took both motos to 
open a 21-point lead over teammate 
Akira Watanabe after three world 
rounds. Another Belgian, Gilbert 
DeRoover, took the lead in the first 
race, but his ten-second advantage 
over the champ expired when he 
got bogged in the mud near the top 
of a climb and had to go back down 
and try it again. He was still able to 
hold second. The racing was 
hindered by thick mud over the 
course, and the two leaders were 
the only riders at the checkered who 
hadn’t been lapped. Watanabe 
suffered a leg fracture during the 
day. Rahier’s going was made easy 
in the second race when DeRoover 
tangled with a bike jam-up at the 
bottom of the hill. 

Points: Rahier — 30, Massant — 
20, DeRoover — 18, Minne — 12, 
Boniface and Rulev — 8... 

May 8. Netherlands — 500 GP. 


Marty Smith, in winning form, at 
Southwick. Photo by Tom Winter. 


out in the first with a flat and 
finished eighth in the second stanza. 
Brad Lackey finished 12th and 
seventh while Heikki Mikkola 
picked up 16 championship points 
with a third and fifth. 

Points: DeCoster — 25, Wolsink 
— 19, Noyce — 17, Mikkola — 16, 
van Velthoven — 14, Karsmakers 
— 12, Bauer, Lerner and Lackey — 


April 17. Switzerland — 250 GP. 
Harry Everts and Vladimir Kavinov 
got the wins, but 1977 World 
Champion Guenady Moiseev took 
top points honors with a second and 
third at Payerne, allowing him to 
open a two-point lead over Harry 
Everts after two world rounds. 
Torleif Hansen led the first moto for 
25 minutes before crashing. Kav- 
inov’s win was a first corner to the 
finish outing in the second race. 
Marty Moates picked up four 
championship points in the second 
moto with a seventh, despite an 
early crash. 

Points: Moiseev — 22, Everts — 
18, Mingels — 17, Maisch — 16, 
Kavinov — 15, Hansen — 10, 
Baborovsky and Carlqvist — 6, 
Boven — 5, Moates— 4... 

April 17. Italy — 125 GP. Rahier 
and Watanabe traded wins, but the 
Japanese rider took the overall with 
a 2-1 afternoon. Jiri Churavy 
finished second overall while the 
defending champion took third, 
slipping to an eighth in the final 
go-round. 

April 24, Belgium — 250 GP. 
Moiseev won both motos to leap 
into a 14-point lead after three 
rounds. The Russian’s win in the 


Dick Burleson en route to the Little 
Harpeth National Enduro win. Photo by 
Brian Palormo. 


season by winning the first moto. 
Gerrit Wolsink took the second. 
Graham Noyce put together a sixth 
and second to finish third overall. 
Gerrit got the holeshot in the 
opener, leading Pierre Karsmakers. 
With two laps to go and a huge 
lead, Wolsink’s chain wrapped 
around the rear wheel, locking it up 
and putting him down. A lap later 
the chain jumped off again, yet the 
Dutchman was still able to finish 
seventh. DeCoster, who inherited 
the lead after having to work his 
way back from a poor start, stayed 
ahead of Pierre for the flag. 
Wolsink grabbed the lead early on 
in the second moto and held it to 
the end with Graham Noyce in 
close pursuit. Bengt Aberg, debut- 
ing his Yamaha thumper, dropped 
` see ۳ 8 y FE 
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Heikki Mikkola has shaken off his 
pre-season shoulder injury and 

rocketed past Roger D. for 500 points 
lead. 


dropping ten in the dust-plagued 
100-miler. At one point Hannon 
had to ease his way back to the pits 
on borrowed straight gas after 
running out of mix. The event was 
not without its weirdness. In one 
instance a black bear joined a rider 
on the loop, while in another a 
rider stripped down to his birthday 
suit to enjoy a small puddle. 
Districk 36 enduro champion 
George Hendrix (Yamaha) took 
second with a score of 20. Randy 
Carles (Husky) was third, Jim 


Jenkins was fourth, Gary Fontaine 
took fifth and Bultaco team rider 
Ben Bower took sixth despite gas 
and flat problems. 
April 23. Dickson, 
creeks and 


Tennessee. 


“Slicky” some slick 
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Lackey won the first moto, a 
broken chain sidelined him in the 
second, taken handily by Heikki 
Mikkola. The Finn’s first and 
second gave him a seven-point 
advantage over Roger DeCoster. 
Roger crashed early in the second 
moto and had his bike land on top 
of him, but remounted to score his 
second third for the day. Gerrit 
Wolsink had rough going in the first 
moto as he lost his chain three times 
to drop to eighth. 

Points: Mikkola (Hus) 27, De- 
Coster (Suz) 20, Lackey (Hon) 15, 
Wolsink (Suz) 15, Andersson (Mon) 
10, Lodal (Hus) 9, Schmitz (Mai) 8, 
Hogberg (Beta) and van Velthoven 
(KTM) 6, Bauer (KTM) and Jonsson 
(Mai) 5, Herlings (Mai) 4, Noyce 
(Mai) and Allan (Hus) 1. 


OBSERVED TRIALS 

May 2-7. Scotland. Martin 
Lampkin won his second con- 
secutive Scottish Six Days Trial. 
Americans Bernie Schreiber and 
Marland Whaley were the top two 
newcomers, finishing llth and 
13th. Complete report in this issue. 


NATIONAL ENDUROS 
April 3. Lubbock, Texas. Dick 
Burleson lost just one point to take 
the Post National laid out by the 
Lubbock Trail Riders. The event, 
which also had a “C” loop, drew 
543 starters and saw 352 finshers. 
Skip Olson stayed close, dropping 
four points. Jack Penton blew up his 
engine when a branch caught his 

throttle cable and held it open. 
April 24. Foresthill, California. 
Mike Hannon took the Forty-Niner, 


RS 


Tony D. is tied for 250 lead with one 
National to go. Photo by Tom Winter. 


Heikki Mikkola forged into a 
one-point lead over Roger DeCoster 
by taking both ends of the second 
world round. DeCoster picked up 
20 points with two thirds while 
Brad Lackey moved into fifth in the 
standings, taking a second and 
fourth. Pierre Karsmakers slipped 
into sixth on the chart. Mikkola’s 
wins were wire to wire over a 
course carved out of a pine forest 
that wasn’t too popular with the 
riders. Several riders ran out of gas 
on the sandy, two-mile course. 

May 8. Italy — 250 GP. Moiseev 
won both motos to open a 22-point 
lead after five rounds. Marty 
Moates failed to score due to 
mechanical problems but has been 
rewarded with a new factory 
contract with Ossa through 1978. 

May 15. Austria. 250 GP. Victor 
Kavinov took the day with a 
second-moto win after first-round 
winner Moiseev’s KTM blew a head 
gasket while leading. Torao Suzuki 
had victory snatched away with 
two laps to go, depriving him of 
being the first Japanese rider to win 
a 250 GP. 

Points: Kavinov (KTM) 19, 
Suzuki (Suz) and Malherbe (KTM) 
18, Moiseev (KTM) 15, Baborovsky 
(CZ) 12, Maisch (Mai) and Falta 
(CZ) 10, Ovchinnikov (CZ) 8, 
Everts (Bul) and Mingels (Mon) 6, 
Boven (Mon) 4, Schneider (KTM) 3, 
Hudson (Mai) 2, Tieffenbach 
(Rotax) 1. 

May 15. Sweden — 500 GP. Brad 


Rocket Rex at Southwick. Photo by 
Tom Winter. 
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racing — which opened after two 
delays. The riders asked for a larger 
purse guarantee. Oxley, who pro- 
motes racing at Costa Mesa, 
Irwindale and Ventura, then signed 
riders willing to race under the old 
terms. He also notified the SRA that 
he would be racing without their 
sanction for 1977. Team racing has 
apparently been dropped and some 
races have been held, picketed by 
riders who have not signed. 


NATIONAL RELIABILITY 
TRIALS 
April 30 — May 1. Fort Hood, 
Texas. Thundershowers plagued the 
Two Day Qualifier as only 77 of 
233 starters finished. Report in this 
issue. 


CLASS C NATIONAL SERIES 

May 15. San Jose, California. 
Gary Scott won it. See report in this 
issue. 


NATIONAL POINTS LEADERS 


125 MX: Danny LaPorte (Suz) 50, Pat Richter 
(Yam) 42, Gary Ogden (Suz) 33, Steve Wise (Hon) 
32, Warren Reid (Hon) 29, Arlo Englund (Hus) 27, 
John Savitski (Suz) 24, Broc Glover (Yam) 22, Bill 
Joyce (Suz) 22, Mike Guerra (Hus) 21. 

After one round. 

Supercross 250: Bob Hannah (Yam) 156, Jim 
Pomeroy (Hon) 132, Jim Ellis (C-A) 102, Gaylon 
Mosier (Mai) 87, Tony DiStefano (Suz) 87, Kent 
Howerton (Hus) 82, Steve Stackable (Mai) 77, 
Danny LaPorte (Suz) 68, John Savitski (Suz) 60, 
Tony Summey (Yam) 57. 

250 MX: Marty Smith (Hon) 204, Tony DiStefano 
(Suz) 204, Jim Pomeroy (Hon) 183, Kent Howerton 
(Hus) 129, Tommy Croft (Hon) 113, Bob Hannah 
(Yam) 112, Chuck Sun (Hus) 106, Gaylon Mosier 
(Mai) 106, Rick Burgett (Yam) 103, Danny LaPorte 
(Suz) 103. 

After five rounds. Series finale May 29 in 
Pennsylvania. 

Class C Camel Pro Series: Ken Roberts 51, Steve 
Eklund 37, Ted Boody 33, Jay Springsteen 29, Skip 
Aksland 23, Gene Romero 23, Corky Keener 22, Gary 
Scott 21, Steve Baker 20, John Hateley 20, Alex 
Jorgensen 20. 

Reliability Trials Qualifier Series: 125 — Mike. 
Rosso (Her) 33, Dwight Rudder (Her) 32, Tom 
Penton (Pen) 31, Bob Pearce (C-A) 24, Joe 
Klokkevold (KTM) 20. 175 — Ron Bush (Pen) 33, 
Mike Deyo (Yam) 28, Don Cichochi (Pen) 27, Drew 
Smith (Her) 26, Rick Munyon (Hon) 25. 250 — Jack 
Penton (Pen) 40, Eric Jensen (Pen) 32, Mark Deyo 
(Yam) 25, Larry Thompson (Yam) 21, Cordis Brooks 
(Bul) 20. 350 — Mike Hannon (Bul) 56, Gary 
Younkins (Pen) 36, Jeff Hammond (Yam) 32, John 
Wheeler (Pen) 27, Ed Schmidt (Hus) 26. Open — 
Kevin LaVoie (Pen) 29, Al Baker (Yam) 28, Barry 
Higgins (Mai) 28, Nate Pillsbury (Mai) 22, Dick 
Burleson (Hus) 20, John Fero (Yam) 20, Bob Messer 
(Mai) 20. 

After three events. 


WORLD POINTS LEADERS 


125 MX: Rahier (Suz) 75, Watanabe (Suz) 54, 
Massant (Yam) 34, Churavy (CZ) 33, Rond (Yam) 32, 
DeRoover (Beta) 23, Minne (Apr) and Rulev (CZ) 15, 
Velky (CZ) 14, Liljigren (Suz) 13. 

After three rounds. 

250 MX: Moiseev (KTM) 111, Kavinov (KTM) 93, 
Everts (Bul) 80, Maisch (Mai) 57, Baborovsky (CZ) 
51, Malherbe (KTM) 51. 

After six rounds. 

500 MX: Mikkola (Yam) 73, DeCoster (Suz) 65, 
Wolsink (Suz) 52, Lackey (Hon) 39, Noyce (Mai) 32, 
van Velthoven (KTM) 23, Karsmakers (Yam) 17, 
Bauer (KTM) 14, Andersson (Mon), Lodal (Hus) and 
Schmitz (Mai) 10. 

After three rounds. $ 
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While Burleson dropped only 12 
points, Skip Olson recorded a 
disappointing -30 in the 5 
column, thanks in part to a broken 
chain and a wrong turn in the last 
portion of the run. For Jack Penton, 
problems with his gas tank slowed 
the progress he could make in the 
thick woods section. He ended up 
losing 46 points (and maybe wishing 
he had stayed at home). 

This run is characterized by 
excellent cooperation from law 
enforcement, forestry, military and 
civilian volunteers to the end that 
riders can “do their thing” with as 
few complications as possible. 

Report by Brian and Ann Palormo 

May 1. Sterling, Illinois. Dick 
Burleson made it five wins at the 
Burr Oak National, edging Can- 
Am’s Skip Olson by one point. King 
Richard dropped 11 marks riding 
the 390 usually reserved for two-day 
qualifiers. The 146-mile run fea- 
tured a gas stop at the landing strip 
of Naked City, a nudist colony in 
Indiana, and a turn-back of Honda- 
mounted Don Sanford at the point 
of a shotgun (complete report in this 
issue). 

Overall: Dick Burleson (Hus). 
High Point A: Skip Olson (C-A). 
High Point B: Gale Peterson (Yam). 
125 A: Greg Smith (Hod). 200 A: 
Kevin Snapp (C-A). 250 A: Ted 
Worrell (Suz). Open A: John Bruch 
(Yam). Senior: Al Berquist. 


SPEEDWAY 
Feuding between major promoter 
Harry Oxley, the sanctioning Speed- 
way Racing Association and the 
riders has put a damper on 
Southern California speedway 


works bike at Omaha. Photo by Jim 
Gianatsis. 


riding on the part of overall winner 
Dick Burleson sum up the 1977 
running of the Little Harpeth 
National under the sponsorship of 
the Don Thava Factory Works. 
Burleson invited several of his 
friends (Skip Olson, Bill Geier, Jack 
Penton, Don Sanford and Skip 
Wyman, to name a few) home to 
Tennessee for the weekend and then 
had the audacity to go out and beat 
them all at their favorite game — 
some rather soundly. 

The Little Harpeth is run in the 
hills just west of Nashville and is an 
ever-popular run. Rain, however, 
had been very heavy right up until 
the start of the event, which may 
have scared off a few of the 
entrants. 
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Circle Number 29 on page 88 


LASSIFIE 


RATES FOR READERS: 20 words for $2.00. 25c 
each additional word. 


COMMERCIAL RATES: 30c per word: Minimum 
$10.00. 


Only one ad per advertiser permitted at these 
rates in any one edition; maximum of 50 words. 
No invoicing; payment must accompany orders, 
including firms on account with display 
advertising. No commissions, frequency rates 
or discounts. Ads accepted on the condition 
that advertiser agrees to refund readers’ money 
promptly if shipment is delayed and reader 
requests refund, or if merchandise is returned in 
good condition in reasonable period of time). 
Display style ads permitted in classified section 
at display advertising rates. 


DIRT BIKE Classified, Box 317, Encino, 
California 91316. 


M‏ ع ۰( سح 
DIRT BIKE WAREHOUSE SALE — relocating,‏ 


everything must go. Plastic fenders: $1.76 pr. Plastic 
levers: $.60 pr. Snap-on numbers: $.10 ea. Stick-on 
numbers: $.10 ea. Number plates: $.15 ea. And 
many more. WORLD SPORTS PRODUCTS, High- 
land and White Streets (412), Greenburg, Pennsyl- 
vania 15601. Phone: (412) 836-1302. HURRY!!!!! 


BIKERS, you need a sleeping bag and tent for the 
scoot. Our catalogs are free. Dept-6 WEST FORK 
INC., Lakefield, Minnesota 56150. 


LIQUID FILLED HEADS for dirt bikes. Self- 
contained. Same advantages as water cooling. 
Reduced operating temperatures. Improved perfor- 
mance. Longer engine life. $130 each. Write: LKD, 
54059 Burdette, South Bend, Indiana 46637. 


TATTOOING SUPPLIES: World’s Finest tattooing 
equipment. Designs, inks, needles, machines, Tattoo 
“77 and Tattoo Artist T-shirts and tank tops. New 
40-page color catalog $3. Free color T-shirt brochure 
on request. SPAULDING & ROGERS MFG., INC., 
Dept. DB, Voorheesville, New York 12186. 


CYLINDER REMANUFACTURING. Precision cyl- 
inder liner replacement. Large, modern machine 
shop facilities operated by professional personnel. 
Fast service. Two-stroke liner replacement a 
specialty. SMALL ENGINE MACHINE WORKS, 
INC., 2217 N. Vancouver, Portland, Oregon 97227; 
(503) 284-6983. 


as HONDA TAn 
GO PARTS R' US 2" 


e Parts & Accessories e Save Up to 50% 

e Unlimited Quantities e We Stock Obsolete & 
Hard-To-Get Parts e Same Day Worldwide Service 
e Dealer Wholesale Inquiries Invited 
Send $1.00 For Complete Catalog 


PARTS ‘R’ US 
Box 2575, Muhlenberg Station Plainfield, N.J. 07060 


double the power 
of your four-stroke 


CAN YOU HANDLE IT? Powroll moves 
you up to bigger machine performance at a frac- 
tion of the cost. We can often double your pre- 
sent horsepower . . . which doubles your fun, 
whether it’s street, touring, trails or track. 
Powroll warranty-backed power packages do 
exciting things for most popular four-strokes. 
Let's do it for you! 

SEND FOR NEWEST CATALOG ۲ 

This high-performance guide helps you pick the 
right components for your needs. Just $2 postpaid. 
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High-performance results for 
Hondas e Kawasakis e Yamahas 


OWROLL 


Box 1206K6 e Bend, OR 97701 ۶ (503) 382-6395 
DIRT BIKE 


MUTED 
It’s simple and fast! 


Here’s how it works: 


KG (1) Print or type your name, address, city and state on the coupon 
below. 


(2) Circle the code number on the coupon (please limit to 6 
R EAD E R numbers) which corresponds to the number at the bottom of the 
ad on the page where the advertisement appears. Literature and 


SERVICE the name of your nearest dealer will be sent directly and 
automatically from the advertiser. 


(3) Place coupon in your own envelope. Enclose 25 cents to cover 


DEPT. 


cost of postage and handling (please wrap the coin in paper — 
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7. DO YOU COMPETE IN 
ORGANIZED COMPETITION? IF 
SO, WHICH TYPE? 

a) motocross 

b) enduros 

c) trials 

d} flat-track 

e) speedway 


8. DO YOU PLAN TO BUY A NEW 
BIKE WITHIN THE NEXT YEAR? 
a) yes 

b) no 


9. IF “YES, WHAT MAKE DO YOU 
PLAN TO BUY? 


10. HOW MUCH MONEY DO YOU 
PLAN TO SPEND ON ACCESSORIES 
FOR YOURSELF AND YOUR BIKE 
THIS YEAR? 
a) $0-$25 
b) $25-50 
c) $50-$100 
d) $100-$200 
e) $200-$400 
f) $400 and over 
11. IN ORDER, WHICH FIVE TYPES 
OF ARTICLES INTEREST YOU THE 
MOST? 
competition 
technicai 
new bike tests 
personality features 
product evaluations 
other 
Ist 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 


12. IN ORDER, WHICH FIVE 
MOTORCYCLE MAGAZINES DO 
YOU READ MOST OFTEN? 
Dirt Bike 
Motocross Action 
Cycle 
Cycle World 
Cycle Guide 
Popular Cycling 
other 


(insert letter) 
1st 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 


Name 
Address 
Encino, California 91316 City 


(Allow 6 to 8 weeks for processing.) State 


not in tape) and mail to: 


READER SERVICE DEPT. 
DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 
P.O. Box 317 


In order to continue making DIRT BIKE the 
kind of magazine you want to read, we'd like 
your help by answering the following 
questions (circle the letter next to your 
answer): 


1. AGE GROUP 
a) Under 16 
16-20 
21-25 
26-30 
31-40 
41 and over 


. ANNUAL INCOME 
Under $10,000 
$10,000-$14,999 
$15,000-$19,999 
$20,000 or more 


. DO YOU OWN A MOTORCYCLE? 
Yes 
No 


. IF YES, HOW MANY? 


. WHAT MAKES DO YOU OWN? 
Honda 
Yamaha 
Suzuki 
Kawasaki 
Bultaco 
Montesa 
Ossa 
Maico 
Triumph 
Can-Am 

k) Harley-Davidson 
Rokon 

m) Hodaka 

n) Penton/KTM 

p) Husqvarna 

p) other 


6. WHAT TYPE OF BIKES DO YOU 
OWN? 

a) trail/enduro 

b) motocross 

c) street/ trail 

d) trials 

e) flat-track 

f) speedway 


INDEX TO ADVERTISERS 


American Motorcycle Institute 14, 72 
Auto Reports 59 
Bates Accessory House 91 
Bicycle Motocross 80 
Can't Find Issue 72 
Change of Address 60 
Color Posters 61 
Country Wheels, Ltd 81 
Crash & Burn 80 
OG Performance 10 
Dirt Bike Back Issues 89 
Dirt Bike Buyer's Guide 69 
Dirt Bike Contest 12 
Dirt Bike Racing Jersey 59 
Dirt Bike Reader Service 88 
Dirt Bike Subscription Ad 7 
Don Vesco Products 81 
Dunlop 17 
Electro-Helmets 16 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co 2 
Hi-Q 13 
How To One Shots 69 
Inter Am Bike Supplies 9 
Intercontinental Lube. Co 6 
Ja-Do Action Sportswear 14, 59 
Jano Originals 16 
J D. Engineering 14 
Jofa 15 
Kross Kountry Ind 80 
Mission Hills Motorcycles 7 
Moto-X Fox 14 
North American School of Motorcycle Repair 10 
Number One Products 
Pabatco Hodaka 

Parts 'R' Us 

Penton Imports Hi: Point 
Performance Distribution Inc 
Photo Album One Shots 

Plus Products Gifts 

Powroll Performance Products 
Quickor Engineering 

Santa Monica Specialty House 
Skateboard World 

Skunk Works Motorcycle 
Soccer Corner 

Steve's Bultaco 

Suzuki Fun Center 
Tank-T-Shirts 

The Rotorcycle Shop 
Transworld India Rubber 
Universal Lubricants Inc 
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U.S. Suzuki Motor Corp 18-19 
Uvex Winter Optical Ltd 72 
Yokohama Tire Co 11 


Daisy Publishing Co. Inc, dba Hi Torque 
Publications. Inc. ıs pleased to announce a 
Retail Display Plan available to all retailers 
interested in earning a display allowance for 
DIRT BIKE Magazine To obtain details and a 
copy of the formal contract, please write to 
Marketing Director, Audit & Control Dept. 
Hi-Torque Publications, Inc, 16200 Ventura 
Blvd., Encino, CA 91436 Under the full cover 
display plan, in consideration of your acceptance 
and fulfillment of the terms of the formal 
contract to be sent to you upon your request 
you will receive a display allowance of ten cents 
per copy sold by you This plan will become 
effective with all issues of DIRT BIKE delivered 
to you subsequent to the date your written 
acceptance of the formal Hi Torque Publications. 
Inc retail agreement is received and accepted by 
our company 


IN 
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8 o0 r ۳ os 
PARTS & SERVICE FOR: DIRT BIKE Magazine 1 e 

مت رگ DKW/SACHS/ROKON‏ 

Shipped anywhere by: ROTORCYCLE É - raci M 

1173 No. Maclay, San Fernando, Ca. 91340 ý ng en, ’ 

Telephone: (213) 365-1919 i> (women), machines, 

and action that 
make racing on dirt ê 
[auicKoR) Anti-Sway Bars ۰ ovals one of 
سس‎ © ies eee oo ica’s bi 
eed ~~ za America’s biggest 
EM, —_ crowd pleasers! 
È Éi ا‎ 2 
٩ من ۷ ضع‎ ETY ost 
PONT MISS IT! ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! Only $1.50. 
(Please 606۱ heck for $1. i 

“The Quickor kit is outstanding quality t fact, the best look 8 Weke the 3 aa E o ا = - سس سل‎ mielnie اه‎ 

8 utstanding in quality — it is infact, the best lookin: É = i 
ji engineered that we've acquired in sometime. It is refreshing ie | Blosse send ine GOIN IN CIRCLES. PLICATIONS, NEE PIO: Box 317; Encino, CA:91316 
TAN : mo ae places quality ahead of pinching pennies. And yet, 5 07-8 
سای و‎ ala pe نوت‎ than you can buy individual com. | Name 

Cycle News — Jan. 19, 77 Add 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 3 
13920 S.W. T.V. Hwy. — Dept. D Š City. State. = Fi 
Beaverton, OR 97005 ۳ س‎ i p 
(503) 646-8600 EY 
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Now! Bates MX Pants...Stock, Modified or Really Trick! 


Choose your Bates Leathers like you choose your bike. Stock, 
as shown above, with so many super features only you will know 


they're off-the-rack. Modified. Add your name, or pick a team BATES INDUSTRIES, INC. 
design. Really trick. The ultimate. Personalize them to your liking. BOX 1770-DT 

You design ’em, we'll make ‘em! Bates MX Pants come in Long Beach, 

all-nylon, nylon and leather, or all-leather. To learn more, send California 90801 BATES 


$2.00 and get the complete color catalog of Bates goodies, ربا‎ o5] 


plus Leather swatches, decals and ordering information. the “quality people” 


— Pick up a free copy of “How to 
Trail Ride by Hodaka” (while 
supplies last). 

— Keepyourfingers crossed until 
the winner is announced dur- 
ing the week of December 25, 
1977. (Entries will be judged 
on originality, accuracy, and 
aptness to the “Trail to Fun” 
theme. ) 


So what are you waiting for? 


For information on HODAKA 
motorcycles plus the name of your ۰ 
nearest dealer, write to: PABATCO, 
Box 327 Sherman Road, Athena, 
Oregon 97843. 


This is Dodge’s top-of-the-line 
“Adult Toy” — and it’s perfect for 
the kind of active, outdoor living 
that goes so well with Hodakas 
along. 

Because with Dodge's van, and 
our bikes, you can turn any week- 
end into an adventure. 

And that’s what the “Trail to Fun” 
is all about! 

How to Enter 

Your participating Hodaka 
dealer has complete contest 
details, but here’s basically all 
you do: — Go see Hodaka’s lineup 

a WTO of 100 through 
250cc bikes. 
— Fill out an offi- 
cial entry blank, 
| telling us which 
Hodaka you like 
best, and why. 


Enter now at your HODAKA dealer’s 
— nothing to buy! 


If a Hodaka is the ultimate two- 
wheel fun machine for the trail, 
then it makes sense to team it up 
with the ultimate four-wheel cruiser 
for the road. 

That's why Hodaka is giving away 
this new Dodge Van in our “Trail 
to Fun ‘77” contest. It’s the sharpest 
looking rig that ever packed a trail 
bike down the Interstate! 


Starting with their roomy, com- 
fortable “Street Van“, Dodge adds 
lots of custom trim, a bold four-color 
paint job, and “porthole” windows. 

Inside, there’s carpeting, a deluxe 
instrument panel, and special high- 
back swivel bucket seats. And the 
whole dynamite package rides on 
chrome wheels & white-letter tires! 


